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September 8, 2025

Executive Directors of California’s 18 Metropolitan Planning Organizations

Dear MPO Executive Director:

The approval letter from the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and the Federal
Transit Administration (FTA) to the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans)
for the 2025 Federal Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (FSTIP) included
several federal recommendations. One recommendation is that project listings be
consistent across Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs) and aligned with
federal requirements. To support this effort, California needs to develop procedures
to ensure the adequate review of grouped projects, so that project classifications
align with the exempt project categories for all non-attainment and maintenance
areas. Lastly, regionally significant projects and those that are not exempt from air
quality conformity must be properly identified in the FSTIP.

Caltrans requests that MPOs provide a letter, referred to as the MPO Grouped Project
Listing Certification Letter, with the final Federal Transportation Improvement Program
(FTIP) confirming that grouped project listings are both consistent and compliant with
federal requirements. This letter should be printed on the MPQO’s letterhead, dated,
and signed by the MPQO'’s Executive Director or their designated representative. Please
prepare and send a certification letter similar to the attached example for the 2027
FTIP by September 30, 2026.

The requested MPO Grouped Project Listing Certification Letter certifies that each
MPO has prepared the FTIP and ensured that the grouped project listings are
compliant with federal requirements. Attached is sample language that can be used
in the MPQO’s certification letter to Caltrans, which has been provided for your review
and reference. As areminder, certification letters will be required for all subsequent
FTIP submittals.
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If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact Jennifer
Ashby-Camp at (916) 215-3859 or by email at <jennifer.ashby-camp@dot.ca.gov> or
Kien Le at (916) 439-4306 or by email at <kien.le.@dot.ca.gov>.

Sincerely,

%ﬁméf Ancterasn

James R. Anderson, Chief
Division of Financial Programming

Attachment: Language for the MPO Grouped Project Listing Certification Letter

c: Ryan Dermody, Acting Chief Deputy Director, Caltrans

Steven Keck, Deputy Director, Finance, Caltrans

Marlon Flournoy, Deputy Director, Planning and Modal Programs, Caltrans

Ben De Alba, Chief, Division of Transportation Planning, Caltrans

Hannah Walter, Deputy Division Chief, Transportation Planning, Caltrans

Yatman Kwan, Deputy Division Chief, Transportation Planning, Caltrans

Alexis Lantz, Assistant Deputy Director for Equity & Tribal Affairs, Caltrans

Kien Le, Chief, Office of Federal Programming and Data Management, Caltrans

Erin Thompson, Chief, Office of Community and Regional Planning, Caltrans

Jennifer Ashby-Camp, Federal Planning Finding Lead, Office of Federal
Programming and Data Management, Caltrans

Antonio Johnson, Director, Planning, Environmental, and Right of Way, FHWA

Mary Nguyen, Director, Office of Planning and Program Development, FTA Region 9

Mervin Acebo, Team Leader, Community Planner, Office of Planning and
Program Development, FTA Region 9
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ATTACHMENT

Language for the MPO Grouped Project Listing
Certification Letter

Sample Language

<MPO Letterhead>
<Current Date>

<Address Block>

To Whom It May Concern:

This letter certifies that <Insert MPO> has prepared the Federal Transportation
Improvement Program (FTIP) grouped project listings in a manner that is consistent
and compliant with federal requirements.

Please contact <Insert MPO FTIP contact> at <Insert contact phone number> or
by email at <Insert contact email address> if you have any questions or require
additional information.

Sincerely,

MPO Executive Director or Designated Representative



