Selections from California Vehicle Code & Streets and Highways Code Re Bicycle Travel
California Vehicle Code:
21 Except as otherwise expressly provided, the provisions of this code are applicable and uniform
throughout the State and in all counties and municipalities therein, and no local authority shall enact or
enforce any ordinance on the matters covered by this code unless expressly authorized herein.
231 A bicycle is a device upon which any person may ride, propelled exclusively by human power
through a belt, chain, or gears, and having one or more wheels. Persons riding bicycles are subject to
the provisions of this code specified in Sections 21200 and 21200.5.
360 "Highway" is a way or place of whatever nature, publicly maintained and open to the use of the
public for purposes of vehicular travel. Highway includes street.
530 A "roadway" is that portion of a highway improved, designed, or ordinarily used for vehicular
travel.
21100. Local authorities may adopt rules and regulations by ordinance or resolution regarding the
following matters:
(a) Regulating or prohibiting processions or assemblages on the highways.
(b) Licensing and regulating the operation of vehicles for hire and drivers of passenger vehicles for
hire.
(c) Regulating traffic by means of traffic officers.
(d) Regulating traffic by means of official traffic controldevices meeting the requirements of Section
21400.
(f) Regulating traffic at the site of road or street construction or maintenance by persons authorized
for that duty by the local authority.
(3) Nothing in this subdivision shall limit the authority of a city or city and county pursuant to
Section 12111.
(h) Operation of bicycles, and, as specified in Section 21114.5, electric carts by physically disabled
persons, or persons 50 years of age or older, on the public sidewalks.
21113 (e) A transit development board may adopt ordinances, rules, or regulations to restrict, or
specify the conditions for, the use of bicycles, motorized bicycles, skateboards, and roller skates on
property under the control of, or any portion of property used by, the board.
(f) A public agency, including, but not limited to, the Regents of the University of California and the
Trustees of the California State University, may adopt rules or regulations to restrict, or specify the
conditions for, the use of bicycles, motorized bicycles, skateboards, and roller skates on public
property under the jurisdiction of that agency.
21200 (a) Every person riding a bicycle upon a highway has all the rights and is subject to all the
provisions applicable to the driver of a vehicle by this division, including, but not limited to,
provisions concerning driving under the influence of alcoholic beverages or drugs, and by Division 10
(commencing with Section 20000), Section 27400, Division 16.7 (commencing with Section 39000),
Division 17 (commencing with Section 40000.1), and Division 18 (commencing with Section 42000),
except those provisions which by their very nature can have no application.
(b) (1) Any peace officer, as defined in Chapter 4.5 (commencing with Section 830) of Title 3 of Part
2 of the Penal Code, operating a bicycle during the course of his or her duties is exempt from the

requirements of subdivision (a), except as those requirements relate to driving under the influence of
alcoholic beverages or drugs, if the bicycle is being operated under any of the following circumstances:
(A) In response to an emergency call.
(B) While engaged in rescue operations.
(C) In the immediate pursuit of an actual or suspected violator of the law.
(2) This subdivision does not relieve a peace officer from the duty to operate a bicycle with due
regard for the safety of all persons using the highway.
21202 (a) Any person operating a bicycle upon a roadway at a speed less than the normal speed of
traffic moving in the same direction at that time shall ride as close as practicable to the right-hand curb
or edge of the roadway except under any of the following situations:
(1) When overtaking and passing another bicycle or vehicle proceeding in the same direction.
(2) When preparing for a left turn at an intersection or into a private road or driveway.
(3) When reasonably necessary to avoid conditions (including, but not limited to, fixed or moving
objects, vehicles, bicycles, pedestrians, animals, surface hazards, or substandard width lanes) that make
it unsafe to continue along the right-hand curb or edge, subject to the provisions of Section 21656. For
purposes of this section, a "substandard width lane" is a lane that is too narrow for a bicycle and a
vehicle to travel safely side by side within the
lane.
(4) When approaching a place where a right turn is authorized.
(b) Any person operating a bicycle upon a roadway of a highway, which highway carries traffic in
one direction only and has two or more marked traffic lanes, may ride as near the left-hand curb or
edge of that roadway as practicable.
