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CHAPTER 7B. SIGNS

Section 7B.01 Design of School Signs
Standard:

01 Except as provided in Section 2A.07, the sizes of signs and plaques to be used on conventional roadways in
school areas shall be as shown in Table 7B-1.

02 The sizes in the Oversized column in Table 7B-1 shall be used on expressways in school areas.

Guidance:

03 The sizes in the Oversized column should be used on roadways that have four or more lanes with posted speed limits

of 40 mph or higher.
Option:

04 Signs and plaques larger than those shown in Table 7B-1 may be used (see Section 2A.07).
Standard:

05 School warning signs, inelud h : i h he peed-Lim p-and including
any supplemental plaques used in assocnatlon with these warmng s1gns, shall have a ﬂuorescent yellow-green
background with a black legend and border unless otherwise provided in this Manual for a specific sign.

06 The signs used for school area traffic control shall be retroreflective or illuminated.

Support:
07 Sections 2A.13 and 2A.14 contain provisions regarding the installation, placement, and location of signs.
08 Section 2A.15 contains provisions regarding the mounting heights of signs.

09  Section 2A.16 contains provisions regarding the lateral offsets of signs.

10 The “Standard Highway Signs” publication (see Section 1A.05) contains information regarding sign lettering.
Option:

11 In-roadway signs for school traffic control areas may be used consistent with the requirements of Sections 2B.20
and 7B.03.
Support:

12 Examples of location of school area signs and California School Assemblies for typical installations are shown in Figures 7B-2,
7B-2(CA), 7B-3 and 7B-101(CA) through 7B-104(CA).

13 Examples of school area signing, markings, flashing beacons and overhead school signs are shown in Figures 7B-2(CA) and
Figures 7B-101(CA) through 7B-104(CA).

Section 7B.02 School Area Signs and Plaques
Support:

01 Many state and local jurisdictions find it beneficial to advise road users that they are approaching a school that is
adjacent to a highway, where additional care is needed, even though no school crossing is involved and the speed limit
remains unchanged. Additionally, some jurisdictions designate school zones that have a unique legal standing in that
fines for speeding or other traffic violations within designated school zones are increased or special enforcement
techniques such as photo radar systems are used. It is important and sometimes legally necessary to mark the beginning
and end points of these designated school zones so that the road user is given proper notice.

02 The School (S1-1) sign (see Figure 7B-1 or 7B-1(CA)) has the following four applications:

A. School Area — the S1-1 sign can be used to warn road users that they are approaching a school area that might
include school buildings or grounds, a school crossing, or school related activity adjacent to the highway.

B. School Zone — the S1-1 sign can be used to identify the location of the beginning of a designated school zone.

C. School Advance Crossing — if combined with an AHEAD (W16-9P) plaque or an XX FEET (W16-2P or W16-
2aP) plaque to comprise the School Advance Crossing assembly (see Figure 7B-1), the S1-1 sign can be used to
warn road users that they are approaching a crossing where schoolchildren cross the roadway (see Section
7B.03).

D. School Crossing — if combined with a diagonal downward-pointing arrow (W16-7P) plaque to comprise the
School Crossing assembly (see Figure 7B-1), the S1-1 sign can be used to warn approaching road users of the
location of a crossing where schoolchildren cross the roadway (see Section 7B.03).

02a  The School Assemblies A(CA) through E(CA) are shown in Figure 7B-1 and Table 7B-1(CA).
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Option:

03 Ifaschool area or school zone is located on a cross street in close proximity to the intersection, a School (S1-1) sign
with a supplemental arrow (W16-5P or W16-6P) plaque (see Figure 7B-1) may be installed on each approach of the
street or highway to warn road users making a turn onto the cross street that they will encounter a school area soon after
making the turn.

Standard:

04  If a school zone has been designated under State or local statute, a School (S1-1) sign (see Figure 7B-1 or 7B-
1(CA)) shall be installed to identify the beginning point(s) of the designated school zone (see Figure 7B-2).
Option:

05 A School Zone (S1-1) sign may be supplemented with a SCHOOL (S4-3P) plaque (see Figure 7B-1 or 7B-1(CA)).
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Support:

08 The School Warning Assembly A(CA) does not need to be posted if there are no school pedestrians using the highway and the
school grounds are separated from the highway by a fence, gate or other physical barrier. Refer to CVC § 22352.
Standard:

09 The School Warning Assembly A(CA) shall be used on streets with prima facie 25 mph speed limits that are contiguous
to a school building or school grounds.

10 The SCHOOL (S4-3P) plaque shall not be used alone.
Guidance:

1 If used, the School Warning Assembly A(CA) should be posted at the school boundary. Refer to CVC § 22352.
Option:

12 If used, the School Warning Assembly A(CA) may be posted up to 500 feet in advance of the school boundary. Refer to CVC §
22352.

Section 7B.03 School Crossing Signs
Standard:

01 The School Advance Crossing assembly (see Figure 7B-1 or 7B-1(CA)) shall consist of a School Advance warning
Assembly D(CA), or a School (S1-1) sign supplemented with an AHEAD (W16-9P) plaque or an XX FEET (W16-2P
or W16-2aP) plaque.

