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(includes National MUTCD 2009 Revision 3] = Netenal NUTCD 2025

The National MUTCD 2023 is published by Federal Highway Administrations (FHWA) under 23 Code of Federal Regulations
(CFR), Part 655, Subpart F. On December 19, 2023, a Final Rule adopting the National MUTCD 2023 was,published in the Federal
Register with an effective date of January 18, 2024. States must adopt theNational MUTCD as their legal State standard for traffic
control devices within two years from the effective date.

Caltrans began the process to review National MUTCD 2023 fer adoption in Californiasby soliciting CA MUTCD practitioners
statewide to form 10 Subject Matter Expert (SME) Workgroups based on the individual Parts of the MUTCD. Each SME Workgroup
conducted weekly/bi-weekly review meetings to discuss changes in the National MUTCD 2023 and compare them with current
California MUTCD 2014 Revision 8 to assess potential impacts of adopting theseichanges in California. SME Workgroup members
provided comments and recommendations to Caltransy torassist with the development of these initial draft documents. Caltrans is
preparing the initial draft version of CA MUTCD 2026 to revise California MUTCD 2014:\Revision 8 (current) to be in substantial
conformance with FHWA'’s National MUTCD 2023 (11th Edition). Initialdraft chapters‘of CA MUTCD 2026, as they are completed, are
being posted on the webpage and open to public for review and providing comments.

This “Table Comparisons” document has been prepared by Caltrans 40 share the changes that are reflected in CA MUTCD 2026
initial draft version tables, when compared to'National MUTCD 2023 tables, as well:as current CA MUTCD 2014 Revision 8 tables
(which were based on National MUTCD2009). This document identifies California specific tables that are incorporated into CA MUTCD
2026 initial draft version and tables that are not incorporated and'provides brief explanation, if they aren’t incorporated. This document
is being provided for ease inicomparison, when reviewing CA MUTCD 2026 initial draft.

Though every effort has'been made by Caltrans to ensure accuracy of this document, the inherent variances between National
MUTCD and California MUTCD; along with moving of contents and reorganization undertaken by FHWA in the National MUTCD 2023,
there may be unintentional errors or omissions in this document or seme contents may have been overlooked.

Reference’documents and information related to California’s National MUTCD 2023 review and adoption efforts is available at the
following websites:

e < National MUTCD 2023 - https://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov/
e California MUTCD 2014 Revision 8 - https://dot.ca.gov/programs/safety-programs/camutcd

o NationalMUTCD 2023 review(including CAMUTCD 2026 Drafts) - https://dot.ca.gov/programs/safety-
programs/eamutcd/nmutcd

Table changes reflectedhin CA MUTCD2026 initial draft version, when compared to current CA MUTCD 2014 Revision 8 and National
MUTCD 2023, are providedhas follows:

o Blue text, “X” and/onblue rectangle [T] and - Revisions to National MUTCD 2009 Tables in current
CA MUTCD 2014 Revision 8 that continue to be applicable to National MUTCD 2023 Tables, are being retained and shown
with markups with text comments added for explanation.

e Green text and/or green rectangle [_] and Green highlighted text - Changes in National MUTCD 2023 Tables, when
compared to current CA MUTCD 2014 Revision 8 Tables (which were based on National MUTCD 2009) are shown with
markups and text comments are added for explanation.

¢ Red text, black-text-with-red-strikethrough, “X” and/or red rectangle [] and SELIICIITTICISRENS - New changes that
are being proposed for the National MUTCD 2023 tables or current CA MUTCD 2014 Revision 8 tables are shown with
markups and text comments are added for explanation. These changes are new, some of them are needed due to the
changes in National MUTCD 2023, while others are based on current SME Workgroup member reviews and
recommendations to improve CA MUTCD.
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National MUTCD 2023 Edition

(DRAFT - For review purposes only)

Compare with CAMUTCD 2014R8

Table 1B-1. Target Compliance Dates Established by the FHWA
MUTCD . . . .
Section(s) Subject Area Specific Provision Compliance Date

Paragraph 14 - requirement for additional Weight Limit sign .

