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Introduction 

 

This Damage Survey Summary Report (DSSR) has been prepared for submission to the 

Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) in response to a series of winter storm systems 

impacting Alameda, Contra Costa, Los Angeles, Marin, Mendocino, Monterey, Napa, 

Nevada, Plumas, San Bernardino, San Mateo, Santa Barbara, Santa Clara, Santa Cruz, 

Solano, Sonoma, Trinity, and Ventura counties, which first began on March 1, 2024.  

According to FHWA’s Emergency Relief Manual (May 2013), the purpose of this DSSR 

is to “summarize the damage assessment and provide information and documentation for 

the FHWA Division Administrator to make a finding that a natural disaster or 

catastrophic failure has occurred within the intent of 23 U.S.C. 125.”  The DSSR also 

“provides the Division Administrator with a basis to make a finding that the disaster is 

eligible for funding under the FHWA ER program.” 

 

Damage Description 

 

Beginning March 1, 2024, a series of severe winter storm systems struck the State of 

California, bringing high winds, substantial precipitation, and flooding across many 

counties. The storms affected communications and other critical infrastructure, resulted in 

power outages to thousands of households and businesses, and caused trees and tree 

limbs to fall, damaging structures and obstructing major highways and local roads. These 

storms resulted in mud and debris flows, particularly on burn scars from recent wildfires, 

damaged and forced the closure of dozens of major highways and local roads and 

necessitated the prepositioning of emergency response resources. 

 

On May 3, 2024, Governor Gavin Newsom proclaimed a State of Emergency for the 

series of winter storm systems events impacting counties across the state. The copies of 

the Governor’s State of Emergency Proclamations are included in this Damage Survey 

Summary Report. 

 

Damage Estimate 

 

To date, the estimated cost to repair or reconstruct the damage to federal-aid highways in 

accordance with the provisions of 23 U.S.C. 125 is $85.21 million for State facilities and 

an additional $21.06 million for Local facilities. 

 

Additional Information 

 

The following attached information describes the winter storm system damage in 

additional detail: 

 

• Governor’s State of Emergency Proclamation May 3, 2024. 

• State and Local damage estimates (to date). 

• Sampling of newspaper articles. 

• Sample pictures of reported damage sustained 
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State Damage Estimate CA23-1: 
 

 

District
Date of 

I ncident

DO 

( Y/ N)
County

TOTAL COST TO 

DATE

1 3/ 7/ 2024 Y MEN 2,500,000$           

1 3/ 19/ 2024 Y MEN 1,000,000$           

1 3/ 10/ 2024 Y MEN 2,000,000$           

1 3/ 6/ 2024 Y MEN 1,000,000$           

1 3/ 7/ 2024 Y MEN 850,000$              

7 3/ 5/ 2024 Y VEN 1,030,000$           

7 3/ 11/ 2024 Y VEN 1,830,000$           

7 3/ 11/ 2024 Y VEN 2,650,000$           

7 3/ 16/ 2024 Y LA 2,815,000$           

7 3/ 26/ 2024 Y LA 440,000$              

7 3/ 11/ 2024 Y LA 360,000$              

4 3/ 7/ 2024 Y ALA 1,950,000$           

4 3/ 15/ 2024 Y SM 762,000$              

4 3/ 15/ 2024 Y SCL 2,038,000$           

4 3/ 6/ 2024 Y SCL 2,860,000$           

4 3/ 22/ 2024 Y SCL 700,000$              

4 3/ 13/ 2024 Y CC 700,000$              

4 3/ 21/ 2024 Y ALA 1,170,000$           

4 3/ 27/ 2024 N SCL 450,000$              

4 3/ 22/ 2024 N SCL 580,000$              

5 3/ 30/ 2024 Y MON 26,700,000$         

8 3/ 2/ 2024 TBD SBD 2,800,000$           

3 3/ 2/ 2024 Y NEV 8,000,000$           

5 3/ 3/ 2024 Y SB 750,000$              

7 3/ 3/ 2024 VEN -$                     

7 3/ 3/ 2024 VEN 2,900,000$           

7 3/ 3/ 2024 LA 10,000,000$         

7 3/ 3/ 2024 LA -$                     

7 3/ 3/ 2024 LA -$                     

7 3/ 3/ 2024 LA -$                     

7 3/ 3/ 2024 VEN -$                     

7 3/ 3/ 2024 Y VEN 1,380,000$           

7 3/ 3/ 2024 VEN -$                     

7 3/ 3/ 2024 LA -$                     

7 3/ 3/ 2024 LA -$                     

7 3/ 3/ 2024 LA -$                     

3 3/ 3/ 2024 NEV -$                     

2 3/ 5/ 2024 Y PLU 3,700,000$           
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Local Damage Estimate CA23-1:      

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

County District
Federal-Aid 

Roadway

IDE Federal Aid 

Roads Estimate
Santa Cruz 5 Yes $1,127,000

Trinity 2 Yes $19,930,000



 