02 Except as provided in Paragraph 3 of this Section, a School Advance Crossing assembly or Assembly D(CA)
shall be used in advance (see Table 2C-3 for advance placement guidelines) of the first School Crossing assembly
that is encountered in each direction as traffic approaches a school crosswalk (see Figure 7B- 3).

Option:

03 The School Advance Crossing assembly or Assembly D(CA) may be omitted (see Figure 7B-2) where a School Zone
(S1- 1) sign (see Section 7B.02) is installed to identify the beginning of a school zone in advance of the School Crossing
assembly.

04  Ifaschool crosswalk is located on a cross street in close proximity to an intersection, a School Advance Crossing
assembly with a supplemental arrow (W16-5P or W16-6P) plaque may be installed on each approach of the street or
highway to warn road users making a turn onto the cross street that they will encounter a school crosswalk soon after
making the turn (see Figure 7B-3).

05 A 12-inch reduced size in-street School (S1-1) sign (see Figure 7B-1), installed in compliance with the mounting
height and special mounting support requirements for an In-Street Pedestrian Crossing (R1-6 erR1-6a) sign (see
Section 2B.20), may be used in advance of a school crossing to supplement the post-mounted school warning signs. A
12 x 6-inch reduced size AHEAD (W16-9P) plaque (see Figure 7B-1) may be mounted below the reduced size in-street
School (S1-1) sign.

Standard:

0sa  The School Advance Warning Assembly D(CA) shall be used in advance of any School Crosswalk Warning Assembly

B(CA), School Crosswalk Warning Assembly E(CA) or the School Speed Limit Assembly C(CA).
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Standard:

o6  If used, the School Crossing assembly Assembly B(CA) (see Figure 7B-1 or 7B-1(CA)) shall be installed at the
school crossing (see Figures 7B-2 and 7B-3), or as close to it as possible, and shall consist of a School (S1-1) sign
supplemented with a diagonal downward-pointing arrow (W16-7P) plaque (see Section 2C.63) to show the
location of the crossing.

07 The School Crossing assembly Assembly B(CA) or E(CA) shall not be used at crossings other than those adjacent
to schools and those on established school pedestrian routes.

08 The School Crossing assembly Assembly B(CA) or E(CA) shall not be installed on an approach controlled by a
STOP (R1-1) sign ex a YIELD (R1-2) sign or a traffic signal, except as provided in Paragraphs 9 and 10 of this
Section.

Standard:

08a  The School Crosswalk Warning Assembly B(CA) or E(CA) shall be posted at all yellow school crosswalks that are not
controlled by a STOP (R1-1) sign, a YIELD (R1-2) sign or a traffic signal.
Guidance:

o8 The School Crosswalk Warning Assembly B(CA) or E(CA) should be posted at all white school crosswalks that are not
controlled by a STOP (R1-1) sign, a YIELD (R1-2) sign or a traffic signal.
Support:

08&c  The School Crosswalk Warning Assemblies B(CA) and E(CA) are shown in Figure 7B-1 and 7B-101(CA) through 7B-104(CA).
Option:

09  The School Crossing assembly may be installed on an approach to a circular intersection controlled by a YIELD
sign where the crosswalk is at least 20 feet in advance of the yield point at the entrance to a circulatory roadway.

10 Atasignalized or stop-controlled intersection the School Crossing assembly may be installed on an approach to a
channelized right turn lane controlled by a YIELD sign where the crosswalk is at least 20 feet in advance of the yield
point.

11 A Yield Here To (Stop Here For) School Crossing (R1-5a erR1-5¢) sign (see Figure 7B-4) may be used, in accordance
with the provisions of Section 2B.19, in advance of a marked crosswalk that crosses an uncontrolled multi-lane approach
within school zones.

Support;

11a  Refer to FHWA's List of Known Errors for error in Paragraph 11 text. Refer to Section 1A.04 for more details.
Option:

12 The In-Street Pedestrian Crossing (R1-6 erR1-64a) sign (see Section 2B.20 and Figure 7B-1) or the In- Street School
Crossing (R1-6b exR1-6¢) sign (see Figure 7B-1) may be used at school crossings on approaches that are not controlled
by a traffic control signal, a pedestrian hybrid beacon, or emergency- vehicle hybrid beacon. If used at a school
crossing, a 12 x 4-inch SCHOOL (S4-3P) plaque (see Figure 7B-1) may be mounted above the sign. The STATE LAW
legend on the R1-6 series signs may be omitted.

13 The In-Street Pedestrian Crossing (R1-6 erR1-6a) sign or In-Street School Crossing (R1-6b exR1-6€) sign may be
used at intersections or midblock crossings with flashing beacons.

14 The Overhead School Crossing (R1-9b erR1-9¢) sign (see Figure 7B-1) may be used at school crossings on
approaches that are not controlled by a traffic control signal, pedestrian hybrid beacon, or an emergency-vehicle hybrid
beacon. The STATE LAW legend on the R1-9 series signs may be omitted.

Standard:

142 If used, the School Crosswalk Warning Assembly E(CA) (see Figures 7B-1 and 7B-101(CA) through 7B-104(CA)) shall
be installed in an overhead location at the marked crosswalk, or as close to it as possible, and shall consist of a modified
R1-9 sign to show the location of the crossing.

