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Introduction 

This Damage Survey Summary Report (DSSR) has been prepared for submission to the 
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) in response to statewide wildfire events 
impacting Del Norte and Siskiyou Counties, which began on August 15, 2023.  
According to FHWA’s Emergency Relief Manual (May 2013), the purpose of this DSSR 
is to “summarize the damage assessment and provide information and documentation for 
the FHWA Division Administrator to make a finding that a natural disaster or 
catastrophic failure has occurred within the intent of 23 U.S.C. 125.”  The DSSR also 
“provides the Division Administrator with a basis to make a finding that the disaster is 
eligible for funding under the FHWA ER program.” 

Damage Description 

Beginning on August 15, 2023, the Head Fire and a series of other lightning caused 
fires, collectively known as the Happy Camp Complex fires in Siskiyou County, and 
a series of lightning strikes occurred in the Six Rivers National Forest, resulting in 
multiple fires collectively known as the Smith River Complex fires in Del Norte 
County, which spread rapidly due to dry fuels, winds, and lightning, high 
temperatures and continued critical fire weather conditions, impacting Siskiyou 
and Del Norte Counties. The fires have caused extensive damage to critical 
infrastructures and roadside facilities.  

A Governor’s two Proclamations executed on August 29, 2023, one for the Happy Camp 
Complex fires in Siskiyou County and the other for the Smith River Complex fires in Del 
Norte County, are included in this Damage Survey Summary Report.  

The Damage Assessment Form (DAF) due date for this disaster is November 30, 2023. 
Given the anticipated timeframe of a corresponding Finding of Eligibility and the 
necessary work to complete damage assessment, it is anticipated that additional time will 
be needed.  A Damage Assessment Form time extension to December 30, 2023, will be 
requested as part of the Emergency Relief application.  

Damage Estimate 

To date, the preliminary estimated cost to repair or reconstruct the damage to federal-aid 
highways in accordance with the provisions of 23 U.S.C. 125 for the Happy Camp 
Complex fires in Siskiyou County is 1.3 million, and the Smith River Complex fires in 
Del Norte County is 8.6 million, for State facilities and no damages have been reported 
for Local facilities, and tracked individually. 

In accordance with 23 CFR 668.105(j), the minimum $700,000 threshold for event 
eligibility will be applied to each individual fire event identified under this Disaster. The 
table below provides the specific fire events and costs, based on current estimates, which 
will be applying for ER funding under Disaster CA23-5 at this time: 
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CAPITAL PROJECTS LIST-COUNTIES INCLUDED IN GOV. PROCLAMATIONS 
District Date of 

Incident 
Event Name DO 

(Y/N) 
EA # Reporting 

Code(s) 
TOTAL 

COST TO 
DATE 

2 8/16/2023 Happy Camp 
Complex Fire 

Y TBD TBD  
$1,300,000 

1 8/15/2023 Smith River 
Complex Fire 

Y 01-
0N540 

01WF2401  
$8,600,000 

Additional fire damages are expected to supplement this initial ER Application Letter 
requesting eligibility for ER funding through the DAF approval process. As state and 
local agencies assess damages, additional counties may need to be added to this Disaster 
via Supplemental ER Applications. Additional fires associated with this disaster event 
will be submitted under separate cover through a Supplemental ER Application Letter to 
determine eligibility for ER funding, if required. 

Additional Information 

The following attached information describes the statewide wildfire damage in additional 
detail: 

• Governor’s Proclamations (Happy Camp Complex Fire and Smith River Complex Fire – 
both executed on August 29, 2023) 

• State damage estimates (to date) 
• CAL FIRE incident information and sampling of news articles 
• Pictures of reported damage  



Damage Survey Summary Report – 09/13/2023 4 
 

MAP OF 
2004/05 SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA STORMS 

COST AND LOCATIONS 
OF 

EMERGENCY CONTRACTS 

DISASTER CA23-5 

 
AUGUST 2023 WILDFIRES 

DEL NORTE and SISKIYOU COUNTIES 

GOVERNOR’S PROCLAMATIONs 



Damage Survey Summary Report – 09/13/2023 5 
 

 



Damage Survey Summary Report – 09/13/2023 6 
 

 



Damage Survey Summary Report – 09/13/2023 7 
 

 



Damage Survey Summary Report – 09/13/2023 8 
 

     



Damage Survey Summary Report – 09/13/2023 9 
 

  



Damage Survey Summary Report – 09/13/2023 10 
 

  



Damage Survey Summary Report – 09/13/2023 11 
 

 



Damage Survey Summary Report – 09/13/2023 12 
 

 



Damage Survey Summary Report – 09/13/2023 13 
 

DISASTER CA23-5 

 
AUGUST 2023 WILDFIRES 

DEL NORTE and SISKIYOU COUNTIES 

STATE  
DAMAGE ESTIMATES 



Damage Survey Summary Report – 09/13/2023 14 
 

State Damage Estimate CA23-5:  
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Happy Camp Complex fires in Siskiyou County 
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident-publication/caknf-2023-happy-camp-complex 

https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident-publication/caknf-2023-happy-camp-complex
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Smith River Complex fires in Del Norte County 
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Smith River Complex Fires in Del Norte 

01-DN-199 – Typical wildfire damage 
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01-DN-199 – Smith River Complex Fires Along US199 in Del Norte 
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Happy Camp Complex Fires in Siskiyou County 

02-SIS-96 – Typical Damaged  
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