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Research

Further Implications of Freeway
Siting in California: An Equity,
Geospatial, and Case Study
Approach

This multidisciplinary project will examine the consequences
of freeway consfruction on minority neighborhoods across
California.

WHAT IS THE NEED?

There is a need to further examine historical freeway placement
throughout California and the nation due to harming impacts
placed upon neighborhoods and communities of color and
ethnicity. Impacts include higher air pollution and the health
effects of air pollutants near freeways, past housing and business
displacement, and barriers to neighborhood accessibility,
especially for low-income populations.

WHAT ARE WE DOING?

This research will investigate historical or still-existing communities
that have been impacted by freeway development. The work
will focus on three in-depth case studies of select communities of
color that have been impacted by freeway construction through
their neighborhoods. The three case study areas chosen in
consultation with the Caltrans Office of Race and Equity, Caltrans
Division of Research, Innovation and System Information, and
Caltrans District Offices are Colton, Selma, and San Diego.

WHAT IS OUR GOAL?

The researchers will use a mixture of geospatial analysis and
mapping, historical and archival research, and interviews, to
create a better understanding of the influence of freeway siting
and persistent effects that are felt in foday’s communities of color.
The end-product will be a document depicting the trajectory of
neighborhoods/communities impacted by the freeway systems.

DRISI provides solutions and
knowledge that improves
California’s tfransportation system

it.
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WHAT IS THE BENEFIT?

This report and its accompanying communications
will not only analyze the implications of freeway
siting quantitatively and qualitatively but also offer
a roadmap to Caltrans and other policymakers
for redressing past harms and avoiding future ones
when delivering transportation investments.

WHAT IS THE PROGRESS TO DATE?

-There has been an initial review of publicly
available documentation relating to the
construction of the selected highway segments.

-An initial inquiry into the availability of historical
documentation related to the planning process
for the selected areas.

-A meeting will be scheduled for February to
convey first findings and coordinate additional
document review.
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