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CA MUTCD 2026
Figure Markups (Draft)

Current CA MUTCD CA MUTCD 2026 (Draft

CAMUTCD 2014 Revision 8 (1/11/24) CA MUTCD 2026 (Todbe finalized byi15/26)
(includes National MUTCD 2008 Revisien 3] lincluges Natignal MUTED 2028}

The National MUTCD 2023 is published by Federal Highway Administrations (FHWA) under 23 Code of Federal Regulations
(CFR), Part 655, Subpart F. On December 19, 2023, a Final Rule adopting the National MUTCD 2023 was,published in the Federal
Register with an effective date of January 18, 2024. States must adopt theNational MUTCD as their legal'State standard for traffic
control devices within two years from the effective date.

Caltrans began the process to review National MUTCD 2023 fer adoption in Californiasby soliciting CA MUTCD practitioners
statewide to form 10 Subject Matter Expert (SME) Workgroups based on the individual Parts of the MUTCD. Each SME Workgroup
conducted weekly/bi-weekly review meetings to discuss changes in the National MUTCD 2023 and compare them with current
California MUTCD 2014 Revision 8 to assess potential impacts of adopting theseichanges in California. SME Workgroup members
provided comments and recommendations to Caltransy torassist with the development of these initial draft documents. Caltrans is
preparing the initial draft version of CA MUTCD 2026 to revise California MUTCD 2014:\Revision 8 (current) to be in substantial
conformance with FHWA'’s National MUTCD 2023 (11thEdition). Initialdraft chapters'of CA MUTCD 2026, as they are completed, are
being posted on the webpage and open to public for review and providing Comments.

This “Figure Comparisons” document has been prepared by Caltrans‘to sharé'the changes that are reflected in CA MUTCD 2026
initial draft version figures, when compared toiNational MUTCD 2023 figures, as well as current CA MUTCD 2014 Revision 8 figures
(which were based on National MUTCD2009). This document identifies California specific figures that are incorporated into CA
MUTCD 2026 initial draft version and figures that are\not incorporated and provides brief explanation, if they aren’t incorporated. This
document is being provided for ease in comparison, when reviewing CA MUTCD 2026 initial draft.

Though every effort has‘been made by Caltrans to ensure accuracy of this document, the inherent variances between National
MUTCD and California MUTCD; along with moving of contents and reorganization undertaken by FHWA in the National MUTCD 2023,
there may be unintentional errors or omissions in this document or seme contents may have been overlooked.

Reference’documents and information related to California’s National MUTCD 2023 review and adoption efforts is available at the
following websites:

e « National MUTCD 2023 - https://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov/
e  California MUTCD 2014 Revision 8 - https://dot.ca.gov/programs/safety-programs/camutcd

o NationalMUTCD 2023 review(including CAMUTCD 2026 Drafts) - https://dot.ca.gov/programs/safety-
programs/eamutcd/nmutcd

Figure changes reflected,in CA MUTCD 2026 initial draft version, when compared to current CA MUTCD 2014 Revision 8 and National
MUTCD 2023, are providedhas follows:

o Blue text, “X” and/onblue rectangle [T] and - Revisions to National MUTCD 2009 Figures in current
CA MUTCD 2014 Revision 8 that continue to be applicable to National MUTCD 2023 Figures, are being retained and shown
with markups with text comments added for explanation.

e Green text and/or green rectangle [_] and Green highlighted text - Changes in National MUTCD 2023 Figures, when
compared to current CA MUTCD 2014 Revision 8 Figures (which were based on National MUTCD 2009) are shown with
markups and text comments are added for explanation.

¢ Red text, black-text-with-red-strikethrough, “X” and/or red rectangle [Jand RELRITNII[IELRET - New changes that
are being proposed for the National MUTCD 2023 figures or current CA MUTCD 2014 Revision 8 figures are shown with
markups and text comments are added for explanation. These changes are new, some of them are needed due to the
changes in National MUTCD 2023, while others are based on current SME Workgroup member reviews and
recommendations to improve CA MUTCD.
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Process for Requesting and Conducting
xperimentations for New Traffic Control Devices
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Summary of Comments on CA MUTCD 2026

Page: 1

T Number: 1 Author: Johnny Bhullar Subject: Comment on Text Date: 8/22/2024 3:57:06 PM
NMUTCD 2023 changed Figure number 1A-1to 1B-1.
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igure 1A-1 (CA). Process for Requesting and Conducting Experimentations for

(DRAFT - Fore review purposes only)

New Traffic Control Devices in California
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Page: 2
! Number: 1 Author: Johnny Bhullar Subject: Highlight Date: 8/23/2024 11:14:27 AM

Author: Johnny Bhullar Subject: Sticky Note Date: 8/23/2024 11:16:07 AM

Figure number 1A-1(CA) will be changed to 1B-1(CA) in CA MUTCD 2026.
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igure 1B-2. Process for Incorporating
New Traffic Control Devices into the MUTCD
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(see Figure 1B-1)
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Y

