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11-22 (OB# 22-07) E-76 for Con on or after 11/10/2022 
All projects authorized on or after November 10, 2022, must comply with 
the new Buy America requirements. 
 
Steel and Iron Materials  
All steel and iron materials must be melted and manufactured in the 
United States except:  
 
1. Foreign pig iron and processed, pelletized, and reduced iron ore may 

be used in the domestic production of the steel and iron materials [60 
Fed Reg 15478 (03/24/1995)];  

2. If the total combined cost of the materials produced outside the 
United States does not exceed the greater of 0.1 percent of the total 
contract amount or $2,500, materials produced outside the United 
States may be used if authorized.  

 
Manufactured Products  
Iron and steel used in precast concrete manufactured products must 
meet the requirements of the above section (Steel and Iron Materials) 
regardless of the amount used.  
Iron and steel used in other manufactured products must meet the 
requirements of the above section (Steel and Iron Materials) if the weight 
of steel and iron components constitute 90 percent or more of the total 
weight of the manufactured product. 
 

Construction Materials        

Buy America requirements apply to the following construction materials 
that are or consist primarily of:  

1. Non-ferrous metals  

2. Plastic and polymer-based products (including polyvinylchloride, 

composite building materials, and polymers used in fiber optic cables)  

3. Glass (including optic glass)  

4. Lumber  

5. Drywall  

Where one or more of these construction materials have been combined 
by a manufacturer with other materials through a manufacturing process, 
Buy America requirements do not apply unless otherwise specified. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10-23 (OB# 23-04) E-76 for Con on or after 10/23/23 
 
Buy America To align with the effective date of the final guidance, all 
projects authorized (E-76) on or after October 23, 2023 must adhere to the 
final guidance on construction materials as outlined in 2 CFR 184. 
 
Steel and Iron Materials  
All steel and iron materials must be melted and manufactured in the 
United States except:  
 
1.  Foreign pig iron and processed, pelletized, and reduced iron ore may 

be used in the domestic production of the steel and iron materials [60 
Fed Reg 15478 (03/24/1995)];  

2.  If the total combined cost of the materials produced outside the 
United States does not exceed the greater of 0.1 percent of the total 
contract amount or $2,500, materials produced outside the United 
States may be used if authorized.  

 
Manufactured Products  
Iron and steel used in precast concrete manufactured products must 
meet the requirements of the above section (Steel and Iron Materials) 
regardless of the amount used.  
Iron and steel used in other manufactured products must meet the 
requirements of the above section (Steel and Iron Materials) if the weight 
of steel and iron components constitute 90 percent or more of the total 
weight of the manufactured product. 
 
Construction Materials  

Buy America requirements apply to the following construction materials 

that are or consist primarily of:  

1. Non-ferrous metals  

2. Plastic and polymer-based products such as:  

2.1 Polyvinylchloride  

2.2 Composite Building Materials  

3. Glass  

4. Fiber optic cable (including drop cable)  

5. Optical fiber  

6. Lumber  

7. Engineered wood  

8. Drywall  

All manufacturing processes for these materials as defined in 2 CFR 184.6 
must occur in the United States.  
 
Where one or more of these construction materials have been combined 
by a manufacturer with other materials through a manufacturing process, 
Buy America requirements do not apply unless otherwise specified. 
 
 

10/25 (OB# 25-06) E-76 for Con on or after 10/1/2025 
 
Effective October 1, 2025, for Federal-aid projects with construction E-76 
authorization on or after this date, all manufactured products permanently 
incorporated into the project must be assembled in the United States.  
 
The Buy America requirements will continue to apply to:  
• Iron or steel products  
• Construction materials (per 2 CFR 184 definitions)  
• Manufactured products 
 
Iron or Steel Products 
All iron or steel products permanently incorporated into the project must 
be melted and manufactured in the United States except: 
 
1. Foreign pig iron and processed, pelletized, and reduced iron ore may 
be used in the domestic production of the steel and iron materials [60 Fed 
Reg 15478 (03/24/1995)]; 
2. If the total combined cost of the materials produced outside the United 
States does not exceed the greater of 0.1 percent of the total contract 
amount or $2,500, materials produced outside the United States may be 
used if authorized. 
 
Iron or steel products are defined as articles, materials, or supplies that 
consist wholly or predominantly of iron or steel or a combination of both. 
 
For a product to be considered to consist predominantly of iron or steel, 
or a combination of both means the cost of the iron or steel content of 
the product exceeds 50 percent of the total cost of all its components. 
The cost of iron or steel is the cost of the iron or steel mill products (such as 
bar, billet, slab, wire, plate, or sheet), castings, or forgings utilized in the 
manufacture of the product and a good faith estimate of the cost of iron 
or steel components. 
 
Manufactured Products  
All manufactured products permanently incorporated into the project 
must be manufactured in the United States.  
Manufactured products are defined as articles, materials, or supplies that 
have been:  

1. Processed into a specific form and shape; or  
2. Combined with other articles, materials, or supplies to create a 

product with different properties than the individual articles, materials, 
or supplies.  

 
Manufacturer, in the case of manufactured products, means the entity 
that performs the final manufacturing process by bringing individual 
elements together that produces a manufactured product.  

If an item is classified as an iron or steel product, a construction material, or 
an excluded material, then it is not a manufactured product. However, an 
article, material, or supply classified as a manufactured product may 
include components that are iron or steel products, construction materials,  
or excluded materials.  

https://dot.ca.gov/-/media/dot-media/programs/local-assistance/documents/ob/2022/ob22-07.pdf
https://dot.ca.gov/-/media/dot-media/programs/local-assistance/documents/ob/2023/ob23-04.pdf
https://dot.ca.gov/-/media/dot-media/programs/local-assistance/documents/lapm/c12/12g.pdf
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Iron or steel used in precast concrete manufactured products or 
Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) must meet the requirements of Iron 
or Steel Products regardless of the amount used.  

Iron and steel used in other manufactured products must meet the 
requirements of section Iron or Steel Products if the cost of steel and iron 
components is 50 percent or more of the total cost of the manufactured 
product.  

Furnish manufactured products to be permanently incorporated into the 
work with certificates of compliance with each project delivery. The 
manufacturer's certificate of compliance must identify where the 
manufacturing occurred and attest specifically to Buy America 
compliance. 
 
Construction Materials  
Construction materials permanently incorporated into the project must 
be manufactured as defined in 2 CFR 184.6 in the United States.  
 
Buy America requirements apply to the following construction materials 
that are or consist primarily of:  
 
1. Non-ferrous metals  
2. Plastic and polymer-based products such as:  

2.1 Polyvinylchloride  
2.2 Composite Building Materials  

3. Glass  
4. Fiber optic cable (including drop cable)  
5. Optical fiber  
6. Lumber  
7. Engineered wood  
8. Drywall  
 
Minor additions of articles, materials, supplies, or binding agents to these 
construction materials do not change the categorization of the 
construction material. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 


