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II.

Expires — Upon Issuance of LPP

ADA Requirements for Curb Ramps

BACKGROUND

Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990 requires that public entities,

including state and local governments, ensure that persons with disabilities have acceggite,the
pedestrian routes in the public right of way. An important part of this requirement is\#
obligation whenever streets, roadways, or highways are altered to provide curb ramps

clarifying ADA Title II requirements to provide curb ramps w,
altered through certain types of resurfacing treatments. This

(http://www.thwa.dot.gov/civilrights/programs/doj_thw.
government projects (not just Federal-aid projects). The

| Assistafice
) ies to all State and local
al istance provides

clarification and addresses past inconsistency of in y FHWA pertaining to a specific
type of roadway treatment being considered majntena iring the installation or
upgrade of curb ramps) or alteration (requiring i upgrade of curb ramps) when
there is a pedestrian walkway with a prepa trian use and a curb, elevation, or

other barrier between the street and the

POLICY

Certain types of resurfacing treat

requirement to add curb ramps if 1
intersection to anotheffyand i
s S

0

shall beConsidered an alferation that triggers the
% gs work on a street or roadway spanning from one
s Oyerlays of additional material to the road surface, with or
without milling. Cros titute distinct elements of the right-of-way intended to facilitate
pedestrian traffic. Re her there is curb-to-curb resurfacing of the street or roadway

in general, resurfagi walk also requires the provision of curb ramps at that crosswalk.
The following ro@ nts shall be considered an alteration:
u

e Open#Bra rface Course
e C
. & Fill AMill & Overlay
tIm-Place Recycling
icrostirfacing / Thin Lift Overlay

ion of New Layer of Asphalt
Asphalt and Concrete Rehabilitation and Reconstruction
New Construction

reatments that serve solely to seal and protect the road surface, improve friction, and control

splash and spray shall be considered maintenance because they do not significantly affect the
public’s access to or usability of the road. The following types of treatments shall be considered
maintenance:

e Crack Filling and Sealing

e Surface Sealing

e Chip Seals

e Slurry Seals
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II1.

Iv.

Fog Seals

Scrub Sealing

Joint Crack Seals

Joint Repairs

Dowel Bar Retrofit

Spot High-Friction Treatments
Diamond Grinding

Pavement Patching

In some cases, the combination of several maintenance treatments occurring at or nea
time may qualify as an alferation and would trigger the obligation to provide gurb ramp
A glossary of terms in the Technical Assistance can be found at:
http://www.ada.gov/doj-fhwa-ta-glossary.htm.

PROCEDURE

e Local Agencies need to
Implementation of this

Diligent efforts should be made to comply with this clari
ensure their internal programs and guidance conform to t
guidance should incorporate the following:

e For all resurfacing projects that are
to July 1, 2014: Projects may be ¢
clarification provided in the Teclmi

or current ADA standards will nc@d#to be
e For all resurfacing projée w put to bid for construction on or after July 1,
2014: Alteration projectsg
Assistance guidance mus
curb ramps wi
Standards.
e Indefinite De
immediately me

e Quantity (“on-call”) contracts: Contracts must be
30 future task orders reflect this clarification.

APPLICAB PACTS

This Offige Bulletinjapplies to all transportation projects regardless of funding source. There may
be enyi tal right of way impacts.
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