 

Damage Survey Summary Report  5/7/2024 

 

  
DISASTER CA24-4 

MARCH 2024 WINTER STORMS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALAMEDA, CONTRA COSTA, LOS ANGELES, MARIN, 

MENDOCINO, MONTEREY, NAPA, NEVADA, PLUMAS, 

SAN BERNARDINO, SAN MATEO, SANTA BARBARA, 

SANTA CLARA, SANTA CRUZ, SOLANO, SONOMA, 

TRINITY, AND VENTURA COUNTIES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAMPLING OF NEWS ARTICLES 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Damage Survey Summary Report  5/7/2024 

 

 
Edge of winter storm will bring Weekend rain, snow and wind to 
Southern California 
A strong storm that prompted a rare blizzard warning in the Sierra Nevada 
Mountains will bring more rain and mountain snow to the Los Angeles area. 
By Jonathan Lloyd, Scott Sonner and Olga R. Rodriguez • Published March 1, 2024 • Updated on March 1, 

2024 at 8:29 am 

 
A powerful and cold Pacific storm expected to bring up to 10 feet of snow in the Sierra 

Nevada Mountains will bring show, wind and rain to parts of Southern California as it 

brushes the region this weekend. 

 

Central and Northern California will see significant rain and snowfall from the storm, 

which forced residents to take shelter and prompted Yosemite National Park and at least 

one Lake Tahoe ski resort to close. The storm that arrived Friday in Northern California 

is expected to close major highways and raise the potential for power outages. Elevations 

above 6,500 feet in SoCal could see 6 to 12 inches of snow. Drivers will likely encounter 

icy roads and blowing snow through the mountain passes. Snow levels will drop as low 

as 4,500 feet. 

 

A winter storm warning will be in effect in the Los Angeles County mountains. Other 

mountain areas, including Big Bear in the San Bernardino County mountains, the Ventura 

County mountains and Idyllwild in the San Jacinto Mountains, are under winter weather 

advisories Friday night through 6 a.m. Sunday. 

 

"You really want to avoid traveling in the mountains, and if you must, you've got to bring 

the chains," De Leon said. 
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Torrential snow storm leaves Northern California covered in powder 
Saman Shafiq, USA TODAY 
 

A powerful, multiple day winter storm in California's Sierra Nevada mountains over the 

weekend brought with it as much as 10 feet of snow and wind gusts of almost 200 mph 

causing power outages, closing highways and burying ski resorts. 

 

The blizzard began late last week but its most intense conditions occurred on Sunday, 

when wind gusts reached 190 mph and whiteout conditions left hundreds of people 

stranded in their cars for several hours. 

 

Yosemite National Park closed down and a 50-mile stretch of Interstate 80 was also shut 

down due to the storm. Schools were canceled Monday and National Weather Service 

meteorologist William Churchill warned of “life-threatening concern” for residents near 

Lake Tahoe, calling the storm an "extreme blizzard." 

 

Here's what it looked like in parts of Northern California as the blizzard pushed through. 
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Winter storm brings strong showers and thunderstorms to Southern California 

A storm that originated in the Gulf of Alaska brought more rain to Southern California 

Wednesday, with forecasters warning of possibly hazardous cells that could result in 

thunder, lightning, hail and heavy downpours in some areas — along with snow in local 

mountains. 

 

The National Weather Service issued a “special weather statement” early Wednesday 

afternoon for much of Southern California, warning of the potential for “strong showers 

and thunderstorms this afternoon and evening.” 

 

  
“Individual showers and thunderstorms will track inland toward the foothills after 

moving ashore, and will likely maintain moderate to strong intensity 20 to 40 miles 

inland from the coast,” according to the NWS. “The most intense activity will be capable 

of producing wind gusts to 55 mph, small hail, dangerous lightning, and heavy 

downpours. While highly uncertain, there is a small possibility for one or two tornadoes 

to occur with this activity, along with damaging straight-line winds.” 

 

A winter weather advisory will be in effect through 6 a.m. Thursday in the San Gabriel 

Mountains and the 5 and 14 freeway corridors. According to the National Weather Service, 

as much as 8 inches of snow could fall at elevations over 6,500 feet, up to 5 inches as low 

as 5,500 feet and up to 2 inches at 4,500 feet.    
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05-MON-1 Typical roadway/pavement damage, PM 60.0 

 

 
05-MON-1 Typical Masonry wall failure, PM 60.0 
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03-NEV-20 Slip PM 30.1 

 

 
03-NEV-20 Slip PM 30.1 
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01- MEN -1 typical washout and Landslide, PM 75.0 

 

 
01-MEN -1 Culvert damage, PM 78.25 
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07-VEN -150 Multiple surface cracks along the side slope, PM 6.1 

 

 

 
07-VEN -150 Slope failure, PM 6.1 

 