State manuals must
be in substantial
conformance with the
National MUTCD within
2 years as specified
in 23 CFR 655.603(a)

No action required

Jurisdictions comply
with Final Rule
provisions for device

*A change request to allow the use of a new traffic control device is considered for Interim Approval when FHWA determines that the change
will have a substantial national safety or operational benefit and that it would not be in the public interest to wait the intervening time period
before the device could otherwise be officially incorporated into the MUTCD through rulemaking.
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Page: 3

Number: 1 Author: Johnny Bhullar Subject: Comment on Text Date: 8/22/2024 3:59:56 PM

NMUTCD 2023 changed Figure number 1A-2 to 1B-2.

DNumber:Z Author: Johnny Bhullar Subject: Rectangle Date: 8/22/2024 4:15:39 PM
Author: Johnny Bhullar Subject: Sticky Note Date: 8/22/2024 4:17:57 PM
NMUTCD 2023 changed text "Analytical or laboratory study \d/or non-U. " to "Request for ‘on analytical or laboratory study™
DNumber:3 Author: Johnny Bhullar Subject: Rectangle Date: 8/22/2024 4:19:34 PM
Author: Johnny Bhullar Subject: Sticky Note Date: 8/22/2024 4:20:59 PM
NMUTCD 2023 deleted box with text "Request for change from jurisdictional or interested party"
DNumber:4 Author: Johnny Bhullar Subject: Rectangle Date: 8/22/2024 4:14:30 PM
Author: Johnny Bhullar Subject: Sticky Note Date: 8/22/2024 4:14:47 PM
NMUTCD 2023 revised text "Experiment successful (see Figure 1A-1)" to "Request for change based on successful experimentation (see Figure 18-1)".
D Number: 5 Author: Johnny Bhullar Subject: Rectangle Date: 8/22/2024 4:22:34 PM
Author: Johnny Bhullar Subject: Sticky Note Date: 8/22/2024 4:23:42 PM
NMUTCD 2023 added text "New or"
D Number: 6 Author: Johnny Bhullar Subject: Rectangle Date: 8/22/2024 4:24:30 PM
Author: Johnny Bhullar Subject: Sticky Note Date: 8/22/2024 4:25:43 PM
NMUTCD 2023 changed text "Jurisdiction restores experimentation site to original condition” to "FHWA notifies requesting party”
D Number: 7 Author: Johnny Bhullar Subject: Rectangle Date: 8/22/2024 4:26:19 PM
Author: Johnny Bhullar Subject: Sticky Note Date: 8/22/2024 4:27:02 PM
NMUTCD 2023 changed text "1A-1" to 18-1"
D Number: 8 Author: Johnny Bhullar Subject: Rectangle Date: 8/22/2024 4:28:05 PM
Author: Johnny Bhullar Subject: Sticky Note Date: 8/22/2024 4:29:44 PM
NMUTCD 2023 changed text "FHWA prepares Notice of Proposed Amendment to "FHWA develops device provisions for inclusion in the next Notice of Proposed Amendments"
D Number: 9 Author: Johnny Bhullar Subject: Rectangle Date: 8/22/2024 4:31:36 PM
Author: Johnny Bhullar Subject: Sticky Note Date: 8/22/2024 4:33:31 PM
NMUTCD 2023 changes text Jurisd Tnt ] /or comply with Final Rule" to "Jurisdictions comply with Final Rule provisions for device”
DNumber: 10 Author: Johnny Bhullar Subject: Rectangle Date: 8/22/2024 4:34:10 PM
Author: Johnny Bhullar Subject: Sticky Note Date: 8/22/2024 4:34:37 PM
NMUTCD 2023 added new text
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igure 1A-101 (CA). Process for the Use of Traffic Control Devices in California
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Approved as Interim Approval (IA) by FHWA

CTCDC will review IA during
their quarterly meeting or sooner

l

l

CTCDC recommends CT
to adopt the IA as issued
by FHWA and seeks blanket
approval from FHWA for all CA

CTCDC modifies IA and
recommends CT to adopt the
|A and seeks blanket approval

from FHWA for all CA

CTCDC rejects
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l

l

Caltrans rejects
CTCDC
recommendations
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CTCDC

recommendations

Caltrans accepts
CTCDC

recommendations

Caltrans seeks FHWA blanket
approval for IA's use for all
California

CA jurisdiction can use the |A
device and keep the state
informed about the locations

" IA shall not be used in CA
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Page 9
Page: 4
! Number: 1 Author: Johnny Bhullar Subject: Highlight Date: 8/23/2024 11:16:25 AM
Author: Johnny Bhullar Subject: Sticky Note Date: 8/23/2024 11:17:22 AM
Figure number 1A-101(CA) will be changed to 1B-101(CA) in CA MUTCD 2026.
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