Option:

14b  For uncontrolled locations with more than one lane in each direction of travel, advance yield lines (see Section 3B.19) may be
used with the ‘Yield Here to Pedestrians’ signs (R1-5 or R1-5a).
Standard:

15 When used at an uncontrolled crossing, the In-Street or Overhead Pedestrian Crossing sign shall be used
only as a supplement to a School Crossing assembly with a diagonal downward-pointing arrow (W16-7P) plaque
at the crosswalk location.
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Option:

16 A 12-inch reduced size in-street School (S1-1) sign (see Figure 7B-1) may be used instead of the In- Street
Pedestrian Crossing (R1-6 erR1-6a) or the In-Street School Crossing (R1-6b erR1-6¢€) sign at a school crossing on
approaches that are not controlled by a traffic control signal, pedestrian hybrid beacon, or an emergency-vehicle hybrid
beacon. A 12 x 6-inch reduced size diagonal downward-pointing arrow (W16-7P) plaque (see Figure 7B-1) may be
mounted below the reduced size in-street School (S1-1) sign.

Support:

16a  The In-Street Pedestrian Crossing and the In-Street Schoolchildren Crossing (R1-6a and R1-6¢) signs are deleted as a stop is
not required in California per CVC § 21950.

Standard:

17 If an In-Street Pedestrian Crossing sign, an In-Street School Crossing sign, or a reduced size in- street School
(S1-1) sign is placed in the roadway, the sign support shall comply with the mounting height and special
mounting support requirements for an In-Street Pedestrian Crossing (R1-6 exR1-62a) sign (see Section 2B.20).

18 The In-Street Pedestrian Crossing sign, the In-Street School Crossing sign, the Overhead Pedestrian
Crossing sign, and the reduced size in-street School (S1-1) sign shall not be used on approaches that are
controlled by stop control, a traffic control signal, pedestrian hybrid beacon, or an emergency- vehicle hybrid
beacon.

Section 7B.04 School Bus Stop Signs
Guidance:

01 The School Bus Stop Ahead (S3-1) sign (see Figure 7B-1) should be installed in advance of locations where a school
bus, when stopped to pick up or discharge passengers, is not visible to road users for an adequate distance and where
there is no opportunity to relocate the school bus stop to provide adequate sight distance.

Standard:

o1a  The School Bus Stop Ahead (S3-1) sign shall be installed in advance of an approved school bus stop where there is not
a clear view in advance of the stop from a distance of 200 feet. Refer to CVC § 22504(c).

Option:

02 The SCHOOL BUS TURN AHEAD (S3-2) sign (see Figure 7B-1) may be installed in advance of locations where a
school bus turns around on a roadway at a location not visible to approaching road users for a distance as determined by
the “0” column under Condition B of Table 2C-3, and where there is no opportunity to relocate the school bus turn
around to provide the distance provided in Table 2C-3.

Section 7B.05S School Speed Limit Signs and Plaques
Standard:

01 A School Speed Limit assembly Assembly C(CA) (see Figure 7B-1) er-aSchoel-Speed Limit WhenFlashing(S5-
D-sign(see Figure 7B-D-shall be used to indicate the speed limit where a reduced school speed limit zone has
been established based upon an engineering study or where a reduced school speed limit is specified for such
areas by statute. The School Speed Limit assembly Assembly C(CA) or School Speed Limit WhenFlashing sign
shall be placed at or as near as practicable to the point where the reduced school speed limit zone begins (see
Figures 7B-2-and-7B-4).

02 If a reduced school speed limit zone has been established, a School (S1-1) sign shall be installed in advance
(see Table 2C-3 for advance placement guidelines) of the first School Speed Limit sign assembly ex-S5-1-sign that
is encountered in each direction as traffic approaches the reduced school speed limit zone (see Figures 7B-2-and
7B-4).

03  ExeeptasprovidedinParagraph4-of-this-Seetion;the The downstream end of an authorized and posted
reduced school speed limit zone shall be identified with an END SCHOOL SPEED LIMIT (S5-3) and/or Speed
Limit (R2-1) sign (see Figures 7B-1, 7B-1(CA), 7B-2, and 7B-2(CA) 7B-4).

Option:

Speed Limit sign shewing b i high i ; oste
fedueed—seheel—speed—Lmt—zeﬂe may be mounted on the same post above the END SCHOOL SPEED LIMIT (SS 3)
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sign erthe END-SCHOOL-ZONE(S5-2)-sign. or the Speed Limit (R2-1) sign may be posted by itself (see Figures 7B-2(CA)
and 7B-102(CA)).

Guidance:

7B-103(CA).
Standard:

06 The School Speed Limit assembly Assembly C(CA) shall be either a static sign assembly, a blank-out sign, or a
changeable message sign (see Chapter 2L).

07 The static School Speed Limit assembly Assembly C(CA) shall consist of a top plaque (S4-3P) with the legend
SCHOOL a Speed Limit (R2 1) s1gn, and a bottom plaque WHEN CHILDREN ARE PRESENT (S4—-LP— S4 2P, 454—41L

effeet (see Flgure 7B 1)

09 Fluorescent yellow-green pixels shall be used when the “SCHOOL” message is displayed on a changeable
message sign for a school speed limit.
Option:

10 Changeable message signs may use blank-out messages or other methods in order to display the school speed limit
only during the periods it applies.

