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Introduction 
 
This Damage Survey Summary Report (DSSR) has been prepared for submission to the 
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) in response to statewide wildfire events 
impacting San Bernardino County, which began on September 5, 2024.  According to 
FHWA’s Emergency Relief Manual (May 2013), the purpose of this DSSR is to 
“summarize the damage assessment and provide information and documentation for the 
FHWA Division Administrator to make a finding that a natural disaster or catastrophic 
failure has occurred within the intent of 23 U.S.C. 125.”  The DSSR also “provides the 
Division Administrator with a basis to make a finding that the disaster is eligible for 
funding under the FHWA ER program.” 
 
Damage Description 
 
Beginning on September 5, 2024, the Line Fire began burning in San Bernardino County, 
spreading rapidly due to dry fuels, winds, lightning, high temperatures and continued 
critical fire weather conditions, impacting San Bernardino County. The fires have caused 
extensive damage to critical infrastructure and roadside facilities.  
 
For the Line Fire in San Bernardino County, on September 7, 2024 a Governor’s 
Proclamation was executed, a copy of which is included in this Damage Survey Summary 
Report.  
 
The Damage Assessment Form (DAF) due date for this disaster is December 20, 2024. 
Given the anticipated timeframe of a corresponding Finding of Eligibility and the 
necessary work to complete damage assessment, it is anticipated that additional time will 
be needed.  A Damage Assessment Form time extension to January 31, 2025, will be 
requested as part of the Emergency Relief application.  
 
Damage Estimate 
 
To date, the preliminary estimated cost to repair or reconstruct the damage to federal-aid 
highways in accordance with the provisions of 23 U.S.C. 125 for the Line Fire is $9.8 
million for State damages and $141,000 for Local damages reported at this time, subject 
to increase, and tracked individually. 
 
In accordance with 23 CFR 668.105(j), the minimum $700,000 threshold for event 
eligibility will be applied to each individual fire event identified under this Disaster.  
 
Additional fire damages are expected to supplement this initial ER Application Letter 
requesting eligibility for ER funding through the DAF approval process. As state and 
local agencies assess damages, additional counties may need to be added to this Disaster 
via Supplemental ER Applications. Additional fires associated with this disaster event 
will be submitted under separate cover through a Supplemental ER Application Letter to 
determine eligibility for ER funding, if required. 
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Additional Information 
 
The following attached information describes the statewide wildfire damage in additional 
detail: 
 
• Governor’s Proclamation (Line Fire - executed on September 7, 2024) 
• State damage estimates (to date) 
• FIRE incident information and sampling of news articles 
• Pictures of reported damage  
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State Damage Estimate CA24-6:  
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The flare-up of the Line fire worsened Monday as evacuation orders expanded and 
firefighters lost some ground on containment of the San Bernardino County wildfire. 
 
The new acres charred also pushed California across a grim milestone: 1 million acres 
burned in 2024. 
 
The Line fire, which has been burning in San Bernardino County for almost a month, 
began spreading faster over the weekend due to unusually warm temperatures that sucked 
moisture from vegetation and the air, according to Cal Fire. Containment of the fire 
slipped from 83% to 78% as of late Monday. 
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Thousands fled their homes as the Line Fire tore through more than 39,000 acres and 
authorities arrested a man on suspicion of starting the massive Southern California blaze.  
A little over a week after the wildfire started on the evening of Sept. 5, thousands of 
residents in cities such as Big Bear Lake, Big Bear City and communities like Lake 
Arrowhead were allowed to return home. By Sept. 19, evacuation warnings in Big Bear 
were lifted and evacuated zoo animals were heading home after a temporary stay in the 
desert.  
However, many mandatory evacuation orders still remain in place. 
 

 
 
By Sunday, it was estimated to be 39,232 acres and 75% contained, Cal Fire officials 
said. Early last week, the state fire agency said that 56,100 structures were at one point 
threatened, including 11,400 that were under mandatory evacuation orders and 44,700 
facing evacuation warnings.  

https://www.cbsnews.com/losangeles/news/in-line-fire-evacuation-order-as-wildfire-continues-to-grow/
https://www.fire.ca.gov/incidents/2024/9/5/line-fire/updates/4e14b591-06b0-4830-8b0f-68c3616bb901
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Line Fire in San Bernardino County 
 

 
 

 
08-SBd-330– Typical Wildfire Damage 
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 Line Fire in San Bernardino County 
 

 
 

 
08-SBd-330– Typical Wildfire Damage 
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