
Slate of California
DEPARTMENT OE TRANSPORTATION

California State Transportation Agency

M e m o r a n d u m Serious drought. 
Help save water!

To: DISTRICT DIRECTORS Date: May 23, 2016

File: Division of Traffic 
Operations

From : THOMAS P. HALLENBECK 
Chief 
Division of Traffic Operations 

MICHAEL D. KEEVER
Chief
Division of Engineering Services

Subject: EXCEPTION TO THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE REVISED 2010 ELECTRICAL 
STANDARDS

The 2015 Standard Plans and Specifications will become effective after June 30, 2016, as stated 
in Chief Engineer Karla Sutliff’s December 16, 2015 memo. To improve the bidding climate and 
reduce change orders, the Specification Development Steering Committee formulated a plan to 
update the 2010 electrical standard plans and specifications prior to July 1, 2016. Traffic 
Operations’ Division Chief Tom Hallenbeck sent out a memo on April 22, 2016, requiring the 
2010 electrical standards be updated to the April 15, 2016 version of the 2010 Revised Standard 
Plans, Revised Standard Specifications and bid item codes, with an effective date of May 6,
2016.

In order to facilitate delivery of projects affected by these electrical specification changes, 
districts may determine that some projects cannot be easily updated, requiring an exception to 
Tom Hallenbeck’s April 22, 2016 memo. This exception may be approved for specific projects 
by the district director. However, it is strongly recommended that the district make these updates 
whenever feasible, and that project risks including contract document consistency, field hardware 
and software compatibility, and non-standard field elements associated with ITS and electrical 
bid items be carefully evaluated. Traffic Operations’ engineers and Engineering Services-Office 
Engineers (DES-OE) are available to help in assessing and correcting projects, and to assist in 
performing a risk analysis of projects seeking an exception.

Projects granted exceptions and delivered to DES-OE without the required updates shall include 
a copy of the risk register signed by the district director and shall identify which electrical 
standard plans and specifications will be used for that project.

DES-Office Engineer (DES-OE) will process the project plans, specifications, and estimates with 
the February 12, 2016 Revised Standard Specifications; however, the project specifications will 
need to be reviewed to ensure consistency with the boilerplate specifications, Standard Special 
Provisions and Standard Specifications. Issues identified during advertisement should be 
addressed via contract addenda.

At a minimum, Districts need to include the following:
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1. Revised Standard Specifications for Sections 2 and 7 posted on April 22, 2016. The 
changes incorporated the requirements of AB 219 for contractors to pay prevailing 
wage based on the geographic area in which the concrete factory or batching plant is 
located. Add the revisions to the special provisions.

2. Revised Standard Specifications for Sections 7 and 1 3 posted on May 6, 2016. 
Specifications for Section 7-1.021(2) were updated to reflect current California law 
regarding nondiscrimination. In addition, there was a section reference correction 
made to section 7-1.06B for a patent deficiency, and a correction to the reference to 
the State Water Resource Control Board’s expired Industrial General Permit with the 
title and order number of the current permit made to section 13-1.01. Add the 
revisions to the special provisions.

3. Any Revised Standard Specification update for legal mandates or safety related 
changes. Add the revisions to the special provisions.

4. Identify and notify DES-OE if any hidden item codes were used in the BEES 
estimate.

5. Provide DES-OE a list of all projects for which an exception was approved by the 
District Director.

If you have any questions, please contact Theresa Gabriel, Sr. Transportation Electrical
Engineer, Office of Traffic Engineering at (916) 654-5039, or Cory Binns, Interim (I) Deputy
Division Chief, Division of Engineering Services, Office Engineer at (858) 688-1460.

Attachment
Memo dated April 22, 2016, Implementation o f the Revised 2010 and 2015 Electrical
Standards

c: Steve Takigawa, Deputy Director, Maintenance and Operations 
Karla Sutliff, Deputy Director, Project Delivery
Theresa Gabriel, Sr. Transportation Electrical Engineer, Office of Traffic Engineering 
Cory Binns, Deputy Division Chief (I), Division of Engineering Services, Office Engineer
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