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RECENT EXTREME STORM EVENTS 
IN DISTRICT 4
On a yearly basis, Caltrans invests millions of dollars in repair and maintenance of 
the State Highway System. During a normal year, these funds are used to replace 
aging infrastructure and to maintain adequate travel conditions. But in years 
when extreme climate events occur, the damage and resulting costs of repairing 
transportation infrastructure can be extensive. In the last year alone, Caltrans has 
sustained approximately $1 billon in storm-related damages. Hillsides that burned 
during wildfires last year crumbled during the winter's record-breaking rain and 
snow storms. Between January and May of 2017, District 4 experienced weather-
related damages in 110 locations, with a cumulative cost over $250 million in 
repairs, largely from heavy precipitation and strong coastal storms. Although this 
year's weather events are "extreme" as compared to historic weather, Caltrans 
expects events of this scale to increase in frequency, due to climate change. It will 
be important that actions taken to respond to these events and similar future events 
increase system resiliency and address potential future conditions.
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