21206 This chapter does not prevent local authorities, by ordinance, from regulating the registration of
bicycles and the parking and operation of bicycles on pedestrian or bicycle facilities, provided such
regulation is not in conflict with the provisions of this code.
21207 (a) This chapter does not prohibit local authorities from establishing, by ordinance or resolution,
bicycle lanes separated from any vehicular lanes upon highways, other than state highways as defined
in Section 24 of the Streets and Highways Code and county highways established pursuant to Article 5
(commencing with Section 1720) of Chapter 9 of Division 2 of the Streets and Highways Code.
(b) Bicycle lanes established pursuant to this section shall be constructed in compliance with Section
891 of the Streets and Highways Code.
21208 (a) Whenever a bicycle lane has been established on a roadway pursuant to Section 21207, any
person operating a bicycle upon the roadway at a speed less than the normal speed of traffic moving in
the same direction at that time shall ride within the bicycle lane, except that the person may move out
of the lane under any of the following situations:
(1) When overtaking and passing another bicycle, vehicle, or pedestrian within the lane or about to
enter the lane if the overtaking and passing cannot be done safely within the lane.
(2) When preparing for a left turn at an intersection or into a private road or driveway.
(3) When reasonably necessary to leave the bicycle lane to avoid debris or other hazardous conditions.
(4) When approaching a place where a right turn is authorized.
21208 (b) No person operating a bicycle shall leave a bicycle lane until the movement can be made
with reasonable safety and then only after giving an appropriate signal in the manner provided in

Chapter 6 (commencing with Section 22100) in the event that any vehicle may be affected by the
movement.
21209 (a) No person shall drive a motor vehicle in a bicycle lane established on a roadway pursuant to
Section 21207 except as follows:
(1) To park where parking is permitted.
(2) To enter or leave the roadway.
(3) To prepare for a turn within a distance of 200 feet from the intersection.
(b) This section does not prohibit the use of a motorized bicycle in a bicycle lane, pursuant to Section
21207.5, at a speed no greater than is reasonable or prudent, having due regard for visibility, traffic
conditions, and the condition of the roadway surface of the bicycle lane, and in a manner which does
not endanger the safety of bicyclists.
21401 (a) Except as provided in Section 21374, only those official traffic control devices that conform
to the uniform standards and specifications promulgated by the Department of Transportation shall be
placed upon a street or highway.
(b) Any traffic signal controller that is newly installed or upgraded by the Department of
Transportation shall be of a standard traffic signal communication protocol capable of two-way
communications. A local authority may follow this requirement.
(c) In recognition of the state and local interests served by the action made optional for a local
authority in subdivision (b), the Legislature encourages local agencies to continue taking the action
formerly mandated by this section. However nothing in this subdivision may be construed to impose
any liability on a local agency that does not continue to take the formerly mandated action.
21450.5 (a) A traffic-actuated signal is an official traffic control signal, as specified in Section 445,
that displays one or more of its indications in response to the presence of traffic detected by
mechanical, visual, electrical, or other means.
(b) Upon the first placement of a traffic-actuated signal or replacement of the loop detector of a
traffic-actuated signal, the traffic-actuated signal shall, to the extent feasible and in conformance with
professional traffic engineering practice, be installed and maintained so as to detect lawful bicycle or
motorcycle traffic on the roadway.
(c) Cities, counties, and cities and counties shall not be required to comply with the provisions
contained in subdivision (b) until the Department of Transportation, in consultation with these entities,
has established uniform standards, specifications, and guidelines for the detection of bicycles and
motorcycles by traffic-actuated signals and related signal timing.
(d) This section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2018, and as of that date is repealed,
unless a later enacted statute, that is enacted before January 1, 2018, deletes or extends that date.
21650 Upon all highways, a vehicle shall be driven upon the right half of the roadway, except as
follows:
(a) When overtaking and passing another vehicle proceeding in the same direction under the rules
governing that movement.
(b) When placing a vehicle in a lawful position for, and when the vehicle is lawfully making, a left
turn.
(c) When the right half of a roadway is closed to traffic under construction or repair.
(d) Upon a roadway restricted to one-way traffic.
(e) When the roadway is not of sufficient width.

