
Figure 2A-1.  Examples of Enhanced Conspicuity for Signs 

A – W16-15P plaque above 
a regulatory or warning 
sign if the regulation or 
condition is new 

F – Supplemental beacon 

B – Red or orange flags 
above a regulatory, 
warning, or guide sign 

C – W16-18P plaque above 
a regulatory sign 

G – LEDs in border 

D – Solid yellow, solid fluorescent 
yellow, or diagonally striped 
black and yellow (or black and 
fluorescent yellow) strip of 
retroreflective sheeting 
around a warning sign 

E – Vertical retroreflective 
strip on sign support 
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A) RMS-1(CA) 
Fluorescent Red vertical retroreflective 
strip on STOP and DO NOT ENTER 
package sign supports 

D) RMS-4(CA) 
Fluorescent Yellow vertical retroreflective strip 
on pedestrian and bicycle sign supports 

B) RMS-2(CA) 
White vertical retroreflective strip 
on YEILD and other white 
regulatory sign supports 

C) RMS-3(CA) 
Fluorescent Yellow-Green vertical retroreflective strip 
on pedestrian, bicycle, and school zone 
sign supports 

Figure 2A-1(CA). California Examples of Enhanced Conspicuity for Signs 
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E – Roadside assembly 
in rural area 

12 ft MIN. 

5 ft 
MIN. 

A – Roadside sign in rural area 

12 ft MIN. 
5 ft 

MIN. 

B – Roadside sign in rural area 

6 ft MIN. 

Shoulder wider than 6 ft 

5 ft 
MIN. 

D – Warning sign with advisory 
speed plaque in rural area 

12 ft MIN. 

4 ft 
MIN. 

F – Sign on nose 
of median 

7 ft 
MIN. 4 ft 

MIN. 

C – Roadside sign in 
business, commercial, 
or residential area 

2 ft 
MIN. 7 ft* 

MIN. 

* Where parking or pedestrian movements are likely to occur 

H – Overhead sign 

6 ft MIN. 

Shoulder 

17 ft 
MIN. 

G – Freeway or expressway sign with secondary sign 

6 ft MIN. 

12 ft MIN. 

Shoulder 

5 ft 
MIN. 

8 ft 
MIN. 

Note: See Section 2A.16 for reduced lateral offset distances that may be used in areas where lateral offsets are limited, and in 
business, commercial, or residential areas where sidewalk width is limited or where existing poles are close to the curb. 

_J 1 

l 

Figure 2A-2.  Examples of Heights and Lateral Locations of Sign Installations 
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Figure 2A-2 (CA). Examples of Heights and Lateral Locations of Sign Installations 

NOTES: 
These sign positions are typical and should be 
considered a standard. When physical conditions 
require deviation from these typicals, they should 
be documented. When clear roadside recovery 
areas are provided, signs shall be placed as far 
from the traveled way as possible, up to 30 ft. When 
possible, they should be placed in protected locations. 

Signs in medians shall be placed at midpoint of 
median, and should not be closer than 6 ft from the 
edge of a paved shoulder, or if none, 12 ft from the 
edge of the traveled way. When appropriate, signs 
for opposing directions shall be placed back to back. 

E.T.W. = Edge ofTraveled Way 
E.P.S. = Edge of Paved Shoulder 

FREEWAY AND EXPRESSWAY LOCATIONS 
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from E.P.S. >+----+-_.., 

I I 
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with Sidewalk 
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30 ft Max.* ....+---___.,~ 

6ft Min. 
from E.P.S. _j__ 

1 in .-
I 

L __ J 

California MUTCD 2026 Edition (DRAFT) 
(FHWA’s MUTCD 2023 Edition, as amended for use in California) 

CTCDC Agenda Item 25-08 – Attachment #2 
Page 4 

Chapter 2A – General (DRAFT) Figures 
Part 2 Signs 

                                                                              (DRAFT - For review purposes only) October 13, 2025 

Figure 2A-2(CA). California Examples of Heights and Lateral Locations of Sign Instalations 



6 ft to 12 ft MIN. 

6 ft to 12 ft MIN. 

6 ft to 12 ft MIN. 

A – Acute-angle intersection 

C – Minor crossroad 

E – Divisional island 

2 ft MIN. 

Minor 
road 

Major 
road 

4 ft MIN. 

2 ft MIN. 

