
California Freight 
Advisory Committee 

Meeting (Virtual) 
July 15, 2020



Welcome



House Keeping 

 Please make sure your full name and the name of 
your organization are displayed. 

 Use the raise your hand function if you would like 
to speak. Dial *9 to raise your hand if you are 
calling in from a phone. 

 A recording of this meeting will be available two 
weeks from today. We will send a follow up email 
with the link when it is ready. 



Introductions and Agenda Overview
 8:55 - COVID19 pandemic 

 Avital Barnea Deputy Secretary, California State Transportation Agency

 9:15 - California Freight Mobility Plan 2020 
 Marlon Flournoy, Chief, Division of Transportation Planning, Caltrans

California Sustainable Freight Action Plan Updates
 Andre Freeman, Manager, Freight Policy Section, California Air Resource Board

 Michelle Vater, Supervisor, Freight & Transit Unit, California Energy Commission

 Eric Fredericks, Branch Chief, Sustainable Freight Planning Branch, Caltrans

 Frank Ramirez, Deputy Director, Goods Movement and Sustainable Freight GO-Biz 

 10:00 - Interregional Transportation System Plan Update (ITSP)
 Scott Sauer, Office Chief, System Planning, Caltrans

 10:20 Break



Introductions and Agenda Overview (Cont.)

 10:35 - Senate Bill 743 and Freight Presentation 
 Charles “Muggs” Stoll and Zhongren Wang, Sustainability, Caltrans

 11:05 - California Freight Advisory Committee Charter Amendments
 Yatman Kwan, Acting Office Chief, Freight Planning, Caltrans

 11:20 Roundtable updates 
 FHWA, CTC, CalSTA, and Caltrans

 11:50 Public and Closing Comments 

 12:00 Meeting Adjourned



Caltrans Goals and Priorities 

 Safety 
 Modality 
 Innovation
 Efficiency
 Partnership
 Equity



COVID-19 Responses
Avital Barnea

Deputy Secretary for Transportation Planning

California State Transportation Agency



State Agencies Under the CalSTA
Umbrella



California’s Major 
Freight Facilities
 12 seaports with numerous terminal facilities

 12 airports with major cargo operations

 2 Class I railroads and 27 short line railroads 
that operate over 6,500 miles of track

 5,800 miles of Interstate and State highways

 7 land border ports of entry with Mexico

 19,000 miles of pipelines

 Vast warehouse/distribution sector

 Local connector roads



Freight and COVID-19

Sources: covid19.ca.gov, abc7.com



Impacts to California Seaports

 Decreased 
imports/exports

 Manufacturing 
disruptions

 Declining consumer 
demand

 Blank sailings

 Loss of tourism

 Passenger cruises barred 
from sailing

 Tenant rent relief

 Staff taking on extra 
duties

Sources: youtube.com, pashagroup.com



Impact at Border Crossings

Cargo from Mexico to U.S.

 February to April 2020: ↓20%

 April to May 2020: ↑10%

Sources: timesofsandiego.com, freightwaves.com



Warehousing 
in California

Warehouse Vacancy Rates

 2008: 9-10%

 2020: <4% in Northern CA, 
near 0% in Southern CA

Source: Census Data, California Statewide Freight Forecasting Model database



Overweight Truck 
Special Permits

"Authorizing these special 
exceptions clears a path for greater 
volumes of material vital in the 
fight against COVID-19. Emergency 
medical supplies and equipment, 
groceries, perishable items, water 
and countless other essential items 
will now reach their destinations 
more rapidly than they did before, 
at a time when people need them 
most.“

- Toks Omishakin, Caltrans Director 



PPE Distribution

Source: cdllife.com, oesnews,com

 150 freight stakeholders surveyed

 Thousands of masks and units of hand sanitizer distributed

 10 CHP mask distribution locations across California



Food Trucks at Rest Areas

Sources: latimes.com, wattagnet.com



Commercial License 
Extensions & Virtual 
Services



Potential Future Impacts

Sources: forbes.com, cnet,com, wsj.com, allstate.com



National Truck Flow Projections

Source: Federal Highway Administration



Thank you
Avital Barnea

Deputy Secretary for Transportation 
Planning

California State Transportation Agency

avital.barnea@calsta.ca.gov

mailto:Avital.barnea@calsta.ca.gov


California Freight Mobility 
Plan 2020

Marlon Flournoy, Division Chief, 

Transportation Planning, Caltrans



CFMP 2020 Release

 California Freight Mobility Plan 2020 will be posted on the 
Office of Freight Planning website

 CFAC will be notified

 Next steps: Developing ‘Implementation Plan’ for CFMP 
strategies by priority

 Creating scope for the next update (CFMP 2025)

 Thank you, CFAC members!