11 A Vehicle Speed Feedback (W13-20aP) plaque that displays the speed of approaching drivers (see Sections 2B.21
and 2C.13), that is part of a School Speed Limit assembly er-a-SehoolSpeedLimit-WhenFlashing (S5 -sign, may be
used in a school speed limit zone.

Guidance:

12 Ifused, the Vehicle Speed Feedback (W13-20aP) plaque should only be used during the time period when the school
speed limit is in effect.

13 A Reduced School Speed Limit Ahead (S4-5or S4-5a) sign (see Figure 7B-1)) should be used to inform road users of
a reduced speed zone where the speed limit is being reduced by more than 10 mph, or where engineering judgment
indicates that advance notice would be appropriate for the School Advance Warning Assembly D(CA).

Standard:

14 If used, the Reduced School Speed Limit Ahead sign shall be followed by a School Speed Limit sign or a
School Speed Limit assembly-Assembly C(CA).

15 The speed limit displayed on the Reduced School Speed Limit Ahead sign shall be identical to the speed limit
displayed on the subsequent School Speed Limit sign or School Speed Limit assembly-Assembly C(CA).

EXTENDED 25 MPH AND/OR REDUCED SPEEDS IN SCHOOL ZONES (CVC § 22352)

Guidance:

16 For school area traffic control with a reduced school zone speed limit of 15 mph and/or an extended school zone speed limit of
25 mph in a residential district, the Reduced Speed School Zone Ahead (S4-5, S4-5a) sign should be used to give advance notice of
a reduced 15 mph school zone speed limit and/or an extended school zone speed limit of 25 mph.

Option:

17 For school area traffic control with a reduced school zone speed limit of 20 mph and/or an extended school zone speed limit of
25 mph in a residential district, the Reduced Speed School Zone Ahead (S4-5, S4-5a) sign may be used to give advance notice of a
reduced 15 mph school zone speed limit and/or an extended school zone speed limit of 25 mph.

Standard:

18 The School Speed Limit Assembly C(CA) shall be used on streets with speed limits greater than 25 mph that are

contiguous to a school building or school grounds.
Support:
19 The School Speed Limit Assembly C(CA) is shown in Figure 7B-1.

Chapter 7B - Signs January 18, 2026
Part 7 - Traffic Control for School Areas




California MUTCD 2026 Edition Page 1475
(FHWA’s MUTCD 2023 Edition, as amended for use in California)

Option:

20 If used, the School Speed Limit Assembly C(CA) may be posted up to 500 feet in advance of the school boundary.
Standard:

21 The “WHEN FLASHING” and specific time period messages shall not be used in school areas in California as they are
not supported by CVC § 22352. Hence, the Specific Time Period Plaque (S4-1P), WHEN FLASHING (S4-4P) and SCHOOL
SPEED LIMIT 20 WHEN FLASHING (S5-1) signs shall not be used in California.

Support:

22 The “WHEN FLASHING” message is misleading because it suggests that the speed limit is in force only when the flashing
beacons are in operation. The prima facie speed limit of 25 mph is in effect based on the presence of children per CVC § 22352, not
on the operation of the flashing beacons.

23 Not using the “WHEN FLASHING” message also addresses the situation when children are present but the flashing beacons are
inoperative for any reason.

24 Not using the “WHEN FLASHING” message does not alter the warrants or the use of a flashing yellow beacon or its
effectiveness as an attention-getting device.

25 The specific time period message is misleading because it suggests that the speed limit is in force only during the time period
specified. The prima facie speed limit of 25 mph is in effect based on the presence of children per CVC § 22352, not on the time
period specified.

EXTENDED 25 MPH AND/OR REDUCED SPEEDS IN SCHOOL ZONES (CVC § 22358.4)

Option:

26 A local authority may declare a 20 or 15 mph prima facie speed limit within 500 feet of a school building or school grounds and
an extended 25 mph prima facie speed limit within 500 to 1000 feet from a school or school grounds.
Support:

27 The extended 25 mph school speed zone can provide a progressive speed reduction.
Standard:

28 If the local authority declares by ordinance or resolution the above prima facie speed limits, all of the following criteria
shall be met:

A. Street or highway is in a residential district.

B. Street or highway outside of a school zone has a posted speed limit no greater than 30 mph.

C. Street or highway has no more than a total of two through traffic lanes (one in each direction or two in one
direction).

D. The reduced school zone speed limit of 20 or 15 mph is within 500 feet of school grounds.

E. The extended school zone speed limit of 25 mph is within 500 to 1000 feet of school grounds.

29 When used, a local ordinance or resolution adopted to establish a 20 or 15 mph reduced school zone speed limit and/or
an extended 25 mph school zone speed limit shall not be effective until School Speed Limit Assembly C (CA) giving notice
of the speed limit(s) is erected upon the highway.

30 On a State highway, the ordinance or resolution shall not be effective until the ordinance or resolution has been
approved by Caltrans and appropriate school zone speed signs are erected upon the State highway.