(f) When the vehicle is necessarily traveling so slowly as to impede the normal movement of traffic,
that portion of the highway adjacent to the right edge of the roadway may be utilized temporarily when
in a condition permitting safe operation.
(g) This section does not prohibit the operation of bicycles on any shoulder of a highway, where the
operation is not otherwise prohibited by this code or local ordinance.
Amended Ch. 58, Stats. 1988. Effective January 1, 1989.
21654 (a) Notwithstanding the prima facie speed limits, any vehicle proceeding upon a highway at a
speed less than the normal speed of traffic moving in the same direction at such time shall be driven in
the right-hand lane for traffic or as close as practicable to the right-hand edge or curb, except when
overtaking and passing another vehicle proceeding in the same direction or when preparing for a left
turn at an intersection or into a private road or driveway.
(b) If a vehicle is being driven at a speed less than the normal speed of traffic moving in the same
direction at such time, and is not being driven in the right-hand lane for traffic or as close as
practicable to the right-hand edge or curb, it shall constitute prima facie evidence that the driver is
operating the vehicle in violation of subdivision (a) of this section.
(c) The Department of Transportation, with respect to state highways, and local authorities, with
respect to highways under their jurisdiction, may place and maintain upon highways official signs
directing slow-moving traffic to use the right-hand traffic lane except when overtaking and passing
another vehicle or preparing for a left turn.
Amended Ch. 545, Stats. 1974. Effective January 1, 1975.
21656 On a two-lane highway where passing is unsafe because of traffic in the opposite direction or
other conditions, a slow-moving vehicle, including a passenger vehicle, behind which five or more
vehicles are formed in line, shall turn off the roadway at the nearest place designated as a turnout by
signs erected by the authority having jurisdiction over the highway, or wherever sufficient area for a
safe turnout exists, in order to permit the vehicles following it to proceed. As used in this section a
slow-moving vehicle is one which is proceeding at a rate of speed less than the normal flow of traffic
at the particular time and place. Amended Ch. 448, Stats. 1965. Effective September 17, 1965.
21658 Whenever any roadway has been divided into two or more clearly marked lanes for traffic in
one direction, the following rules apply:
(a) A vehicle shall be driven as nearly as practical entirely within a single lane and shall not be moved
from the lane until such movement can be made with reasonable safety.
(b) Official signs may be erected directing slow-moving traffic to use a designated lane or allocating
specified lanes to traffic moving in the same direction, and drivers of vehicles shall obey the directions
of the traffic device.
Amended Ch. 450, Stats. 1975. Effective January 1, 1976.
21717 Whenever it is necessary for the driver of a motor vehicle to cross a bicycle lane that is adjacent
to his lane of travel to make a turn, the driver shall drive the motor vehicle into the bicycle lane prior to
making the turn and shall make the turn pursuant to Section 22100. Added Ch. 751, Stats. 1976.
Effective January 1, 1977.
21960 (a) The Department of Transportation and local authorities may, by order, ordinance, or
resolution, with respect to freeways or expressways or designated portions thereof under their
respective jurisdictions, to which all rights of access have been acquired, prohibit or restrict the use of
the freeways or expressways or any portion thereof by pedestrians, bicycles or other nonmotorized
traffic or by any person operating a motor-driven cycle, motorized bicycle, or motorized scooter. Any

prohibition or restriction pertaining to bicycles, motor-driven cycles, or motorized scooters, shall be
deemed to include motorized bicycles; and no person may operate a motorized bicycle wherever that
prohibition or restriction is in force. Notwithstanding any provisions of any order, ordinance, or
resolution to the contrary
the driver or passengers of a disabled vehicle stopped on a freeway may walk to the nearest exit, in
either direction, on that side of the freeway upon which the vehicle is disabled, from which telephone
or motor vehicle repair services are available.
(b) The prohibitory regulation authorized by subdivision (a) shall be effective when appropriate signs
giving notice thereof are erected upon any freeway and the approaches thereto.
(c) No ordinance or resolution of local authorities shall apply to any state highway until the proposed
ordinance or resolution has been presented to, and approved in writing by, the Department of
Transportation.
21966 No pedestrian shall proceed along a bicycle path or lane where there is an adjacent adequate
pedestrian facility.