CFMP 2020 Strategies
 Multimodal-3-E: Give priority in the freight plan to projects 

implementing state-of-the-art and demonstration technologies
 Economic Prosperity-1-B: Collaborate with freight industry to 

identify critical projects and develop strategic investment 
strategies, including public-private partnerships

 Environmental Stewardship-1-B: Encourage freight mode shift to rail 
and water to reduce VMT and GHG emissions from roadway freight 
transport where and when viable

 Healthy Communities-1-A: Implement projects in freight corridors 
that are specifically targeted toavoiding, reducing, or mitigating 
freight impacts on the environment and communities

 Safety & Resiliency-1-A: Expand the system of truck parking 
facilities

 Asset Management-1-B: Identify maintenance and preservation 
needs on priority freight corridors



Identifying Freight Priorities

Partner input for freight priorities
 District Survey 
 External Stakeholder Survey – CFAC members/alternates
 Interagency Group Survey
Others



California Sustainable 
Freight Action Plan 

Updates and 
Implementation

Andre Freeman, Manager, Freight Policy Section, California Air Resource Board

Michelle Vater, Supervisor, Freight & Transit Unit, California Energy Commission

Eric Fredericks, Branch Chief, Sustainable Freight Planning Branch, Caltrans

Frank Ramirez, Deputy Director, Goods Movement and Sustainable Freight, GO-Biz 



New CARB Freight Regulatory Actions 
(1st Board hearing dates shown)

Zero Emission Requirements

Cleaner Combustion Requirements

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

Updated: 6/30/2020



Energy Commission Updates 

 Recent Integrated Energy Policy Report (IEPR) workshop on 
heavy-duty ZEV market trends 05/20/20

 Update to the California Vehicle-Grid Integration Roadmap

 New website for the CEC's biennial charging infrastructure 
assessment under AB2127

 CEC/CARB Upcoming Grant Funding Opportunity: Zero-
Emission Drayage Truck and Infrastructure Pilot Project

 CEC Upcoming MD/HD ZEV Blueprint Funding Opportunity



Caltrans Updates

 Advanced Technology Corridors at Border Ports of Entry 
(POE) Pilot Project

 Advanced Technology for Truck Corridors Pilot Project

 Statewide Truck Parking Study

 California Short Line Rail Improvement Plan



GO-Biz Updates

 California Sustainable Freight Foundations Certificate For 
Middle Managers: A Workforce Development Pilot Project 
for the CSFAP



Questions? 



ITSP

2021 Update



Purpose

The 2015 Interregional Transportation Strategic Plan (ITSP) 
identified 11 Strategic Interregional Corridors in California 

Priority Interregional Facilities are identified within the 11 
corridors
Focused on improving interregional (long-distance) travel for 
“people, vehicle, and goods.”
The Corridors provides guidance and prioritization for the 
Interregional Transportation Improvement Program (ITIP)



2015 
Strategic 

Interregional 
Corridors and 

Facilities



Alignment with Modal Plans and 
Statewide Goals

California Transportation 
Plan 2050
California Freight Mobility 
Plan
California State Rail Plan

Executive Order N-19-19
Climate Goals
Greenhouse Gas 
Reduction

Senate Bill 743
Reduce Vehicle Miles 
Traveled 



ITSP and ZEV 
Coordination

Caltrans ZEV Program Lead
California Energy Commission 
(CEC) 

Incorporate DC Fast Charger Long 
Distance Travel Analysis into ITSP 
(~100 miles)
Incorporating Electrical Vehicle 
Infrastructure (EVI) in ITSP and 
System Planning Documents
Collaborate with CEC on modeling 
needs in CSTDM



