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2016 Second Quarter 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Overview 

Caltrans District 3 contains eleven counties that are located in northern California.  Most of 

its congestion and delay take place in urbanized counties of Sacramento, Yolo, and Placer. 

The Mobility Performance quarterly analysis compares information with over a year ago and 

over last quarter in the following performance measures: 

  Vehicle Miles of Travel (VMT)) 

  Vehicle Hours of Delay (VHD), Bottleneck Locations 

  Lost Lane Miles (equivalent lost productivity) 

  Detector Health 

This information is based on data collected every day of the quarter, twenty–four hours a day, by 

automated vehicle detector stations deployed on urban-area freeways where congestion is regularly 

experienced. The MPR presents congestion information at two speed thresholds: delay from 

vehicles traveling below 35 miles per hour (mph), and delay from vehicles traveling below 60 

mph. The delay at the 35 mph threshold represents severe congestion while delay at 60 mph 

represents all congestion, both light and heavy. These thresholds are set by Caltrans and are based 

upon engineering experience and District input. 

1 



  

 

 

     
      

  
   

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       
 

 

 

   

         

          

          

         

         

          

          

         

         

         

FINDINGS 

In the first quarter, total delay equaled 1.1 million vehicle hours of delay (VHD) at the 35 mph 
speed threshold, and 3.0 million VHD at the 60 mph threshold. The average weekday delay 
experienced in this quarter was approximately 14 thousand VHD at 35 mph, and 40 thousand VHD 
at 60 mph. 

Top Ten Bottlenecks for this Quarter 

Fwy Location Shift Abs PM CA PM 
# Days 

Active 

Average 

Extent 

(Miles) 

Total 

Delay 

(veh-hrs) 

Total 

Duration 

(minutes) 

US50-E Stockton Blvd. PM 6.345 R.711 63 2.34 44,073 7,100 

SR51-N North of A St. PM 2.0 2.0 64 1.43 40,923 9,805 

SR99-N EB 47th Ave AM 295.27 20.8 63 3.81 37,699 5,750 

SR51-N NB Fulton Ave. PM 6.87 6.87 64 2.1 31,156 9,155 

I80-E E of CR 105d PM 76.688 4.501 32 4.25 30,748 3,825 

SR51-S EB Exposition Bl. PM 3.32 3.32 64 0.99 30,059 12,395 

SR99-S EB Consumnes River PM 290.643 16.198 50 2.18 27,242 8,700 

SR51-S Auburn Blvd AM 7.551 7.569 63 1.64 21,482 7,610 

SR160-S 51/160 IC PM 49.35 46.749 62 0.7 18,332 11,995 

US50-W 16th St PM 4.723 L1.567 49 2.02 16,828 3,700 

Note:  For the table above, the quarterly delay calculation was based on 60 mph threshold, AM 
or PM weekday peak period. 
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Quarterly Mobility  Statistics  

Measure Graph Percentage Change
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Measure Graph

Average 
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Hours of 

Delay by Day
of Week
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Measure Graph
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Congestion by R oute

Route County

Difference Difference 
2016 Q2-2016 Q12016 Q2-2015 Q2 Rank

Vehicle Hours of Delay 
at 35 mph

2015 Q2 2016 Q1 
2016 Q2

Absolute Percentage Absolute Percentage 2015 Q2 2016 Q1 2016 Q2
SR51 Sacramento 253,375 282,809 289,734 36,359 14.4% 6,925 2.4% 1 1 1

US50 Sacramento 132,489 163,194 175,009 42,520 32.1% 11,816 7 2 % 2 2 2

SR99 Sacramento 113,300 142.885 155,609 42,309 37 3% 12,723 85% 3 3 3

180 Yolo 93,292 81,245 109,724 16,432 17.6% 28,479 35.1% 4 5 4

15 Sacramento 74,612 105,505 107,199 32,588 43.7% 1,694 1.6% 5 4 5

US50 Yolo 22,672 35,655 41,566 18,895 83 3% 5,912 16.6% 7 7 6

180 Sacramento 51,017 34,736 40,692 -10,325 -20-2% 5,957 17.1% 6 8 7

SR113 Yolo 4,802 14,514 39,833 35,031 729.5% 25,319 174.4% 11 11 8

SR70 Yuba 1,726 11,606 33,845 32,120 1861.4% 22,239 191.6% 14 13 9

SR160 Sacramento 19,160 28,942 27,724 8,564 44.7% -1,218 -4.2% 9 9 10

180 Placer 21,107 42,070 27,535 6,427 30.5% -14,535 -34.6% 8 6 11

SR65 Placer 13,989 15,667 21,026 7,037 503% 5,359 34.2% 10 10 12

180 Nevada 3,805 13,518 4,025 221 5.8% -9,493 -70-2% 12 12 13

15 Yolo 3,277 3,670 1,758 -1,519 -46.4% -1,912 -52.1% 13 14 14

SR99 Butte 25 553 1,729 1,704 6870.2% 1,176 212.9% 17 15 15

US50 El Dorado 504 86 1,356 852 169-2% 1,270 1480.1% 15 16 16

SR99 Sutter 66 59 78 11 165% 19 32.0% 16 17 17

SR275 Yolo : 0 1 -1 -45.5% 1 18 18

180 Sierra 0 0 0 0 0

SR12 Sacramento 0 0 0 0 0
TOTALS 809,218 976,712 1,078,443 269,225 33.3% 101,732 10.4% |

US-50 in El Dorado County had the highest rate of increase in delay with 1,480% when 

comparing with previous quarter. The increase in delay could be contributed by construction 

activities from the new interchange on Silva Valley Parkway. This project should be completed 

by summer/2016.
As identified by the congestion table above, there was a 33.3% increase in delay when 

comparing the same quarter with the previous year; and the VMT was 11.4% higher. The 

increase in delay could be caused by higher traffic demand since the VMT was significantly 

higher.
Based on the total delay by route, SR-51 is the worst performing freeway in District 3. The 

district is exploring the best possible ways to reduce the delay in the affected areas.
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