D – Urban intersection 

Marked or 
unmarked 
crosswalk 

SIDEWALK 

6 ft to 12 ft MIN. 

6 ft to 12 ft MIN. 

6 ft to 12 ft MIN. 

F – Wide-throat intersection 

50 ft MAX. 

2 ft MIN. 

6 ft to 12 ft MIN. 

B – Channelized intersection 

Note: Lateral offset is a minimum of 6 feet measured from the edge of the shoulder, or 
12 feet measured from the edge of the traveled way. See Section 2A.16 for lower 
minimums that may be used in urban areas, or where lateral offset space is limited. 

2 ft 
MIN. 

Q 
Q 

Q 

R1-1 R1-2 

Figure 2A-3.  Examples of Locations for Some Typical Signs at Intersections 
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Figure 2A-4.  Relative Locations of Regulatory, Warning, and 
Guide Signs on an Intersection Approach (Sheet 1 of 4) 

W2-1 

U.S. 46 

U.S. 46 

Defense Highway 

200 ft 
MIN. 

200 ft 
MIN. 

200 ft 
MIN. 

600 ft 
MIN. 

800 ft 
MIN. 

200 ft 
MIN. 

400 ft 
MIN. 

Wood Avenue 

200 ft 
MIN. 

200 ft 
MIN. 

(Optional) 

W3-1 

B – Multi-lane approachA – Single-lane approach 

Legend 
Direction of travel 

Note: See Chapter 2D for information on guide signs 
and Part 3 for information on pavement markings 

See Table 2C-3 for the recommended minimum distance 
See Section 2C.41 for the application of the W2-1 sign 
and Section 2C.35 for the application of the W3-1 sign 
See Section 2B.27 for the application of Intersection 
Lane Control signs 

... 
... .... .... 
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R3-8 Series 

R3-5 R3-6 

D3-1 

W16-8P 
(see Note 2) 

W3-3 
(see Note 1) 

D3-2 

Alternate Signing at Overhead Location 

Sign Schedule 

Shoulder 
Travel 
lane 
Left 
only 

200 ft 
min. 

200 ft 
min. 

Varies 

Main St 

Maple St 

50 ft 

Travel 
lane 

Left or 
thru 

Travel 
lane 
Thru 
only 

Travel 
lane 
Right 
only 

Shoulder 

R3-5 R3-6 

OR 

R3-8 
Series 

Shoulder 
Travel 
lane 
Left 
only 

Travel 
lane 

Left or 
thru 

Travel 
lane 
Thru 
only 

Travel 
lane 
Right 
only 

Shoulder 

Shoulder 
Travel 
lane 
Left 
only 

Travel 
lane 

Left or 
thru 

Travel 
lane 
Thru 
only 

Travel 
lane 
Right 
only 

Shoulder 

R3-8 
Series 

Section Sign NameSign 
Designation 

2B.28 Mandatory Movement Overhead Lane ControlR3-5 
2B.29 Optional Movement Overhead Lane ControlR3-6 
2B.30 Advance Intersection Lane ControlR3-8 
2C.35 Advance Traffic Control Warning (Signal Ahead)W3-3 
2C.65 Advance Street Name Supplemental PlaqueW16-8P 
2D.45 Street NameD3-1 
2D.46 Advance Street NameD3-2 
2D.36 Overhead Destination GuideD Series 
2D.37 Advance Intersection Overhead 

Arrow-per-Lane Guide 
D Series 

Notes: 
1. See Table 2C-3 for location. 
2. If D3-2 is not used. 
3. Pavement markings shown for reference 

only. See Part 3 for criteria. 

C – Multi-lane approach with optional movement turn lanes 

Legend 
Direction of travel ... 

Maple St Mam St 

mg~ WEST ~ l mg ■ 

·1t T T T 11,◄ 

·1~◄ T T T 11,◄ 
•---,-

Maple St 

ID'.I~ 

WEST ~ 

For guidelines on the use of the R73-3 (CA) sign, refer to Chapter 2B.4. 

R73-3 (CA) 

Figure 2A-4.  Relative Locations of Regulatory, Warning, and 
Guide Signs on an Intersection Approach (Sheet 2 of 4) 
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R3-8 Series 

R3-7 

R3-5 R3-5 

D3-1 

W16-8P 
(see Note 2) 

W3-3 
(see Note 1) 

D3-2 

Alternate Signing at Overhead Location 

Sign Schedule 

Shoulder 
Travel 
lane 
Left 
only 

200 ft 
min. 