Added Ch. 751, Stats. 1976. Effective January 1, 1977.
22100 Except as provided in Section 22100.5 or 22101, the driver of any vehicle intending to turn
upon a highway shall do so as follows:
(a) Right Turns. Both the approach for a right-hand turn and a right-hand turn shall be made as close as
practicable to the right-hand curb or edge of the roadway except:
(1) Upon a highway having three marked lanes for traffic moving in one direction that terminates at an
intersecting highway accommodating traffic in both directions, the driver of a vehicle in the middle
lane may turn right into any lane lawfully available to traffic moving in that direction upon the
roadway being entered.
(2) If a right-hand turn is made from a one-way highway at an intersection, a driver shall approach the
turn as provided in this subdivision and shall complete the turn in any lane lawfully available to traffic
moving in that direction upon the roadway being entered.
(3) Upon a highway having an additional lane or lanes marked for a right turn by appropriate signs or
markings, the driver of a vehicle may turn right from any lane designated and marked for that turning
movement.
(b) Left Turns. The approach for a left turn shall be made as close as practicable to the left-hand edge
of the extreme left-hand lane or portion of the roadway lawfully available to traffic moving in the
direction of travel of the vehicle and, when turning at an intersection, the left turn shall not be made
before entering the intersection. After entering the intersection, the left turn shall be made so as to
leave the intersection in a lane lawfully available to traffic moving in that direction upon the roadway
being entered, except that upon a highway having three marked lanes for traffic moving in one
direction that terminates at an intersecting highway accommodating traffic in both directions, the
driver of a vehicle in the middle lane may turn left into any lane lawfully available to traffic moving in
that direction upon the roadway being entered.
Amended Sec. 353, Ch. 183, Stats. 2004. Effective January 1, 2005.
22101 (a) The Department of Transportation or local authorities in respect to highways under their
respective jurisdictions, may cause official traffic control devices to be placed or erected within or
adjacent to intersections to regulate or prohibit turning movements at such intersections.
(b) When turning movements are required at an intersection notice of such requirement shall be given
by erection of a sign, unless an additional clearly marked traffic lane is provided for the approach to
the turning movement, in which event notice as applicable to such additional traffic lane shall be given
by any official traffic control device.

(c) When right- or left-hand turns are prohibited at an intersection notice of such prohibition shall be
given by erection of a sign.
(d) When official traffic control devices are placed as required in subdivisions (b) or (c), it shall be
unlawful for any driver of a vehicle to disobey the directions of such official traffic control devices.
Amended Ch. 545, Stats. 1974. Effective January 1, 1975.
23330 Except where a special permit has been obtained from the Department of Transportation under
the provisions of Article 6 (commencing with Section 35780) of Chapter 5 of Division 15, none of the
following shall be permitted on any vehicular crossing:
(a) Animals while being led or driven, even though tethered or harnessed.
(b) Bicycles, motorized bicycles, or motorized scooters , unless the department by signs indicates that
bicycles, motorized bicycles, or motorized scooters, or any combination thereof, are permitted upon all
or any portion of the vehicular crossing.
(c) Vehicles having a total width of vehicle or load exceeding 102 inches.
(d) Vehicles carrying items prohibited by regulations promulgated by the Department of
Transportation.
Amended Sec. 8, Ch. 722, Stats. 1999. Effective January 1, 2000.
39002 (a) A city or county, which adopts a bicycle licensing ordinance or resolution, may provide in
the ordinance or resolution that no resident shall operate any bicycle, as specified in the ordinance, on
any street, road, highway, or other public property within the jurisdiction of the city or county, as the
case may be, unless the bicycle is licensed in accordance with this division.
(b) It is unlawful for any person to tamper with, destroy, mutilate, or alter any license indicia or
registration form, or to remove, alter, or mutilate the serial number, or the identifying marks of a
licensing agency's identifying symbol, on any bicycle frame licensed under this division.
Amended Sec. 8, Ch. 674, Stats. 1996. Effective January 1, 1997.
