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CHAPTER V
ROUTING AND SAFETY REQUIREMENTS

GENERAL

This chapter covers the route clearances and other safety considerations
that need to be reviewed during the course of issuing transportation
permits. It works in conjunction with Chapter III, Section 304, "Rating
Classification” for vehicles identification and Chapter II, Vertical Height
Limitations for Route Clearances. It explains the use of the "Permit
Engineer's List" published by Structures Maintenance.

Safety considerations also include highway alignment, traffic volumes
curfew restrictions, holiday restrictions, hours of movement, pilot car
requirements, and weather restrictions among others.

BRIDGE WEIGHT LIST

The Permit Engineer's List was designed to identify restrictions for both
dimension and weight on bridges and over crossings within the
California State highway system.

It primarily shows routes with an ascending post mile. This is the
movement from south to north routing or west to east routing. It does not
include vertical clearances under street signs, pedestrian crossings,
overhead cables, falseworks, or other types of vertical impairments.
Written route surveys are required for all overheight loads exceeding
17'6" - See Chapter 1V, Section 407.2. '

It is the Permit Engineer's responsibility to identify impaired vertical
clearances at overcrossing or weight limitations on bridges or structures
along the route. When either impairment is indicated the Permit
Engineer shall terminate the State route at a convenient point where the
route may be continued on a city/county route or with an appropriate
detour.

Generally speaking, routes should be the shortest, most direct route with
the least amount of exposure to the general motoring public. Legal weight
permits that include extralegal width up to 12-feet wide may include
circuitous routing for the delivery of more than one load. All other
permits will normally route the trucker by the shortest, most direct route
to- the destination. However, this routing shall not impose a hardship on
the transporter by limiting his routes simply for the delivery of the load
or vehicle. When requested, it shall allow the transporter to a place of
secure storage or repairs. This includes. a reasonably longer route to stay
in a company yard overnight or on a weeckend.

Table 1 and 2 explain the bridge list and keys to coded information. Table 3
lists all highways and directions for ascending postmile order. Four
highways are listed with opposite direction.

Caution should be exercised when reviewing routes for vertical
clearances. When reviewing a route with ascending postmile numbers,
which is south to north or west to east movement, the "VC-RT" vertical

V-1

Revision 1/9/95



clearances shall be used. When reviewing a route with descending post
mile numbers, which is north to south movement or east to west
movement, use the vertical clearances shown under "VC-LT".

Five routes, 71, 153, 282, 580, and 780 are opposite in direction but they are
shown in the bridge list with ascending postmile numbers. Again, caution
shall be exercised when reviewing application for moves on these
highways.

Column 11 shows the rating of each structure as it relates to the vehicle
shown on the permit application. These ratings are for full bonus loading
and any axle configurations of a lesser weight is acceptable. Conditional
ratings are shown in the far right column.

Conditional ratings shall not be requested by the District Permit Engineer
except through application to Headquarters Permits. Conditional ratings
shall not be requested unless it is in the interest of uniform application to
all tramsporters.

When existing bridges are being strengthened or newly constructed
bridges are completed, permit ratings should not be assumed, it can fake
up to nine months for the permit rating to be distributed. If there is no
practical route around the structure and there is a high permit demand
for the use of the structure, District Permit Engineers shall route their
request to expedite the issuance of the final permit rating through the
Headquarters permit office.

The first letter is for a vehicle combination routed as a five axle
configuration; the second letter is for seven axle configuration; the third
letter is for a nine axle configuration; the fourth letter is for a eleven
axle configuration and the fifth 1letter is for a thirteen axle
configuration. Refer to Chapter III, Section 304 for complete Rating
Classification.

The Permit Engineers list is updated, printed as a complete package and
distributed every two years. Individual bridge review ratings are
updated, processed and disseminated throughout the year. These
updatings are sent out as completed and shall be incorporated into the
master listing at each district permjt office until a complete reprinting of
the Engineers List is distributed.
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