Implementation How the ITSP is 
Implemented

ITIP via State Transportation 
Improvement Program (STIP) 
Guidelines

Corridor Plan Guidance 

District System Planning 
Corridor Plans

Funding Opportunities 
for Implementation

Solutions for Congested 
Corridors Program

Transportation Corridor 
Enhancement Program

Federal Grants

SHOPP

Local Sales Tax Measures



Schedule

Summer 2020 - ITSP Website Launch at CTP 2050 Workshops

Fall 2020 - Stakeholder Workshops

Winter 2020 – Release of Draft Plan and Public Workshops

Final ITSP due March 2021



Contact

Frances Dea-Sanchez
ITSP Program Manager
frances.dea-sanchez@dot.ca.gov

Scott Sauer
Chief, Office of Multimodal System Planning
Scott.sauer@dot.ca.gov

mailto:frances.dea-sanchez@dot.ca.gov
mailto:Scott.sauer@dot.ca.gov


Break
10:20-10:35



Partner Agency Updates

SB 743 UPDATE   
Briefing for the California Freight Advisory Committee
Zhongren Wang
Charles “Muggs” Stoll

07.15.2020



SB 743 and Freight –
VMT and Induced Travel

Section 15064.3. Determining the Significance of 
Transportation Impacts subdivision (a) Purpose states:

“vehicle miles traveled” refers to the amount and distance of 
automobile travel attributable to a project.

Per OPR Technical Advisory (pg. 4):

“the term “automobile” refers to on-road passenger vehicles, 
specifically, cars and light trucks. Heavy-duty truck VMT 
could be included for modeling convenience and ease of 
calculation”

41



SB 743 and Freight –
CEQA process

Transportation Analysis

 TAF Guidance - For transportation analysis, specifically 
VMT analysis

 TAC Guidance - Other transportation CEQA Checklist 
items

*Case Study – Truck Climbing Lane in Rural Area
Other non-transportation CEQA issues, e.g., aesthetics, 
biological resources, agriculture and forestry

42



SB 743 and Freight –
Comments Received

Summary of comments received on Draft TAF and TAC:
 Clarify whether/how the induced travel methodology includes freight. 
 Clarify whether truck VMT is included in VMT calculation for GP lane 

addition project.
 Clarify analysis requirements for a truck climbing lane on a freeway facility.
 Clarify whether/how goods movement projects on the SHS (e.g., SR 99, I-

5, US 101) that are identified in existing sales tax measures are affected. 
 Consider shift from truck to rail to reduce truck traffic, enhance safety, slow 

facility degradation, and alleviate congestion.
 Clarify whether/how truck-generated VMT for industrial and other projects 

should be addressed.

43



SB 743 and Freight –
Issues for Future Consideration

What additional issues related to freight/goods movement 
need to be addressed in the future in terms of SB 743 
implementation? 

What additional guidance would be helpful relative to these 
identified issues?

We look forward to working with Freight stakeholders as the 
implementation process evolves. 

44



California Freight 
Advisory Committee 

Charter Amendments

Yatman Kwan, Office Chief, 

Southern California Freight Planning, Caltrans



Amendment #1

Delegate the nomination power from the 
Caltrans Director to the Deputy Director of 
Modal Programs 



Amendment #2

 Removal of members who have not attended 
or sent an alternate in his/her place for five 
(5) consecutive meetings. A Participation 
Reminder will be sent to the member after 
three (3) consecutive absences. 



Amendment #3

 Change the frequency of meetings from a 
quarterly basis to a minimum of two per year 



Questions?



Federal Highway 
Administration 

Updates
Tashia J. Clemons

Director, Planning & Environment, Federal Highway Administration  
California Division



California 
Transportation 

Commission
Updates

Hannah Walter
Associate Deputy Director, California Transportation Commission



California 
Transportation Agency

Updates
Avital Barnea

Deputy Secretary, California State Transportation Agency



Caltrans
Updates

Marlon Flournoy
Division Chief, Transportation Planning, Caltrans



Public and Closing
Comments 



Thank you
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