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State of California	California State Transportation Agency
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTION

M e m o r a n d u m	Making Conservation
	a California Way of Life.


To:	NAME (ALL CAPS)	Date:	Month Day, Year
	Division Chief 
	Division of Right of Way and Land Surveys
		File:	District‑County‑Route
			PM
			EA
			PN



From:	NAME (ALL CAPS)
	Office Chief, Acquisition
	Right of Way

Subject:	REQUEST FOR EARLY ACQUISITION

District ___ requests approval to proceed with Early Acquisition for ___ property interests/parcels on this project in __________ County per the provisions of 23 U.S.C. 108.  The requirements for the project described below include both (list all types if acquisitions, i.e., TCE, Easement, Fee, Partial Acquisition, etc.)

This project is located near the town/city of __________ on State/Interstate Route ___ in __________ County.  The project will improve ___________________________________.

The original project agreement covering the project was executed on or after                (date)               .  Approval of this request is critical to project delivery and to the project schedule.

There are currently _____ alternatives for this project.  The project scope includes acquisitions of _____ property interests/parcels under each alternative.  Early Acquisition is requested only for the _____ core property interest/parcels (see attached list) which are required under all alternatives.

(A paragraph to describe the circumstance that District needs to proceed with early acquisition on the above property interests.)

This project is a TIP/STIP/SHOPP project and is fully/partially funded through construction.  Currently, the project is programmed for Right of Way Capital of $_____ and Right of Way Support of $_____.  There is no known opposition to the project.

Current Project Schedule
PA&ED	(Date)
RW Cert	(Date)
RTL	(Date)
Award	(Date)
Begin Const.	(Date)
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The acquisition meets the requirements of 23 CFR 710.501

	(1)	The property will be lawfully obtained by the State;
	(2)	The property is not land described in 23 U.S.C. 138 [Section 4(f)];
	(3)	The property interest will be acquired, and all relocations will be carried out, in accordance with the provisions of the Uniform Act, regulations in 49 CFR part 24;
	(4)	The State agency complied with the requirements of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C. 2000d‑2000d‑4).
	(5)	The State agency has determined that the early acquisition will not influence the environmental review process for the proposed transportation project, including:
			(i)	The decision on need to construct the proposed transportation project;
			(ii)	The consideration of any alternatives for the proposed transportation project required by applicable law; and
			(iii)	The selection of the design or location for the proposed transportation project.
	(6)	The acquisition of the property interest/parcels does not limit the choice of alternatives or mitigation measures.
	(7)	The property interest/parcel will be incorporated into the transportation project.
	(8)	The future use of the property interest/parcel is for transportation purposes and is conditioned on future compliance with California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), except for option of CFR 710.501(e), which does not apply.
	(9)	The parcels will be maintained “as is” until CEQA and NEPA review for the transportation project has been completed.  The District acknowledges that the properties may not change from current use unless public health or safety is an issue.  For example, change in use includes any activity related to demolition, site preparation, or construction.
	(10)	Owners will be notified in writing that acquisition will be under negotiation without the threat of condemnation.
	(11)	Utility relocation will not be performed until completion of the CEQA and NEPA review for the entire transportation project.

We request approval within the confines of all regulatory and statutory requirements as a necessary tool to advance efficiency of the project’s planning process and delivery based on Ready to List date of (Date).

There will/(will not) be federal dollars used for Right of Way Capital and/or Support expenditures.
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Requested by:


______________________________	______________________________
(Name)	Date	(Name)	Date
(Title)		Office Chief
Right of Way		Environmental Analysis


______________________________	______________________________
(Name)	Date	(Name)	Date
Project Manager		District Director
District ___		District ___


Recommended for Approval:


______________________________	______________________________
(Name)		Date
Office Chief
Office of Right of Way Project Delivery


Approved:


______________________________	______________________________
(Name)		Date
Division Chief
Right of Way and Land Surveys


(If District request is for federally funded early acquisition, add the signature block below.  FHWA concurrence is required prior to proceeding with acquisition.)


Concurred:


______________________________	______________________________
(Name - Realty Officer)		Date
FHWA
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