31 For purposes of a 20 or 15 mph reduced prima facie speed limit, School Speed Limit Assembly C (CA) indicating a
speed limit of 20 or 15 mph shall be placed at a distance up to 500 feet away from school grounds. For purposes of an
extended 25 mph prima facie speed limit, School Speed Limit Assembly C (CA) indicating a speed limit of 25 mph shall be
placed at any distance between 500 to 1,000 feet away from school grounds. Refer to Figure 7B-103(CA).

32 The established school speed limits shall be effective when children are going to or leaving the school, either during
school hours or during the noon recess hour. The school speed limits shall also apply when the school grounds are not
separated from the highway by a fence, gate, or other physical barrier while the grounds are in use by children (this
condition can apply at any time of day or any day of the week).

32 The determination to reduce a prima facie speed limit to 20 or 15 mph and/or extend a 25 mph school zone speed limit,
as described above, shall be documented in writing, in an engineering study. The engineering study shall identify the
provisions of Section 627 of the California Vehicle Code (CVC) that support the reduced and/or extended school zone
speed limit(s).

Guidance:

33 When preparing an engineering study pursuant to the Standard above, the local authority should cite all elements of an

Engineering and Traffic Survey, as discussed in CVC § 627, that support the need for a reduced speed limit of 20 or 15 mph and/or
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an extended 25 mph school zone speed limit.
Support:
34 The documentation of prevailing speeds found in CVC § 627 can be used to establish an existing speed profile for the school
zone, but the 85t percentile speed is not used to set the reduced or extended school speed limit.
Standard:
35 The local authority shall reimburse Caltrans for all costs incurred by Caltrans under this section.

Section 7B.06 Higher Fines Zone Signs and Plaques in School Areas
Support:
00 The section is deleted as there is no law on higher fines in school areas in California.
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Section 7B.07 Parking and Stopping (R7 and RS8 Series) Signs

Option:
01 Parking and stopping regulatory signs may be used to prevent parked or waiting vehicles from blocking pedestrians’
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views, and drivers’ views of pedestrians, and to control vehicles as a part of the school traffic plan.
Support:
02 Parking signs and other signs governing the stopping and standing of vehicles in school areas cover a wide variety of
regulations. Typical examples of regulations are as follows:
A. NO PARKING X:XX AM to X:XX PM SCHOOL DAYS ONLY
B. NO STOPPING X:XX AM to X:XX PM SCHOOL DAYS ONLY,
C. XXMIN LOADING X:XX AM to X:XX PM SCHOOL DAYS ONLY, and
D. NO STANDING X:XX AM to X:XX PM SCHOOL DAYS ONLY.
03 Sections 2B.53 through 2B.55 contain information regarding the signing of parking regulations in school zone areas.
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Figure 7B-1. Signs in School Areas and at School Crossings (Sheet 1 of 2)

A - School area signs
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Figure 7B-1. Signs in School Areas and at School Crossings (Sheet 2 of 2)

B - Signs in advance of the school crossing

In-Street Use

S1-1*

R1-5¢ W16-9P*

C —In-street signs at the school crossing

STATE STATE
LAW LAW
T0 OR 10 OR s1-1
° .2 /\
 J — OR
IN IN t
CROSSWALK CROSSWALK
R1-6 R1-6b W16-7P*
D - Overhead signs at the school crossing Assembly E(CA)
| STATE LAW STATE LAW
ﬂ YIELD TO PEDESTRIANS STOP E TRIANS
IN CROSSWALK N CROSSWAL
R1-9b (shown reduced 50% R1-9¢ (shown reduced 50%
proportional to other signs on page) proportional to other signs on page)
Notes: *Reduced size_signs for in-street
1. The use of the STATE LAW legend is optional on the R1-6 series and R1-9 series signs use (see Section 7B.03):
(see Section 7B.03). gl:;P 1% N 12 mﬁhes
2. The use of the SCHOOL plaque above the R1-6 and R1-6a signs is optional. W16-7P 12 i 6 :gghgz
3. Signs are shown in proportion to their designated sizes unless otherwise noted. W16-9P 12 x 6 inches
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Figure 7B-1(CA). Signs in School Areas and at School Crossings

SCHOOL

Examples of Heights
and Lateral Locations of Signs SPEED
for Typical Installations LIMIT

25

WHEN
CHILDREN
ARE PRESENT

ft Min. from Edge of Traveled Way
ft Min. from Edge of Paved Shoulder

30 ft Max.*

6
12

7 ft Min. with sidewalk
or 5 ft Min. without

Edge of Traveled Way

‘\

RURAL LOCATIONS
2 ft Min, ** /\\I ’

2 ft Min. **

—  —

SCHOOL |

ft. Min. (Urban)

7 ft. Min. (Urban) i Min. (Urban,

5 ft. Min. (Rural)

o

Curb Face — Curb Face —»|

o N NN e
o R REERE R Ll L] e Y R e ¥ R e Yo ol T
g
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URBAN LOCATIONS AND RURAL LOCATIONS WITH SIDEWALK

Notes:
(*) When clear roadside recovery areas are provided, signs shall be placed as far from the edge of traveled

way as possible, up to a maximum of 30 ft. When possible they shall be placed in locations less likely to
be hit by a vehicle leaving the traveled way. Signs should not be closer than 6 ft from the edge of a paved

shoulder, or if none, 12 ft from the edge of the traveled way.

