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Colusa County Economic Forecast

Forecast Summary

* Approximately 200 jobs are expected to be created in Colusa
County in 2019. Through 2024, an average of 50 jobs are expected
to be created each year.

¢ The largest gains are expected in agriculture, manufacturing, and
government. Together, these sectors will account for 80 percent
of net job creation in the county between 2018 and 2024.

¢ The unemployment rate averaged 12.9 percent in 2018 and will
improve to 12.5 percent by 2020.

e The Colusa County population is growing much more quickly
than the average for Northern California and will continue to do
so during the forecast period.

¢ Housing production remains very low in Colusa County and is not
expected to increase meaningfully from current levels.

Job Growth

e Agriculture is the largest employment sector in Colusa County,
accounting for 32 percent of all wage-and-salary jobs.

¢ Aside from agriculture, the largest industries are government and
manufacturing.

¢ During the 2018-2024 forecast period, the manufacturing industry
will generate approximately 100 jobs, while the agriculture and
government sectors will each create approximately 150 jobs. Most
other industries will expand by fewer than 20 jobs.
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Agriculture

¢ The Colusa County agriculture industry employed 3,000 workers
in 2018.

e Between 2012 and 2018, approximately 700 farm jobs were
created.

¢ Colusa County’s two most prominent crops are almonds and rice.

¢ Colusa County is the leading producing of rice in California and is
among the leading producers of almonds.

« Besides rice, other high value crops in the county include tomatoes,
walnuts, and sunflowers.
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Government Employment

Government agencies in Colusa County gained a substantial
number of jobs between 2011 and 2018, and government agencies
now employ more than 2,200 workers.

Public schools and local municipal agencies account for virtually
all of these jobs. State and federal agencies employ fewer than
150 workers in the county.

The sheriff's department is among the largest agencies in the
county, employing between 50 and 100 workers.

Several schools employ at least 50 workers, including Arbuckle
Elementary, Engling Middle School, and Pierce High School.

¢ Future employment gains will be determined by population growth
and by the condition of state and local government budgets.
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Manufacturing Employment

¢ Colusa County manufacturers accounted for 1,200 jobs in 2018.
More than 1,000 of these jobs were in food manufacturing.

¢ Food manufacturers in Colusa County turn agricultural commaodities
into finished food products.

* Some of the largest food manufacturing operations in the county
include rice mills and flower mills, which can employ up to 250
workers during busy seasons.

Population Growth

¢ The Colusa County population is growing much more quickly than
the average for Northern California.

e Compared to most counties in Northern California, Colusa County
has a younger population with a higher birth rate and lower

mortality rate.
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e Between 2012 and 2018, the natural increase (new births) was
responsible for all population growth, since net migration was
negative.

¢ Over the 2018-2024 forecast period, births will continue to be the
leading source of population growth, but net migration could add
a small number of new residents to the population.

* Between 2018 and 2024, the Colusa County population is expected
to expand by an average of 0.7 percent per year.

Unemployment and Inflation Rates

e The unemployment rate in Colusa County was 12.9 percent
in 2018, which is much higher than the average for Northern
California.

¢ Colusa County has a high unemployment rate because of its
prominent agriculture sector. Because farm workers are often
unemployed during the winter months, the annual average
unemployment rate tends to be high in heavily agricultural regions.
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¢ Inflation accelerated in 2018 as home prices and energy costs
increased across California.

e In 2019 and 2020, inflation is expected to be within a range of
2.0 percent and 3.5 percent.

New Housing Production

e From 2013 to 2018, an average of 60 new units were built in
Colusa County each year. Most were single-family homes.

¢ Between 2019 and 2024, an average of approximately 55 homes
are expected to be built each year, the majority of which will be
single-family.

Income per Capita

¢ Income per capita was $48,100 in 2018, which was above the
Northern California average of $46,200.
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e Qver the last six years, real income per capita increased at a rate
of 2.4 percent per year.

e Over the next six years, real income per capita is expected to
increase by an average of 1.5 percent per year.

Registered Vehicles

* There were approximately 29,900 registered vehicles in Colusa
County in 2018.

o By 2024, it is expected that the county will have 31,400 registered
vehicles.
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Public School Enroliment

¢ In Colusa County, approximately 4,600 students were enrolled in
K-12 public schools in 2018.

e By 2024, the county is expected to have 4,400 public K-12
students. Enroliment will decline because the population aged 5
to 17 will decline.
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Economic Indicators 2015-2018 History, 2019-2050 Forecast

Average Taxable Local Real Real
House- Household ~ New Homes  Registered Personal Retail Sales Industrial per Capita School
Population holds Income Permitted Vehicles Income Sales Tax Production Income Enrollment  Births  Deaths
(people) (thousands)  (dollars) (homes) (thousands)  (billions) (millions) (millions) (millions) (dollars) (thousands) (people) (people)

$134,977 $47,590
$132,310 J $45,681
$141,176 J $47,250
$149,774 . $48,145
$155,859 . $48,599
$162,216 . $49,293
$169,551 . $50,058
$176,968 . $50,937
$185,139 $51,814
$193,695 $52,704
$201,308 ) $53,444
$208,873 ] $54,180
$216,209 . $54,888
$224,060 ’ $55,663
$230,708 : $56,189
$238,196 [ $56,668
$245,585 ] $57,106
$252,541 l $57,237
$259,402 : $57,727
$267,173 : $58,092
$274,991 } $58,400
$283,025 : $58,502
$291,312 ] $58,615
$300,070 : $58,869
$309,139 I $58,989
$318,282 : $59,259
$327,999 ] $59,440
$337,230 J $59,701
$346,117 ! $60,105
$356,206 ! $60,728
$367,092 ; $61,239
$377,789 ; $61,700
$389,099 ! $62,153
$399,817 ! $62,517
$410,863 ! $63,020
$423,241 $63,447

Employment Sectors 2015-2018 History, 2019-2050 Forecast

Total Wage Manufac- ~ Transportation ~ Wholesale &  Financial ~ Professional Health &
& Salary Farm  Construction turing & Utilities Retail Trade  Activities Services Information Education Leisure  Government
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Socioeconomic Indicators
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