2B.64 Weight Limit Signs | with the advisory distance or directional legend in advance of gfﬁ?}?ésegﬁ?gr%? fggeﬁal_lqggte
applicable section of highway or structure

2C.25 Low Clearance Paragraph 1 - Required posting of the Low Clearance Advance 5 years from the effective date

. Signs (W12-2) (W12-2) sign in advance of the structure of this edition of the MUTCD
Low Clearance Paragraph 8 - Recommended posting of Low Clearance Overhead :
2C.25 Signs (W12-2a, | (W12-2a or 12-2b) signs on an arch or other structure under which | 2Y2ars fram the effective date
W12-2b) the clearance varies greatly
Maintaining Implementation and continued use of a method that is designed
3A.05 Minimum to maintain retroreflectivity of longitudinal pavement markings September 6, 2026
Retroreflectivity (see Paragraph 1 of Section 3A.05)

Paragraphs 3 and 7 - Recommended installation of Low Ground

8B.16 High-Profile Clearance and/or Vehicle Exclusion signs and detour signs for 5 years from the effective date

. Grade Crossings vehicles with low ground clearances that might hang up on high- of this edition of the MUTCD

profile grade crossings at locations with a known history

8D.09 Highway Traffic Assessment and determination of appropriate treatment to 10 years from the effective

through Signals at or Near | achieve compliance (preemption, movement prohibition, date of this edition
8D.12 Grade Crossings pre-signals, queue cutter signals) of the MUTCD

Chapter 1B - Legal Requirements for Traffic Control Devices

Part 1 - General

(DRAFT - For review purposes only)
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National MUTCD 2023 Edition

(DRAFT - For review purposes only)

Compare with CAMUTCD 2014R8

Table 1-2. Target Compliance Dates Established by the FHWA
2009 MUTCD
Section 2Soe0c%il<\)nr?11:i(t:|2 Specific Provision Compliance Date
Number(s)
Maintainin Implementation and continued use of an assessment or management
2A.08 Minimumg method that is designed to maintain regulatory and warning June 13. 2014*
. RO Teee T sign retroreflectivity at or above the established minimum levels ’
Y (see Paragraph 2)
. . " o T Jantrary-4+r2643-
EYOTS Loterak-Oficet- | Srashwerthiness-of sign-supperis-on-feads-withp peecHimitof- <(date-esiablichec-n-
80-mph-or-higher-{ceo-Raragraph-2) “tre-—2606-MIFED
ONE WAY Signs New requirements in the 2009 MUTCD for the number and locations of
2B.40 (R6-1, R6-2) ONE WAY signs (see Paragraphs 4, 9, and 10) December 31, 2019
2C.06 through iﬁ)ri:rc\)qr;tr?tl Revised requirements in the 2009 MUTCD regarding the use of various December 31. 2019
2C.14 Warnsi;ng Signs horizontal alignment signs (see Table 2C-5) ’
2E.31, 2E.33, Plaques for New requirement in the 2009 MUTCD to use E1-5aP and E1-5bP
and 2E.36 Left-Hand Exits plaques for left-hand exits December 31, 2014
Maintaining Implementation and continued use of a method that is designed W
3A.03 Minimum to maintain retroreflectivity of longitudinal pavement markings ;
Retroreflectivity (see Paragraph 1) fioe NMIITOD
2017
J_un_e 13,,_2044-, or when
Yellow Change and | New requirement in the 2009 MUTCD that durations of yellow change timing adjustments are
4D.26 Red Clearance and red clearance intervals shall be determined using engineering made to the individual
Intervals practices (see Paragraphs 3 and 6) intersection and/or
corridor, whichever
occurs first
2017
June 13,2044, or when
; New requirement in the 2009 MUTCD that the pedestrian change timing adjustments are
4E.06 F;i%egtinir;llgtﬁgzlss interval shall not extend into the red clearance interval and shall be made to the individual
9 followed by a buffer interval of at least 3 seconds (see Paragraph 4) intersection and/or
corridor, whichever
occurs first
Worker Safet New requirement in the 2009 MUTCD that all workers within the
6D.03** : ety right-of-way shall wear high-visibility apparel (see Paragraphs 4, 6, December 31, 2011
Considerations and 7)
. High-Visibility New requirement in the 2009 MUTCD that all flaggers within the
6E.02 Safety Apparel right-of-way shall wear high-visibility apparel December 31, 2011
e Uniform of Adult New requirement in the 2009 MUTCD for high-visibility apparel for
7D.04 Crossing Guards adult crossing guards December 31, 2011
Grade Crossing Retroreflective stri i
p p on Crossbuck sign and support (see Paragraph 7
88.03, 8B.04 (C;%Sjgﬂ%kgosrt'gns in Section 8B.03 and Paragraphs 15 and 18 in Section 8B.04) December 31, 2019
Crossbuck
Assemblies with : .
New requirement in the 2009 MUTCD for the use of STOP or YIELD
8B.04 S\T gf]';gﬂggs?[z signs with Crossbuck signs at passive grade crossings December 31, 2019
Grade Crossings
* Types of signs other than regulatory or warning are to be added to an agency’s management or assessment method as resources allow.
** MUTCD requirement is a result of a legislative mandate.
Note: All compliance dates that were previously published in Table I-2 of the 2009 MUTCD and that do not appear in this revised table have
been eliminated.