200 ft 
min. 

Varies 

Main St 

Maple St 

50 ft 

Travel 
lane 
Left 
only 

Travel 
lane 
Thru 
only 

Travel 
lane 
Right 
only 

Shoulder 

R3-5 R3-5 

OR 

R3-8 
Series 

Shoulder 
Travel 
lane 
Left 
only 

Travel 
lane 
Left 
only 

Travel 
lane 
Thru 
only 

Travel 
lane 
Right 
only 

Shoulder 

Shoulder 
Travel 
lane 
Left 
only 

Left 
only 

Travel 
lane 

Travel 
lane 
Thru 
only 

Travel 
lane 
Right 
only 

Shoulder 

R3-8 
Series 

Section Sign NameSign 
Designation 

2B.28 Mandatory Movement Overhead Lane ControlR3-5 
2B.28 Advance Intersection Mandatory Movement 

   Lane Control 
R3-7 

2B.30 Advance Intersection Lane ControlR3-8 
2C.35 Advance Traffic Control Warning (Signal Ahead)W3-3 
2C.65 Advance Street Name Supplemental PlaqueW16-8P 
2D.45 Street NameD3-1 
2D.46 Advance Street NameD3-2 
2D.36 Overhead Destination GuideD Series 

Notes: 
1. See Table 2C-3 for location. 
2. If D3-2 is not used. 
3. Pavement markings shown for reference 

only. See Part 3 for criteria. 

D – Multi-lane approach with mandatory movement turn lanes 

Legend 
Direction of travel 

I 

; • -; , . 

\~ ONLY 
ONLY 

·1t T T T 11,◄ 

~-
,~◄ ,◄ ,◄ ,◄ 1r 

~-
·1~◄ T T T 11◄ 

... 
4. For guidelines on the use of the R73-3 (CA) sign, refer to Chapter 2B.

R73-3(CA) R73-3(CA) 

4. For guidelines on the use of the R73-3 (CA) sign, refer to Chapter 2B. 

Figure 2A-4.  Relative Locations of Regulatory, Warning, and 
Guide Signs on an Intersection Approach (Sheet 3 of 4) 
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W2-6 
(see Note 1) 

Alternate signing at overhead location 

Sign Schedule 

Shoulder 
Travel 
lane 
Left 
only 

200 ft 
min. 

Varies 

Travel 
lane 

Left or 
thru 

Travel 
lane 
Right 
only 

Shoulder 

Shoulder 
Travel 
lane 
Left 
only 

Travel 
lane 

Left or 
thru 

Travel 
lane 
Right 
only 

Shoulder 
R3-5 Series R3-6 Series R3-8 

Series 

Section Sign NameSign 
Designation 

2B.28 Mandatory Movement Overhead Lane ControlR3-5 Series 
2B.29 Optional Movement Overhead Lane ControlR3-6 Series 
2B.30 Advance Intersection Lane ControlR3-8 
2C.41 Intersection Warning (Circular IntersectionW2-6 
2D.36 Overhead Destination GuideD Series 
2D.37 Advance Intersection Overhead 

Arrow-per-Lane Guide 
D Series 

Notes: 
1. See Table 2C-3 for location. 
2. Pavement markings shown for reference 

only. See Part 3 for criteria. 

R3-8 Series 

R3-8 Series 

E – Multi-lane approach to a circular intersection with optional movement turn lanes 

Legend 
Direction of travel .. 

*Refer to figure 2B-5 for intersection lane control sign arrow options.

** 

**All adjacent sign panels mounted on an overhead sign structures on state highways should have the same sign depth.

* 

* 

* 

*Refer to figure 2B-5 for intersection lane control sign arrow options. 

**All adjacent sign panels mounted on an overhead sign structures on state highways should have the same sign depth. 

Figure 2A-4.  Relative Locations of Regulatory, Warning, and 
Guide Signs on an Intersection Approach (Sheet 4 of 4) 
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Figure 2A-5. Intersection Configuration at a Divided Highway Crossing 
B – Single intersection 

(paths of opposing left-turning 
vehicles do not cross) 

A – Separate intersections 
(paths of opposing left-turning vehicles cross) 

Legend 
Direction of travel 
Path of left-turning      
   vehicle 

+--
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