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Meeting Date:  February 02, 2023 

Item Number:   22-08 

From:  Pauline Wong, Caltrans HQ 
Safety Programs 

Sponsored By:  Yue Wang, PE, Caltrans Presented By:  Pauline Wong, 
Caltrans HQ Safety Programs 

Description:  Informational item on Strategic Highway Safety Plan’s (SHSP) 
Speed Management/Aggressive Driving (SM/AD) Challenge Areas Action 
Item 3 (SM.3): Revise the California Manual for Setting Speed Limits (CMSSL) to 
comprehensively cover speed setting methodology and law in easy-to-
understand terminology.  

 
Recommendation:   
None.  
 
This is an informational item that is being continued from the previous meeting as 
Caltrans hasn’t received any nominations from the CTCDC members. The CTCDC is 
being informed of this item in case any members would like to nominate engineering 
and traffic survey (E&TS) experts and/or practitioners to assist with the revision efforts. 
 
Agency Making Request/Sponsor:  
Pauline Wong, Caltrans / Yue Wang, CTCDC Member. 
 
Background: 
In March 2021, the SHSP Steering Committee and Executive Leadership approved 
new SM/AD action item SM.3 to incorporate in the 2020-2024 SHSP. SM.3 aims to revise 
the CMSSL to comprehensively cover speed setting methodology and law in easy-to-
understand terminology.  
 
The current version of the CMSSL is 2020. This manual was initially developed in 2014, 
targeted towards Caltrans District engineers performing E&TS. This manual contains 
policies and practices that are applicable to the State Highway System (SHS). CMSSL 
was not intended to include local agency practices in conducting and performing 
E&TS and setting speed limits. Since this action requires the CMSSL revision to focus on 
extending its applicable to local agency practices, Caltrans is requesting local 
agency E&TS experts’ participation to assist with the revision. 
 
SM.3 involves soliciting key local agency staff who are experts on E&TS and speed 
surveys to help with revising the CMSSL to include Statewide Integrated Traffic 
Records System (SWITRS) data and local agency practices on setting speed limits.  
 
Caltrans plans to have 6 to 8 members from local agencies and at least 1 from local 
law enforcement with experience of enforcing speed limits and defending speed limit 



 California Traffic Control Devices Committee 
Agenda Item Report 

 

 
CTCDC Agenda Item Report  Page 2 of 11 
Item No. 22-08   February 02, 2023 

tickets in the review group. This group will include members from cities and counties, 
some rural and some urban.  
 
Caltrans is seeking nominee candidates with the following characteristics/qualities: 

• An engineer or a non-engineer who conducts E&TS for local agencies or 
approves the E&TS or manages the group that is conducting the E&TS 

• An engineer or a non-engineer who develops strategies, guidance, policies, 
and procedures governing speed management 

• An engineer or a non-engineer who coordinates activities related to speed 
management, traffic calming, or other proven safety countermeasures 

• An engineer or a non-engineer who can integrate proven effective safety 
elements into Speed Management and Speed Limit Setting related guidance, 
plans, and specifications 

 
Attachment: 
Attachment – Approved SHSP Action SM.3. 
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Attachment – Approved SHSP Action SM.3. 
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