Chapter 1B - Legal Requirements for Traffic Control Devices September 4, 2024

Part 1 - General (DRAFT - For review purposes only)
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NMUTCD 2023 deleted this table (shown here as adopted in CA MUTCD 2014R8) and added new Table.1B-1 (on previous page) with new text and contents.



National MUTCD 2023 Edition

(DRAFT - For review purposes only)

Compare with CAMUTCD 2014R8

Table 1B-1. Target Compliance Dates Established by the FHWA

MUTCD . . . .
Section(s) Subject Area Specific Provision Compliance Date

Paragraph 14 - requirement for additional Weight Limit sign .

2B.64 Weight Limit Signs | with the advisory distance or directional legend in advance of gfyteh?;segﬁ?grfg? fggeﬁnl_lqggte
applicable section of highway or structure

2C.25 Low Clearance Paragraph 1 - Required posting of the Low Clearance Advance 5 years from the effective date

. Signs (W12-2) (W12-2) sign in advance of the structure of this edition of the MUTCD
Low Clearance Paragraph 8 - Recommended posting of Low Clearance Overhead :
2C.25 Signs (W12-2a, | (W12-2a or 12-2b) signs on an arch or other structure under which | 2Y2ars fram the effective date
W12-2b) the clearance varies greatly
Maintaining Implementation and continued use of a method that is designed
3A.05 Minimum to maintain retroreflectivity of longitudinal pavement markings September 6, 2026
Retroreflectivity (see Paragraph 1 of Section 3A.05)

Paragraphs 3 and 7 - Recommended installation of Low Ground

8B.16 High-Profile Clearance and/or Vehicle Exclusion signs and detour signs for 5 years from the effective date

. Grade Crossings vehicles with low ground clearances that might hang up on high- of this edition of the MUTCD

profile grade crossings at locations with a known history

8D.09 Highway Traffic Assessment and determination of appropriate treatment to 10 years from the effective

through Signals at or Near | achieve compliance (preemption, movement prohibition, date of this edition
8D.12 Grade Crossings pre-signals, queue cutter signals) of the MUTCD

Chapter 1B - Legal Requirements for Traffic Control Devices

Part 1 - General
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September 4, 2024
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“This Table s similar to Table I-2 in NMUTCD 2009 and CAMUTCD 2014 R8.