39004 Each licensing agency, by ordinance or resolution, may adopt rules and regulations for the
collection of license fees. Revenues from license fees shall be retained by the licensing city or county
and shall be used for the support of such bicycle ordinance or resolution, and may be used to reimburse
retailers for services rendered. In addition, fees collected shall be used to improve bicycle safety
programs and establish bicycle facilities, including bicycle paths and lanes, within the limits of the
jurisdiction.
The fees required to be paid pursuant to this division are as follows:
(a) For each new bicycle license and registration certificate, the sum shall not exceed four dollars ($4)
per year or any portion thereof.
(b) For each transfer of registration certificate, the sum shall not exceed two dollars ($2).
(c) For each replacement of a bicycle license or registration certificate, the sum shall not exceed two
dollars ($2).
(d) For each bicycle license renewal, the sum shall not exceed two dollars ($2) per year.
Amended Sec. 4, Ch. 277, Stats. 1999. Effective January 1, 2000.
39011 No fine imposed for any violation of an ordinance or resolution, which is adopted pursuant to
this division, shall exceed ten dollars ($10).
Amended Ch. 1092, Stats. 1983. Effective September 26, 1983. Operative January 1, 1984.
Streets and Highways Code:

885 The Legislature hereby finds and declares that traffic congestion, air pollution, noise pollution,
public health, energy shortages, consumer costs, and land-use considerations resulting from a primary
reliance on the automobile for transportation are each sufficient reasons to provide for multimodal
transportation systems.
885.2 The Legislature finds and declares all of the following:
(a) California's bicycle programs have not been fully developed or funded.
(b) The Legislature and Congress have enacted laws to reduce traffic congestion and improve air
quality.
(c) The components of a successful bicycle program include engineering and design of safe facilities,
education of bicyclists, and the motoring public on lawful use of the highways, and enforcement of
traffic laws.
(d) Efforts to improve safety and convenience for nonmotorized transportation users are a proper use
of transportation funds.
(e) The design and maintenance of many of our bridges and highways present physical obstacles to
use by bicycles.
(f) The bicycle is a legitimate transportation mode on public roads and highways.
(g) Bicycle transportation can be an important, low-cost strategy to reduce reliance on the singlepassenger automobile and can contribute to a reduction in air pollution and traffic congestion.
888 The department shall not construct a state highway as a freeway that will result in the severance or
destruction of an existing major route for nonmotorized transportation traffic and light motorcycles,
unless it provides a reasonable, safe, and convenient alternate route or such a route exists.
888.2 The department shall also incorporate nonmotorized transportation facilities in the design of
freeways on the state highway system along corridors where nonmotorized facilities do not exist, upon
a finding that the facilities would conform to the California Recreational Trails System Plan specified
in Section 5070.7 of the Public Resources Code or upon a finding, following a public hearing, that the
facilities would conform to the master plans of local agencies for the development of nonmotorized
facilities and would not duplicate existing or proposed routes, and that community interests would be
enhanced by the construction of the facilities. The department shall establish an annual priority list of
projects to be funded pursuant to this section, which shall primarily benefit bicyclists rather than other
highway users.
890 It is the intent of the Legislature, in enacting this article, to establish a bicycle transportation
system. It is the further intent of the Legislature that this transportation system shall be designed and
developed to achieve the functional commuting needs of
the employee, student, business person, and shopper as the foremost consideration in route selection, to
have the physical safety of the bicyclist and bicyclist's property as a major planning component, and to
have the capacity to accommodate bicyclists of all ages and skills.
890.2 As used in this chapter, "bicycle" means a device upon which any person may ride, propelled
exclusively by human power through a belt, chain, or gears, and having either two or three wheels in a
tandem or tricycle arrangement.
890.4 As used in this article, "bikeway" means all facilities that provide primarily for bicycle travel.
For purposes of this article, bikeways shall be categorized as follows:
(a) Class I bikeways, such as a "bike path," which provide a completely separated right-of-way
designated for the exclusive use of bicycles and pedestrians with crossflows by motorists minimized.

(b) Class II bikeways, such as a "bike lane," which provide a restricted right-of-way designated for
the exclusive or semiexclusive use of bicycles with through travel by motor vehicles or pedestrians
prohibited, but with vehicle parking and crossflows by pedestrians
and motorists permitted.
