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Introduction 
 
This Damage Survey Summary Report (DSSR) has been prepared for submission to the 
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) in response to a series of winter storm systems 
impacting Humboldt, Imperial, Monterey, San Diego, San Mateo, Santa Cruz, and 
Ventura counties, which first began on December 28, 2023.  According to FHWA’s 
Emergency Relief Manual (May 2013), the purpose of this DSSR is to “summarize the 
damage assessment and provide information and documentation for the FHWA Division 
Administrator to make a finding that a natural disaster or catastrophic failure has 
occurred within the intent of 23 U.S.C. 125.”  The DSSR also “provides the Division 
Administrator with a basis to make a finding that the disaster is eligible for funding under 
the FHWA ER program.” 
 
Damage Description 
 
Beginning December 28, 2023, a series of severe winter storm systems struck the State of 
California, bringing high winds, substantial precipitation, and flooding across many 
counties. The storms affected communications and other critical infrastructure, resulted in 
power outages to thousands of households and businesses, and caused trees and tree 
limbs to fall, damaging structures and obstructing major highways and local roads. These 
storms resulted in mud and debris flows, particularly on burn scars from recent wildfires, 
damaged and forced the closure of dozens of major highways and local roads and 
necessitated the prepositioning of emergency response resources. 
 
On January 23 and February 2, 2024, Governor Gavin Newsom proclaimed a State of 
Emergency for the series of winter storm systems events impacting counties across the 
state. The copies of the Governor’s State of Emergency Proclamations are included in 
this Damage Survey Summary Report. 
 
Damage Estimate 
 
To date, the estimated cost to repair or reconstruct the damage to federal-aid highways in 
accordance with the provisions of 23 U.S.C. 125 is $73.49 million for State facilities and 
an additional $13.16 million for Local facilities. 
 
Additional Information 
 
The following attached information describes the winter storm system damage in 
additional detail: 
 
• Governor’s State of Emergency Proclamation January 23 and February 2, 2024. 
• State and Local damage estimates (to date). 
• Sampling of newspaper articles. 
• Sample pictures of reported damage sustained 
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State Damage Estimate CA24-2: 

Local Damage Estimate CA24-2:      
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Da t e  o f 
I n c id e n t

1 / 2 / 2024

1/ 8 / 2024
1/ 13/ 2024
1/ 22/ 2024

DO 
( Y/ N)

Y
Y

EA #

0N940
43243

Co u n t y

MON

VEN
HUM

SD

TOTAL COST TO 
DATE

$         66 ,500 ,000

$           1 ,000 ,000
$           3 ,290 ,000
$              800 ,000

Dis t r ic t

11 N 3A810 SD $              380 ,000
11 N 3A806 IMP $              380 ,000
11 N SD $              380 ,000
11 N 3A811 SD $              380 ,000
11 N 3A809 SD $              380 ,000

County Federal-Aid 
Roadway Sent to CalOES Declaration IDE Federal Aid 

Roads Estimate

Santa Cruz Yes Yes Yes $8,190,000

Humboldt County Yes Yes Yes $3,485,000

Santa Cruz Yes Yes Yes $1,480,000
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Dec 29, 2023 — Heavy downpours from extreme storms brought repeated rounds of flooding to the Bay 
Area and California Central Coast. 

Last December, California was heading into a fourth year of drought, with La Niña conditions portending 
another dry winter.But, as Californians know all too well, the next months defied expectations. “A heavy 
rainfall season was not on people’s radar,” said Jan Null, a meteorologist with Golden Gate Weather 
Services and adjunct professor at San Jose State University. 
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 7-VEN-101 typical washout and undermining culverts 
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11-SD-5 typical washout and failed culverts 
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