National MUTCD 2023 Edition (DRAFT - For review purposes only) Compare with CAMUTCD 2014R8

\\ Table 1-2. Target Compliance Dates Established by the FHWA /
20Q9 MUTCD
tion 2800%.MU.|1.—%D Specific Provision ComplianceDate
NumWer(s) ection Title
Maintainin Implementation and continued use of an assessment or management
2A.08 Minimumg method that is designed to maintain regulatory and warning e 13. 2014*
. RO Teee T sign retroreflectivity at or above the established minimum levels ’
\ Y (see Paragraph 2)
e kte««- pobocociz "Hﬁait—ef—//"’mw'?_m' :
- IO TR F ~ete—estabhshec R
“tre-—2606-MIFED
ONE WANSigns New requirements in the 2009 MUTCD for the number and locatiop€ of
2B.40 (R6- ’\R&L ONE WAY signs (see Paragraphs 4, 9, and 10) / December 31, 2019
2C.06 through iﬁri:r?etr?tl \ Revised requirements in the 2009 MUTCD regarding the ug€ of various December 31. 2019
2C.14 Warnsi;ng Signs Qrizontal alignment signs (see Table 2C-5) ’
2E.31, 2E.33, Plaques for NeW\equirement in the 2009 MUTCD to use E1-5gf"and E1-5bP
and 2E.36 Left-Hand Exits plaq%\for left-hand exits / Dicmperil 20n
Maintaining Implementation and continued use of a methgfl that is designed W
3A.03 Minimum to maintain réforeflectivity of longitudinal ement markings offoctive-date-aithic
Retroreflectivity (see Paragrap™]) i fioe NMIITOD
J 13 58—111 h
une 13, , or when
Yellow Change and | New requirement in th&2009 MUACD that durations of yellow change timing adjustments are
4D.26 Red Clearance and red clearance interv: be determined using engineering made to the individual
Intervals practices (see Paragraphs y@nd 6) intersection and/or
corridor, whichever
occurs first
2017
June 138-29-1-4—, or when
" New requiremen t the pedestrian change timing adjustments are
4E.06 Pedestrian Intervals | 301\ 1 shall ce interval and shall be made to the individual
and Signal Phases ; i
9 followed by gbuffer interval of at least 3 sedgnds (see Paragraph 4) intersection and/or
corridor, whichever
occurs first
Worker Safet NewEquirement in the 2009 MUTCD that all work®s within the
6D.03** Consideration}; ri d -7c;f-way shall wear high-visibility apparel (see Pafagraphs 4, 6, December 31, 2011
. High-Visibility New requirement in the 2009 MUTCD that all flaggers withifNhe
6E.02 Safety Appare; right-of-way shall wear high-visibility apparel December 31, 2011
e Uniform of dult New requirement in the 2009 MUTCD for high-visibility apparel for
7D.04 Crossin%:lgds adult crossing guards December 31, 2011
8B.03. 8B.04 (C(?;ra sbuccrl?)sgiin%s Retroreflective strip on Crossbuck sign and support (see Paragraph 7 \ December 31. 2019
e e nd Supportg in Section 8B.03 and Paragraphs 15 and 18 in Section 8B.04) \ ’
4 Crossbuck
Assemblies with : .
New requirement in the 2009 MUTCD for the use of STOP or YIELD
8B.04 S\T 5';2?;2;%2 signs with Crossbuck signs at passive grade crossings Dece r31,2019
Grade Crossings

* Ty
UTCD requirement is a result of a legislative mandate.

ote: All compliance dates that were previously published in Table I-2 of the 2009 MUTCD and that do not appear in this revised table have
been eliminated.

of signs other than regulatory or warning are to be added to an agency’s management or assessment method as resources allow.

Chapter 1B - Legal Requirements for Traffic Control Devices September 4, 2024
Part 1 - General (DRAFT - For review purposes only)
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