	STATE OF CALIFORNIA  DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
	EXHIBIT

	HARDSHIP LETTER RESPONSE TO APPLICANT
	5‑EX‑5 (12/2017)

	(Form #)
	



[bookmark: _GoBack](Print on District Letterhead)

(___) _______________

	_________________________
	(Date)

________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________

Dear ____________________:

In response to your letter dated _________________________, our present studies, which are subject to change, show that your property located at ________________________________________ may ultimately be required for construction of Route _________________________.

Due to budgetary constraints, the State has limited funds available for advance property acquisition for those property owners who are experiencing hardships.  Your request will be considered for advance acquisition under the Hardship Program.  The investigation by the Right of Way office will determine your eligibility.

To assist us in the evaluation of your situation, please complete the enclosed forms in detail.  These forms include (1) an application, (2) a financial statement, and (3) requests for certified copies of your income tax returns.  Completing these forms will speed consideration of your request.  This information is necessary for our investigation and it will be treated in a confidential manner.

Also, send in any pertinent documentation that will support your hardship claim (medical report, job transfer notification, copies of real estate listings, etc.).

If you have any questions or need assistance regarding the application, please contact the Right of Way Office at ______________________________.

Please be advised that to be eligible for relocation benefits under existing regulations, the claimant must occupy the required property at the time the first offer is made.  The first offer, specifically, must include the dollar amount offered for the purchase as distinguished from a more general discussion of the State’s need to acquire the property.

Complete information concerning relocation benefits will be given at the time of acquisition; however, should it become apparent that it may be necessary for you to move prior to the time the first offer is made, please contact our Relocation Assistance Branch for further information concerning relocation benefits.  They may be reached by telephone at _________________________.

A self‑addressed envelope is enclosed for your convenience in returning the application and any accompanying documents.

Sincerely,



____________________
   (AGENT’S NAME)
Right of Way Agent
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