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CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
Division of Traffic Operations, Mail Station 36 
Transportation Permits Branch

California State Transportation Agency

Transportation Permits Policy Memorandum
Subject: Annual Permits for Overweight Intermodal Cargo Containers

(Ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach Heavy Container Corridors) 
Date: October 16, 2017
Policy: TPPM 2017-01
Reference: CTPAC WG7-031717-001

Objective

This memorandum amends the administration of, and the axle and gross vehicle weight limits for, 
overweight intermodal cargo container transportation permits for travel on the State Highway System 
in the vicinity of the Ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach as described by the California Vehicle Code 
(CVC) Section 35700.5. The permit conditions will be clearly documented in the Transportation Permits 
Manual (TPM).

Background

Overweight intermodal cargo container permit vehicles are allowed maximum axle and gross vehicle 
weight (6VW) provided by CVC Sections 35700.5 and 35551. Whenever axle weights and/or gross 
weight exceed the limits authorized in Section 35551, Section 35700.5 states weight limits shall be 
determined by the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans). The maximum gross weight 
limit of vehicles and loads shall not exceed 95,000 pounds GVW.

Existing Documentation

California Vehicle Code Sections 35551 and 35700.5 

Transportation Permit Manual Changes

1. Add Section 202.39 as follows:

202.39 INTERMODAL CARGO CONTAINER ANNUAL PERMIT: Used to transport intermodal cargo 
containers that are moving in international commerce, in accordance with CVC Section 35700.5.

• Permit equipment is defined as a seven axle vehicle combination comprised of a 4-axle 
tractor, 3-axle intermodal chassis trailer. Maximum gross vehicle weight is 95,000 pounds.

• 4-axle tractors, when used to transport the intermodal containers, are exempt from 
Caltrans Transportation Permits vehicle inspection requirement.

• If equipped with a lift axle, 4-axle tractors are exempt from Caltrans Transportation Permits 
common suspension and equal weight distribution lift axle requirements.

• Axle spacings and maximum weights are as indicated in Figure 202.39.
• Exempt from all interior vehicle bridge weights and from all overall vehicle bridge weight 

limits as specified in CVC Sections 35551(a) and 35551.5.
• Annual indicia sticker is required.



TPPM 2017-01
Intermodal Cargo Container (Ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach) -  Annual Permits 
October 16, 2017

W id th : Le g a l p e r  C V C  3 5 1 0 0

L e n g th : Le g a l p e r  C V C  3 5 4 0 1

H e ig h t: 1 4 '0 "  (Le g a l)

K P R A : 4 0 '0 "  m a x

W e ig h t: S e e  F ig u re  2 0 2 .3 9

T ra v e l L im its : T ra v e l is re s tr ic te d  to  sta te  h ig h w a y s  in th e  v ic in ity  o f  th e  P o rt o f  Lo s A n g e le s  a n d  th e  
P o rt o f  L o n g  B e a ch  a s  fo llo w s .

O n  th e  2 .9 -m ile  p o rt io n  o f S ta te  R o u te  4 7  a n d  S ta te  R o u te  1 0 3  k n o w n  as th e  T e rm in a l 
Is la n d  F re e w a y , b e tw e e n  S ta te  H ig h w a y  R o u te  1 in th e  C ity  o f  L o n g  B e a ch  a n d  O ce a n  
B o u le v a rd  in th e  C ity  o f  Lo n g  B e a c h , a n d  o n  th e  2 .4 -m ile  p o rt io n  o f  S ta te  H ig h w a y  R o u te  
1, th a t  is b e tw e e n  S a n fo rd  A v e n u e  in th e  C ity  o f  Los A n g e le s  a n d  H a rb o r  A v e n u e  in th e  
C ity  o f  L o n g  B e a ch .

2. Add Figure 202.39, Intermodal Cargo Container Permit Vehicle - Allowable Axle and GVW as shown 
on page 3.
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K IE N  LE , C h ie f

O ff ic e  o f  C o m m e r c ia l  V e h ic le  O p e r a t io n s

D A T E
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Figure 202.39 Overweight lntermodal Cargo Container Permit Vehicle -Allowable Axle and Gross Vehicle Weights 

ALLOWABLE AXLE AND GROSS VEHICLE WEIGHTS Maximum weights and dimensions for the sole permitted transport of intermodal 
cargo containers that are moving in international commerce on state highways as provided in California Vehicle Code Sections 35551, 
35700.5. Permit equipment is defined as a seven axle vehicle combination comprised of a 4-axle tractor, 3-axle intermodal chassis 
trailer with dimensions and weights as indicated above. Permit equipment is exempt from all interior vehicle bridge weights and overall 
vehicle bridge weight limits as specified in California Vehicle Code Sections 35551(a) and 35551.5. 4-axle tractors are exempt from 
Caltrans Transportation Permits vehicle inspection requirement. If equipped with a lift axle, 4-axle tractors are exempt from common 
suspension and equal weight distribution lift axle requirements. Annual indicia sticker is required. 
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