(c) Class III bikeways, such as an onstreet or offstreet "bike route," which provide a right-of-way
designated by signs or permanent markings and shared with pedestrians or motorists.
890.6 The department, in cooperation with county and city governments, shall establish minimum
safety design criteria for the planning and construction of bikeways and roadways where bicycle travel
is permitted. The criteria shall include, but not be limited to, the design speed of the facility, minimum
widths and clearances, grade, radius of curvature, pavement surface, actuation of automatic traffic
control devices, drainage, and general safety. The criteria shall be updated biennially, or more often, as
needed.
890.8 The department shall establish uniform specifications and symbols for signs, markers, and traffic
control devices to designate bikeways, regulate traffic, improve safety and convenience for bicyclists,
and alert pedestrians and motorists of the presence of bicyclists on bikeways and on roadways where
bicycle travel is permitted.
891 All city, county, regional, and other local agencies responsible for the development or operation of
bikeways or roadways where bicycle travel is permitted shall utilize all minimum safety design criteria
and uniform specifications and symbols for signs, markers, and traffic control devices established
pursuant to Sections 890.6 and 890.8.
891.2 A city or county may prepare a bicycle transportation plan, which shall include, but not be
limited to, the following elements:
(a) The estimated number of existing bicycle commuters in the plan area and the estimated increase
in the number of bicycle commuters resulting from implementation of the plan.
(b) A map and description of existing and proposed land use and settlement patterns which shall
include, but not be limited to, locations of residential neighborhoods, schools, shopping centers, public
buildings, and major employment centers.
(c) A map and description of existing and proposed bikeways.
(d) A map and description of existing and proposed end-of-trip bicycle parking facilities. These shall
include, but not be limited to, parking at schools, shopping centers, public buildings, and major
employment centers.
(e) A map and description of existing and proposed bicycle transport and parking facilities for
connections with and use of other transportation modes. These shall include, but not be limited to,
parking facilities at transit stops, rail and transit terminals, ferry docks and landings, park and ride lots,
and provisions for transporting bicyclists and bicycles on transit or rail vehicles or ferry vessels.
(f) A map and description of existing and proposed facilities for changing and storing clothes and
equipment. These shall include, but not be limited to, locker, restroom, and shower facilities near
bicycle parking facilities.
(g) A description of bicycle safety and education programs conducted in the area included within the
plan, efforts by the law enforcement agency having primary traffic law enforcement
responsibility in the area to enforce provisions of the Vehicle Code pertaining to bicycle operation, and
the resulting effect on accidents involving bicyclists.
(h) A description of the extent of citizen and community involvement in development of the plan,
including, but not limited to, letters of support.

(i) A description of how the bicycle transportation plan has been coordinated and is consistent with
other local or regional transportation, air quality, or energy conservation plans, including, but not
limited to, programs that provide incentives for bicycle commuting.
(j) A description of the projects proposed in the plan and a listing of their priorities for
implementation.
(k) A description of past expenditures for bicycle facilities and future financial needs for projects that
improve safety and convenience for bicycle commuters in the plan area.
891.8 The governing body of a city, county, or local agency may do all of the following:
(a) Establish bikeways.
(b) Acquire, by gift, purchase, or condemnation, land, real property, easements, or rights-of-way to
establish bikeways.
(c) Establish bikeways pursuant to Section 21207 of the Vehicle Code.
892 (a) Rights-of-way established for other purposes by cities, counties, or local agencies shall not be
abandoned unless the governing body determines that the rights-of-way or parts thereof are not useful
as a nonmotorized transportation facility.
(b) No state highway right-of-way shall be abandoned until the department first consults with the
local agencies having jurisdiction over the areas concerned to determine whether the right-of-way or
part thereof could be developed as a nonmotorized transportation
facility. If an affirmative determination is made, before abandoning the right-of-way, the department
shall first make the property available to local agencies for development as nonmotorized
transportation facilities in accordance with Sections 104.15 and
887.6 of this code and Section 14012 of the Government Code.
892.2 (a) The Bicycle Transportation Account is continued in existence in the State Transportation
Fund, and, notwithstanding Section 13340 of the Government Code, the money in the account is
continuously appropriated to the department for expenditure for the
purposes specified in Section 892.4. Unexpended moneys shall be retained in the account for use in
subsequent fiscal years.
