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Suggested Best Practices for Use of Group Project Listings for

Transit Projects

Purpose: Provide best practices for utilizihg group project listings for projects with
Federal Transit Administration (FTA) funding to identify any potential risk to
recipients of FTA funds that may be found in non-compliance.

Scope: Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs) are encouraged to
incorporate the suggested practices to identify and document how the FTA
recipients can mitigate this risk while maintaining administrative flexibility in the
FTIP and FTIP amendments.

Suggested
Practices

e Transit projects often involve FTA funding, which has different

Description

requirements than FHWA-funded projects.

Ensure ¢ MPOs should not group FTA-funded projects with FHWA funded
Regulatory ) - s - .
1 . projects unless they meet similar eligibility and administrative
Compliance criteria.
(FHWA/FTA) ¢ MPOs to ensure all grouped projects are exempt from air quality
conformity.
Use Clear ¢ MPOs to develop documented criteria for which transit projects
Criteria for may be grouped (e.g., routine maintenance, bus replacements).
2 Group e Establish clear communication channels so that fransit agencies
Project can flag projects that should not be grouped (i.e., projects
Listings requiring public review, significant capital investments)
Engage e MPOs to include Transit Operators in the FTIP development
Transit process to ensure projects are accurately represented.
3| Operators e Establish clear communication channels so that tfransit agencies
Early in the can flag projects that should not be grouped (i.e., projects
Process requiring public review, significant capital investments).
Coordinate ¢ MPOs should work with Caltrans and the FTA regional office to
with Caltrans ensure that the grouping methodology aligns with federal
4 and FTA expectations.
Regional e Consider FTIP amendments or STIP amendments if fransit projects
Office are grouped improperly.
e Improperly grouped transit projects could delay the obligation of
Minimize funds or result in loss of funding.
5 | Financial and e MPOs to provide transit operators with a clear pathway to request
Delivery Risk de-grouping or individualized listing if project complexity

increases.
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