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Introduction 
 
This Damage Survey Summary Report (DSSR) has been prepared for submission to the 
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) in response to statewide wildfire events 
impacting Butte, Plumas, and Tehama Counties, which began on July 22, 2024.  
According to FHWA’s Emergency Relief Manual (May 2013), the purpose of this DSSR 
is to “summarize the damage assessment and provide information and documentation for 
the FHWA Division Administrator to make a finding that a natural disaster or 
catastrophic failure has occurred within the intent of 23 U.S.C. 125.”  The DSSR also 
“provides the Division Administrator with a basis to make a finding that the disaster is 
eligible for funding under the FHWA ER program.” 
 
 
Damage Description 
 
Beginning on July 22, 2024, the Gold Complex Fire began burning in Plumas County, 
and on July 24, 2024, the Park Fire began burning in Butte County and spread into 
Tehama County, resulting in multiple fires collectively known as the Gold Complex and 
Park Fires, which spread rapidly due to dry fuels, winds, high temperatures, and 
continued critical fire weather conditions, impacting Butte, Plumas, and Tehama 
Counties. The Gold Complex Fire in Plumas County and the Park Fire in Butte and 
Tehama Counties will be tracked individually, and each is required to meet the Federal 
ER threshold. The fires have caused extensive damage to critical infrastructures and 
roadside facilities.  
 
A Governor’s Proclamation was executed on July 26, 2024, for the Gold Complex fires in 
Plumas County and the Park Fire in Butte and Tehama Counties. The Gold Complex and 
Park Fires are included in the Disaster Survey Summary Report.  
 
The Damage Assessment Form (DAF) due date for this disaster is October 31, 2024. 
Given the anticipated timeframe of a corresponding Finding of Eligibility and the 
necessary work to complete damage assessment, it is anticipated that additional time will 
be needed.  A Damage Assessment Form time extension to December 31, 2024, will be 
requested as part of the Emergency Relief application.  
 
 
Damage Estimate 
 
To date, the preliminary estimated cost to repair or reconstruct the damage to federal-aid 
highways in accordance with the provisions of 23 U.S.C. 125 for the Park Fire fires is 
4.78 million for State damages and $5.64 million for Emergency Relief-eligible Local 
damages, and for the Gold Complex fires, there are no State or Local damages reported at 
this time and tracked individually. 
 
In accordance with 23 CFR 668.105(j), the minimum $700,000 threshold for event 
eligibility will be applied to each individual fire event identified under this Disaster.  
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Additional fire damages are expected to supplement this initial ER Application Letter 
requesting eligibility for ER funding through the DAF approval process. As state and 
local agencies assess damages, additional counties may need to be added to this Disaster 
via Supplemental ER Applications. Additional fires associated with this disaster event 
will be submitted under separate cover through a Supplemental ER Application Letter to 
determine eligibility for ER funding, if required. 

 
Additional Information 
 
The following attached information describes the statewide wildfire damage in additional 
detail: 
 
• Governor’s Proclamations (Gold Complex and Park Fires – executed on July 26, 2024) 
• State damage estimates (to date) 
• FIRE incident information and sampling of news articles 
• Pictures of reported damage  
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State Damage Estimate CA24-5: 
Park Fire 
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Highway 32 closure starts Thursday for Park Fire Repairs 
www.actionnewsnow.com; By: Kelli Saam, Sep 12, 2024 
 

CHICO, Calif. - Starting Thursday, parts of Highway 32 will be closed for 
emergency clean-up after the Park Fire. The work is happening near the Butte-
Tehama County line to 2 miles northeast of the county line. 

 

The closures will happen several times a day and continue through September 
into early October. The work will be done between 8 a.m. and 4 p.m. except on 
Sundays. 

 
Caltrans  Dis trict 2 

The closures allow crews to work on removing trees and replacing guard rails 
burned by the Park Fire. 

http://www.actionnewsnow.com/
https://www.actionnewsnow.com/users/profile/Kelli%20Saam
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Pa rk  Fire  34% con t a in e d ; Na t ion a l Gu a rd  
re spon d  t o  h e lp  Ca liforn ia  fire figh t e rs. 

by KRCR Staff, Fri, August 2nd 2024 at 10:43 AM 
 
NORTHSTATE, Calif. — The  Park Fire  con tinues to  burn  stead ily as it 
reaches 401,740acres a t 34% conta inm ent, accord ing to  Cal Fire  
Monday m orn ing. 

 

One  hundred  Nationa l Guard  pe rsonne l a rrived  in  the  Northsta te  th is 
weekend  and  will be  dep loyed  to  m op up  a reas Sunday, which  will 
a llow othe r fire figh ting crews to  be  sen t to  m ore  com plex a reas of the  
fire . More  than  6,000 pe rsonne l a re  assigned  to  the  Park Fire  with  
add itiona l ou t-of-sta te  resources includ ing he lp  from  Texas, Utah , 
Nevada , and  Arizona . The  Park Fire  is  the  la rgest fire  curren tly burn ing 
in  the  United  Sta te s a s of Sa turday and  it 's  the  fourth  la rgest wild fire  
in  Californ ia 's h istory. 

In  the ir la te st upda te , Ca l Fire  sa id  640 structures have  been  
destroyed  in  the  Park Fire , with  another 52 structures dam aged . 
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01-DN-199 – Typical wildfire damage 
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03-BUT-32 – Park Fire -typical Damages 
 

Park Fires Butte/Tehama Counties 
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