(**) In urban areas, where sidewalk width is limited or existing poles are close to the curb, a clearance of 1 ft
from the curb face is permissible.

A 4-foot minimum unobstructed pedestrian access route should be maintained.
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Figure 7B-2. Example of Signing for a School Zone
with a School Speed Limit and a School Crossing

SW24-1(CA) S4-3P
T00HIS (optional) (FooHas
OR S1-1
(optional)

ST scHooL
45 OR| speep

LIMIT
R2-1 S5-3

(see note)

SW24-2(CA OR S1-1
r.a

SW24-3(CA) W ;

——b

W16-7PL
OR

Note: The use of a School Advance
Crossing Assembly is optional
within a signed school zone
(see Section 7B.03)

S1-1 SW24-2(CA)
I\
0y W16-2aP  W16-2P
[aHEAD] OR [20071] OR [200] OR
P FEET AHEAD
1 W16-9P  (see note) AHEAD
o SW24-3(CA)
- - N0z LIWr gCcHool S4-3P (scHooL
=2 il S5-2 Ko 10015 | S9-3 1 SPEED
il or |G17| OR OR | o3 / R2-1 5“% SR4-1(CA)
TTO0HIS LINIT A
2l = ponat Sp|re EeN |
(optional) | At wn | (optional)
N
20
S+ (optional)
OR
Beroo] 54-3P SCHOOL
(optional) ~ SW24-1(CA)
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Figure 7B-2(CA). Example of Signing for a School Zone with a School Speed Limit
and a School Crossing

Assembly D
s1-1 [EX] -/—ﬁ
- L optional
wie-2p Assemblyc + ( %2_1 )
SR4-1(CA) 3
IN3S3y¥d ¥V -09 (&) SPEED
50 LIMIT
Fole)
SW24-3(CA s 45 SPEED END
A ) S LIMIT SCHOOL
v OR OR I"speeD
END
=L IscHooL < 5 LIMIT
SPEED R 553
LIMIT
29 S5-3
2252|553
OR c
21N =
A £ SW24-1(CA)
OR E
29+~ o
R2-1| Bl o885 g5 5 2
ootona (23 U Assembly A

500 ft Maximum
(optional)

SW24-2(CA) S5-3 R2-1
OR
SW24-1(CA) i r2-1| $hE4
: Assembly B
Assembly A = i 05
S5-3 Assembly E S5-3|2 é § g
S5-3 R2-1 a33ds 5
1IN g 7T00HJS g R1-9
@3ads | or 1’4 or L9Nd =
TT00HJS 1INIT ) g
an3 Q3aads g V 3 SR4-1(CA)
LW SW24-3(CA)
d33ads
R2-1 e
(optional) S
Notes: 29 ok
1. Refer to Section 7B.05 - School Speed Limit Signs 8 c ARE PRESENT S1-1
and Plaques £  Assembly C
2. Refer to Figure 7B-103(CA) for permitted unmarked & ;).3 y W16-2P -

crossing details

3. Refer to Section 7B.02 for Assembly A(CA), Section 7B.03
for Assemblies B(CA), D(CA) and E(CA), and Section 7B.05
for Assembly C.

Assembly D

|
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Figure 7B-3. Example of Signing for a School Crossing Outside of a School Zone
SW24-3(CA) e W16-9P 2]
aviHvY 00¢ | OR [12 00¢] OR [avanv u‘g
W16-2P  W16-2aP

A2

S1-1
SW24-2(CA) W16-7PL
N 7
1/
\ S1-1
k’ School ”
W16-6PR [y, S1-1 ~~ > _J Crossing
o | Assembly V'
(optional) W16-7PL SW24-2(CA)
v
o
SW24-1(CA) | S ;.
=
—
y
D
S1-1
School
Advance
Crossing
Assembly ek OR [300 1| OR I:?EOE%
W16-9P  W16-2aP
Tk 69 6-23P  \y162p
AHEAD
SW24-3(CA)
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Figure 7B-4. Example of Signing for a School Zone with a
School Speed Limit and Higher Fines Only for Speeding

S4-3P (optional) ﬂ Lﬂ.§

R2-1

.R2-1 (optiona

R2-

R2- 6aP(\0 OR S4 1P
R2-6bP I 93“\ X
O =oN4-3P
o>

A

SCHOOL] S4-NP
J{ SPEED
— é"a R2-1
L3oss0 | S4-1P
FINES FINES $150
nicer| OR [pousLe| OFN Fine

R2-6P R2-6aP  RX6bP

N0z 1IN
s5-2 % ko
OR | an3 S4-5

r2-1AGT S| Rro-1

4<

i LIWIT i
(option 013”;*:'15 A (optional) k..%
{ 2
I SCHOOLJ S4-3P (optional)
Chapter 7B - Signs (Figures) January 18, 2026

Part 7 - Traffic Control for School Areas



California MUTCD 2026 Edition Page 1485

(FHWA’s MUTCD 2023 Edition, as amended for use in California)

Figure 7B-5. Example of Signing for a School Zone with Higher Fines
for All Traffic Violations (Sheet 1 of 2)

A - Higher fines zone begins at the beginning of the school zone

R2-11

R2-6aP

318noq
Sing | OR

(optional)

