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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Overview

Caltrans District 4 is comprises of nine counties that border the San Francisco Bay:
Alameda, Contra Costa, Marin, Napa, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Clara, Solano, and
Sonoma Counties. Although these are urban counties, they do contain a large amount of sparsely

populated land.

The Mobility Performance quarterly analysis compares information with over a year ago

and over last quarter in the following performance measures:

o Vehicle Miles of Travel (VMT)
o Vehicle Hours of Delay (VHD)
o Lost Lane Miles (equivalent lost productivity)

o Detector Health

This information is based on data collected every day of the quarter, twenty—four hours a
day, by automated vehicle detector stations deployed on urban-area freeways where congestion
is regularly experienced. The MPR presents congestion information at two speed thresholds:
delay from vehicles traveling below 35 miles per hour (mph), and delay from vehicles traveling
below 60 mph. The delay at the 35 mph threshold represents severe congestion while delay at
60 mph represents all congestion, both light and heavy. These thresholds are set by Caltrans and

are based upon engineering experience and District input.




FINDINGS

In the third quarter, total delay equaled 7.6 million vehicle hours of delay (VHD) at the
35 mph speed threshold, and 15.7 million VHD at the 60 mph threshold. Compared to the same
quarter the year before, there was a 40% increase in 35 mph total quarterly delay and 30.6%
increase in 60 mph total quarterly delay. This increase may be due to the recovering economy

and also a 14% increase in good working detector that were able to capture more congestion.

The average weekday delay experienced in this quarter was approximately 100 thousand
VHD at 35 mph, and 210 thousand VHD at 60 mph. Thursday continues to be the most
congested day of the week. There was a large increase seen between the year before third
quarter Saturday and Sunday time of day charts. Three factors contributed to this increase. The
main cause was a data collection software bug that caused the system to stop collecting data
mostly during the weekends. The other causes were the overall increase in working detectors

and the increased congestion caused by the improving economy.

Alameda County with 2.7 million vehicle hours of total delay during the third quarter and
Santa Clara County with 1.6 million vehicle hours of total delay continues to be the most

congested and second most congested counties in the District.
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Quarterly Mobility Statistics
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