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District 06 Mobility Performance Report 

2020 Second Quarter 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Overview 

Caltrans District 6 is geographically diverse, and the second largest of the 12 Districts statewide, 

stretching from the southernmost part of Yosemite National Park in the north to the Mojave Desert. 

Also referred to as the Central Valley, District 6 encompasses Madera, Fresno, Tulare, Kings, and 

Kern counties.  District 6 maintains and operates 476 miles of freeway and 1,554 miles of rural 

and urban highway. This District has the largest portion of road miles to maintain in the state 

highway system with 2,030 miles.  Interstate 5 and State Route 99 span District 6, connecting the 

Central Valley to Northern and Southern California.  These two routes and many others support 

substantial truck traffic for the agricultural base of the region.  

The Mobility Performance Report (MPR) quarterly analysis compares current data with 

information from the same quarter of the previous year, and from the previous quarter using the 

following performance measures: 

o Vehicle Miles of Travel (VMT) 

o Vehicle Hours of Delay (VHD) 

o Lost Lane Miles (equivalent lost productivity) 

o Detector Health 

This information is based on continuous data collected by automated vehicle detector stations 

deployed on urban-area freeways with recurrent congestion. The MPR presents congestion delay 

information at two speed thresholds: delay from vehicles traveling below 35 miles per hour (mph), 



 2 

D
is

tri
ct

 0
6 

M
ob

ili
ty

 P
er

fo
rm

an
ce

 R
ep

or
t |

  7
/2

8/
20

20
 

and delay from vehicles traveling below 60 mph.  The delay at the 35 mph threshold represents 

severe congestion while delay at 60 mph represents all congestion.  The criteria for speed 

thresholds are set by Caltrans and are based on engineering experience and District input. 
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F INDINGS 

For the second quarter of 2020, total delay was approximately 109 thousand (233 thousand last 

quarter) Vehicle Hours of Delay (VHD) at the 35 miles per hour (mph) speed threshold, and 692 

(1,293 thousand last quarter) thousand VHD at the 60mph threshold.  The average non-holiday 

weekday experience was approximately 1,338 (2,967 thousand last quarter) VHD at 35mph.  

Compared to the previous quarter, there was an approximately 54.9 percent decrease in 35mph 

average non-holiday weekday quarterly delay and a decrease approximately 47.1 percent in 60 

mph.  Thus, delay (VHD) for non-holiday at 35 mph and non-holiday at 60 mph drops at about 66 

percent and 45 percent respectively compare to quarter 2 of last year.  

In comparison with the last quarter (Q1) and quarter two (Q2) of last year, it is anticipated that 

both VHD and VMT will be lower due to the reduction of automotive travel because the  impact 

of Covid-19 pandemic.  For the entire district, the total VHD for this fourth quarter experienced a 

decrease of approximately 53.1 percent when compared to the previous quarter, however the delay 

varied with respect to each County and route.  The VHD also experienced considerable drop of 

approximately 62.2 percent when comparing this quarter to the first quarter of 2019.  Vehicle Miles 

Traveled (VMT) decreased approximately 9.6 percent when compared to the last quarter, and 21.4 

percent drop in VMT compare to quarter one of last year.  Fresno County and Kern Counties still 

experience the largest delay among the five counties in District 6; this is because they include the 

two largest metropolitan cities, Fresno and Bakersfield.   

For comparison of VHD to the previous quarter (Q1), Tulare County experienced a reduction of 

69 percent, while Madera County reported a decrease of approximately 92 percent, at the 35mph 

threshold compare to Q2 of last year.  This may have been due to the reduction of motorists on SR 

99 and because most people are teleworking from home as well as all schools were out for the 

entire quarter. 

 

CENTRAL REGION ONGOING PROJECTS 

For the entire Quarter 2 of 2020, construction activities may be a big contributor to the delay due 

to reduction of regular commute traffic in most of the state routes in the District.  Following 



 4 

D
is

tri
ct

 0
6 

M
ob

ili
ty

 P
er

fo
rm

an
ce

 R
ep

or
t |

  7
/2

8/
20

20
 

projects are considered to possibly have an impact delay due to lane closures (mainly I5, SR 99 

and SR 41) in District 6. 

Fresno County 

State Route 99; 06-0S460 0615000038 Pavement Rehabilitation (PM 0.9/5.0) 

State Route 41; 06-0Y080 0619000242 Cold plane, AC Pavement (PM 0/6.1 Maintenance 

project) 

Kern County 

Interstate I-5; 06-0Y050 0619000153 RHMA and Panel Replacement (PM 30.8/40.0 

Maintenance Project) 

Interstate I-5; 06-0T010 0615000004 Install Vehicle Detection System (PM 1.2/77.1)  

State Route 99; 06-0Q280 0613000051 3Rs Roadway Rehabilitation (PM 23.6/28.4) 

State Route 58; 06-48460 0600000484 Construct 6/8 lanes freeway (PM 31.7/55.6) 

 

Kings County 

State Route 41; 06-0Y090 0619000217 Digouts and RMA (PM 16.1.5/20.0 Maint. Project) 

 

Madera County 

State Route 99; 06-47090 0600000973 Route 99 4-L to 6-L (PM 7.5/15.1) 

 

Tulare County 

State Route 99; 06-1A070 0619000183 Pumping Plant Repair (PM 7.1) 
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State Route 99; 06-0R170 0614000051 Roadside Safety Improvement  (PM 28.9/31.0) 

State Route 198; 06-0S340 0614000114 Pavement Rehabilitation (PM R11.7/R19.7) 

 

BOTTLENECKS REPORTED FOR QUARTER 2 

For this quarter, PeMS system did not report any active bottlenecks for the District.  Active 

bottleneck locations are defined (or computed by PeMS) as delay (VHD) be at least 20 percent of 

all weekdays during the quarter, persisted for at least 15 minutes on average, and caused more than 

100 vehicle hours of delay (VHD) per weekday. 

 

QUARTERLY MOBILITY STATISTICS 

(Summary in the next 4 pages) 
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