N

oz oz | |
100HS SaNI4 //\

ana OR ng'” kk
S52  R2-11 | AN ST

S4-3P (optional) [scHooL

FINES FINES BEGIN
nicner| OR |pousLe| OR m OR HFIIGNHEESR
R2-6P R2-6aP R2-60% ZONE

R2-10

—
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Figure 7B-5. Example of Signing for a School Zone with Higher Fines
for All Traffic Violations (Sheet 2 of 2)

B — Higher fines zone begins after the beginning of the school zone

R2-6bP
(optional) R2:6aP

(optional)
318no
OR OR

S1-1

N

R2-10

—— BEGIN

HIGHER

oS OR |[yaion, — N L FINES

N3 aNa AL 20N
S5-2 R2-11

S4-3P (optional) [scHooL]

FINES $150

HIGHER OR FINE
R2-6P R2-6bP
(optional) (optional) Ygptional)
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Figure 7B-101(CA). Example of School Area Signs with
Flashing Yellow Beacons

Flashing Beacons

AN

AHEAD | Sv24-3(CA) \[]
OR
*Assembly W16-2P
A,B,CorD *Assembly
Flashing A,C,DorE
Beacon \q
SCHOOL
SPEED
SR4-1(CA) '-2”“%
POST MOUNTING MAST ARM MOUNTING
(Assembly C shown) (Assembly D shown)

* Refer to Figure 7B-1 (Sheet 1 of 2) for Assembly options.
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Figure 7B-102(CA). Example of Signing for Traffic Control in School
Areas with Flashing Yellow Beacons

W16-2P ‘[ 14 XXX ]‘ avaHy /ﬂ
S1-1 Kw OR w N
\/ -
S
Assembly D sW24-3(CA) 29
5 c
T .2
£ 3
INISIYd UV (7)) e -
ezl — ¥l N
SR4-1(CA SPEED END
CA 1w T l/ LiMIT | - |sCHooL
d33ds c 45 SPEED
T00HIS = LIMIT
Assembly C 'g R2-1 S5-3
=
=
o
o
N $/\_
¢ l/\ SW23-2(CA)
[ — — — —— — =
i g /AN
M | —————— [ STATE LAW
I / * OR M YIELD TO PEDESTRIANS 4k
i - t Assembly E
. e
| 6' T Assembly B
: o
| I =
i 3 =
g
/l €  SR4-1(CA)
l/ <§>\§ SCHOOL
LINIT & SPEED
s5-3 | 33dS = LIMIT
TO0HJS Ire)
an3 2 5
WHEN
OR - _¢ ARG PRESENT
g /’Mssembly Cc
174 "
- o
R2-1 Wi 20
a3i3ads - N A
Q c
o O
o kk OR S1-1
»
AHEAD W16-2P

SW24-3(CA) Assembly D

d
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Figure 7B-103(CA). Example of Signing for School Area Traffic Control
with Extended and/or Reduced School Zone Speed Limits

23H%|s53

3%

OR

G ELn

F Rt

OR
[§ = I‘) ] Q=
TN EE
R2-1 S5-3
(optional)

q

25 MPH Residential Street

Refer to
|'_ect|on 2C.04
w
2
]
SW24- 3(CA) SR4-1(CA)
Assembly D Assembly C
Notes:

1.
2.

For typical sign installation, see
approach from the south side of school.
For typical sign installation for reduced
speed conditions, see approach from the
west side of school.

If authorized by ordinance or resolution,
a progressive reduction in school zone
speed limits may be posted in an
extended 20 mph school zone 1000 ft to
500 ft; and, 15 mph school zone less
than 500 ft from a school, per Standard
paragraph 28, in Section 7B.05.

. Signing from the north and east on the

figure intentionally not shown.

. If north leg is a permitted, unmarked

crossing, then distance shall be 100 ft to
this unmarked crossing, otherwise
prohibit north leg crossing and space
SLOW SCHOOL XING as shown.

. Refer to Section 7B.05 - Section 7B.05 -

School Speed Limit Signs and Plaques.

500 ft Maximum ——]

JUEL:EE
NIUOTIHY
NIHA

=4

LINIT
a3ads

J100HJS

SR4-1(CA)

Assembly C

1IN
a3ads o€
ooras| OR | Liwi

an3 a33ds
S5-3 R2-1
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1000 ft Maximum

LW
a3ads
7100HIS
aN3

o€

LINIT
d33ds

R2-1
(optional)

OR

~— ™ "SeeNote 1

©
(]
=
(2]
8
=
c
(O
=)
0
]
12
I
o
=
o
[3p]

[

S5-3

Assembly C
SR4-1(CA)

JUEE:
N3UTIHY
NIHK

(04

1IN
a3ads

T100HJS

Assembly C
SR4-1(CA)

Assembly D
SW24-3(CA)

SW24-2(CA)
Assembly B

*See Note 3

1000 ft Maximum —— |

efe_r to QI.