(b) Any reference in law or regulation to the Bicycle Lane Account is a reference to the Bicycle
Transportation Account.
892.4 The department shall allocate and disburse moneys from the Bicycle Transportation Account
according to the following priorities:
(a) To the department, the amounts necessary to administer this article, not to exceed 1 percent of the
funds expended per year.
(b) To counties and cities, for bikeways and related facilities, planning, safety and education, in
accordance with Section 891.4.
892.6 The Legislature finds and declares that the construction of bikeways pursuant to this article
constitutes a highway purpose under Article XIX of the California Constitution and justifies the
expenditure of highway funds therefor.
940 Boards of supervisors shall have general supervision, management, and control of the county
highways.

941 (a) Boards of supervisors shall, by proper order, cause those highways which are necessary to
public convenience to be established, recorded, constructed, and maintained in the manner provided in
this division.
(b) No public or private road shall become a county highway until and unless the board of
supervisors, or its designee, by appropriate action, has caused the road to be accepted into the county
road system. No county shall be held liable for failure to maintain any road unless and until it has been
accepted into the county road system by action of the board of supervisors or its designee.
(c) The acceptance of any road or the acceptance of any road subject to improvements pursuant to
Section 66477.1 of the Government Code does not constitute the acceptance of the road into the
county road system in the absence of the adoption of a resolution by the
board of supervisors accepting the road into the county road system.
941.1 The board of supervisors may lay out, acquire, construct, and maintain any section or portion of
any street or highway within the county as a freeway or expressway and may make any existing street
or highway a freeway or expressway
941.2 Boards of supervisors may close any street or highway within their jurisdiction at or near the
point of its intersection with any freeway, or may make provision for carrying such street or highway
over, under, or to a connection with the freeway, and may do any and all work on such street or
highway as is necessary therefor.
No public highway shall be converted into a freeway except with the consent of the owners of abutting
lands or the purchase or condemnation of their right of access thereto.
941.3 Before taking any action authorized by Section 941.2 affecting any state highway, such action
must be approved by the Department of Public Works.
941.4 (a) The board of supervisors, with the consent of any city in which the proposed system is
located, in whole or in part, may, designate a system of expressways within the county. The
designation shall be based on a study of the transportation needs of the county,
which shall include a financing plan for the expressway system.
(b) The purpose of the county expressway system is to provide a level of service that is greater than
that of city streets and county roads, but less than that provided by the state system of freeways. The
designated county expressway system shall serve both incorporated and unincorporated areas of a
county, as appropriate.
(c) The board of supervisors may enter into an agreement with the city council or other governing
body of a city to close any city street at or near its intersection with an expressway or to provide for
carrying the street over, under, or to a connection with the expressway, and to perform any work
necessary for this purpose. No city street may be closed by the construction of an expressway except
pursuant to such an agreement. No city street may be connected with an expressway unless the board
of supervisors, by resolution, consents and specifies the terms and conditions of that connection. The
board of supervisors may permit or prohibit, or specify the terms and conditions of, a connection as, in
its opinion, will best serve
the public interest of the county. This subdivision does not apply to any connection constructed prior
to January 1, 1989.
(d) Notwithstanding any other provision of this division, the designated county expressway system
may be planned, designed, acquired, constructed, reconstructed, rehabilitated, maintained, operated,
and owned by the county in both incorporated and unincorporated areas.

(e) The board of supervisors may delegate any authority under this section to any local agency which
it finds and determines has the capability to plan, design, acquire, construct, reconstruct, rehabilitate,
maintain, operate, and own an expressway.
(f) The boards of supervisors of two or more adjacent counties into which an expressway is proposed
to extend may enter into an agreement to plan, design, acquire, construct, reconstruct, rehabilitate,
maintain, operate, or own the expressway. The agreement shall provide for the creation of a governing
body with representation from each county.
(g) Any county having an existing expressway system which was designated by the board of
supervisors before January 1, 1989, shall be deemed to have met the conditions of this section. Any
new expressway project within such a system is subject to this section.
(h) As used in this section, "expressway" means a highway having partial or complete control of
access, whether or not divided or with separations of grade at intersections.