Section
2C.04

b
3

SCHOOL

SPEED
LIMIT

20

WHEN
CHILDREN
ARE PRESENT

SCHOOL

SPEED
LIMIT

25

e PRESEMT

Section 2C.04

OR

R1-9
Assembly E

SR4-1(CA)
Assembly C

SR4-1(CA)

Assembly C

S1-1

=) wie-2P

OR

SW24-3(CA) Assembly D
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Figure 7B-104(CA). Example of Signing for School Crosswalk Warning Assembly

Assembly E
Assembly B R1-9 Assembly D
SW24-2(CA) SW24-3(CA) $1-1 w16-2P

-«
——

OR

IELD TO PEDESTRIANS A}

Markings
(Optional)

F % Markings
: Optional
<
3
2R = SW24-2(CA)
S8 R1-9 Assembly B
SW24-3(CA) xs Assembly E
OR A
.. 3 500 ft Maximum
W16-2P g1 SW24-1(CA)
Assembly D Assembly A —i
500 ft Maximum I
-
S I
o
a:) I Assembly A
”n | SW24-1(CA)

SW24-1(CA)
Assembly A
g
EE SW24-1(CA)
3= Assembly A
=
Note: See Figure 7B-103(CA)
(i for permitted unmarked
OR i crossing details.
R1-9 g
(e}
Assembly € swo4-2(ch) 28
Assembly B S5 OR S1-1
m —-—
8 [Gocer) W16-2P
. T SW24-3(CA)  Assembly D
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Table 7B-1. School Area Sign and Plaque Sizes

Sign Sign Designation | Section [ Conventional Road | Minimum | Oversized

School S1-1 7B.02 36 x 36 30 x 30 48 x 48
School Bus Stop Ahead S3-1 7B.04 36 x 36 30 x 30 48 x 48
School Bus Turn Ahead S3-2 7B.04 36 x 36 30 x 30 48 x 48
Reduced School Speed S4-5, S4-5a 7B.05 36 x 36 30 x 30 48 x 48
-Sehed-speed-Hmi‘% ooo4 ZR 0L, 24 49 206 wio)
\When-Fiashineg 554 B-65 24-%43 3672
End School - Zone. S5.2 ZB. 02 24 30 26 48
End School Speed Limit S5-3 7B.05 24 x 30 —24x30 36 x 48
Yield{Stepy Here for

School Crossing R1-5a,R4-6e- 7B.03 36 x 36 — —
In-Street Ped or R1-6, R4-62;

H ’ 7B.03 12 x 36 —N/A —N/A

School Crossing R1-6b,R+-6¢

Overhead School Crossing R1-9b,R4-8¢ 7B.03 90 x 24 — —
Speed Limit (School Use) R2-1 7B.05 24 x 30 —24x30 36 x 48
-BeginHigherFines—Zone R2-10 FE-06 24436 364G
-HEre-HigherFinesZene R2-44 B~ 24-x-30 36543
Plaque Sign Designation | Section |[Conventional Road | Minimum | Oversized
—Fime-ef-Day
[t e AMO e S4-4p 7B-08 2442 36148
HOPM-

When Children Are Present S4-2P 7B.06 24 x 12 —24x10 36 x 18
School S4-3P 7B.02, 7B.05 24 x9 —24x8 36 x 12
When El hi g S4. 4D 7D‘f\l:Y 7n_nn 24 12 26, 18
BeayseFWeelkMeorFi————S46P #5-05 Dd-x42 36548
A ¥ear SA4.7D 7D_f\’) 24 412 20 18
'F'iﬂQG-H'igI" L R2 6D 7n.m: 24 18 26324
FinesPeubl R2-gak 7B-06 24518 3624
$Fin Ra-5bP 78-08 2418 3624
XX Feet (2-line) W16-2P 7B.02, 7B.03 24 x 18 —24x18 30x24
XX Ft (1-line) W16-2aP 7B.02, 7B.03 24 x 12 —24x12 30x 18
Directional Arrow W16-5P 7B.02, 7B.03 2454524 x 18 —24x%x18 30 x 21
Advance Turn Arrow W16-6P 7B.02, 7B.03 Pt 24 X 18 —24x18 30 x 21
Downward Diagonal Arrow W16-7P 7B.02, 7B.03 21x15 —24x12 30 x 21
Ahead W16-9P 7B.02, 7B.03 24 x 12 —24x12 30x 18

Notes: 1. Larger sizes may be used when appropriate
2. Dimensions are shown in inches and are shown as width x height
3. Minimum sign sizes for multi-lane conventional roads shall be as shown in the Conventional Road column

4. Larger plaque sizes can optionally be specified to match sign widths in school sign assemblies. I
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Table 7B-1(CA). California School Area Sign Assembly Sizes

Page 1492

Assembly D .S'gn . Section Conventional Minimum Oversized
esignation Road
School Warning Assembly A(CA) SW24-1(CA) 7B.02 36 x 48 30 x 42 48 x 60
School Crosswalk Warning Assembly B(CA) SW24-2(CA) 7B.03 36 x 54 30x48 48 x 66
School Speed Limit Assembly C(CA) SR4-1(CA) 7B.05 36 x 72 24 x48 48 x 96
School Advance Warning Assembly D(CA) SW24-3(CA) 7B.03 36 x 36 30x30 48 x 48
School Crosswalk Warning Assembly E(CA) R1-9 2B.20, 7B.03 90 x 24 90 x 24 90 x 24
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