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GUIDANCE FOR PROGRAMMING GROUPED PROJECT LISTINGS 

Purpose 
This document provides statewide guidance for all Metropolitan Planning Organizations 
(MPOs) and rural non-MPOs on appropriately programming grouped project listings in air 
quality non-attainment or maintenance areas for inclusion in their Federal Transportation 
Improvement Programs (FTIPs). This guidance ensures compliance with federal requirements 
and promotes consistency across MPO regions. 

 
Suggested Guidelines and Procedures 

1. Determine whether a project may be eligible for inclusion in a grouped project 
listing using the flow chart. The flow chart walks through a step-by-step decision 
process based on federal requirements. Projects ineligible for grouping must be 
programmed individually in the FTIP/FSTIP. 
 

Flow Chart: Analysis for grouping projects in air quality non-attainment or maintenance areas 
 

 
 
 

The project is eligible for grouping

(Answers to both steps are YES)

Step 2: Is the scale of project appropriate for 
grouping?

Considerations include project cost, public 
sensitivity, and community interest in the project

Step 1: Is the project exempt from Air Quality 
Conformity?

Reference: 40 CFR 93.126 Table 2 & 40 CFR 
93.127 Table 3 The 

project is 
not eligible 
for 
grouping 

 

NO 

NO 
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2. Description of the grouped project listings.  For the purposes of entry into the 
California Transportation Improvement Program System (CTIPS), this section can be 
found on the “Project Definition” tab in the “Location & Description” box and shall 
include appropriate exempt project classification/s per 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 
2 and 93.127 Table 3. 

a. Reference the pre-approved list of grouped project listings. If the proposed 
grouped project listing is different from the list, the MPO shall contact Caltrans’ 
Federal Programming FTIP/FSTIP Coordinators, FHWA or FTA prior to programming 
the new grouped project listing in the FTIP. 

b. The “Project Definition” tab in CTIPS includes a sub section for “Conformity” 
that should be completed as appropriate, including the drop downs for 
“Air Basin” and “EPA Table 2 & 3-Exempt Category.”  Due to CTIPS 
limitations, only one exempt project classification per 40 CFR Part 93.126 
and 93.127 can be selected.  If the selected pre-approved grouped 
project listing has multiple exempt project classifications, leave the box 
blank in CTIPS. 

 
3. Projects may be further grouped by grantee/agency or by geographic area 

provided the grouped project listing is consistent with the project listings in the pre- 
approved list. 

a. Projects cannot be grouped by a particular fund type or funding program in 
the FTIP. 

 
4. Detailed project listings or back-up listings for any grouped project that is 

programmed or amended in an FTIP must be included in the uploaded 
document in CTIPS. 

a. Detailed project listings shall contain individual project information with 
sufficient description to accurately identify scope, implementing agency, 
location, limits of the project (if any), program year and the total project 
cost. 

b. Reference the “Detailed Project Listings Format” to create the back-up listings. 
The template is shared to show the minimum details needed in the back-up 
listings. MPOs have an option to add additional details if necessary. When 
Caltrans provides detailed projects listings for State Managed Programs 
(Examples: Highway Bridge Programs, Highway Safety Improvement 
Programs) to MPOs, MPOs can use the detailed projects listings directly 
without transferring the details to the template. Total cost of the projects 
including funding for all project phases from the detailed project listing shall 
be programmed under the construction phase in the FTIP. 
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5. Projects funded from the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) can be grouped if the 
detailed project list is readily available to the FTA and the public. 

a. The detailed project list must be included by MPO in the FTIP and/or FTIP 
Amendment when circulated for public review. 

6. Projects with multiple FTA Urbanized Areas (UZAs) and with multiple FTA fund types can be 
grouped if the grouped projects meet the requirements of #5. 

 
Background 
Title 23, Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), Section 450.218(j) allows projects that are not 
considered to be of appropriate scale for individual identification in the Federal 
Transportation Improvement Program (FTIP) may be grouped by function, work type or 
geographic region using the applicable classifications under 23 CFR 771.117(c) and (d) 
and/or 40 CFR part 93. 

MPOs may find grouping projects to offer some advantages and flexibility when amending 
projects in the FTIP/FSTIP. New projects can be added to an existing grouped project listing 
through administrative modifications in accordance with the Amendment and 
Administrative Modification Guidelines. For non-FTA funded projects, the detailed project lists 
may be revised without the need for amendments or administrative modifications if the 
revisions do not result in changes to the total grouped project costs. However, MPOs must 
update the detailed project lists to reflect the revision and furnish them to the respective 
FTIP/FSTIP Coordinators at Caltrans, Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and FTA along 
with a cover letter. 

 
This guidance is for programming grouped project listings for MPOs and the rural-non MPO 
areas that are classified as either air quality non-attainment or maintenance areas. The 
grouped project listings must be consistent with the exempt project classification contained 
in the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) Transportation Conformity Regulation 
(40CFR part 93). It is the MPO’s responsibility to determine the eligibility of projects to be 
included in grouped project listings. The MPO shall consult with Caltrans’ Federal 
Programming FTIP/FSTIP Coordinators, FHWA or FTA if clarification is needed regarding the 
eligibility of project grouping. 
 
 

 
Attachments 

1. Pre-Approved Group Project Listings 
2. Detailed Project Listings Format 
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Pre-Approved Group Project Listings 
# Group Projects Listing Name Project Description 

1 
Grouped Projects for Bridge Rehabilitation and 

Reconstruction  
SHOPP Program 

Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt 
Projects categories: 

• Widening narrow pavements or reconstructing bridges (no 
additional travel lanes) 

2 
Grouped Projects for Safety Improvements  

 SHOPP Collision Reduction Program 
 

Scope: 
Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt Projects 
categories: 

• Railroad/highway crossing 
• Safer non-Federal-aid system roads 
• Shoulder improvements 
• Traffic control devices and operating assistance other than 

signalization projects 
• Guardrails, median barriers, crash cushions 
• Pavement marking  
• Truck climbing lanes outside the urbanized area 
• Lighting improvements 
• Emergency truck pullovers 

Projects are consistent with 40CFR Part 93.127 Table 3 Exempt Projects 
categories: 

• Intersection signalization projects at individual intersections   
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Pre-Approved Group Project Listings 
# Group Projects Listing Name Project Description 

3 Grouped Projects for Safety Improvements  
 SHOPP Mandates Program 

Scope: 
Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt Projects 
categories: 

• Railroad/highway crossing 
• Safer non-Federal-aid system roads 
• Shoulder improvements 
• Traffic control devices and operating assistance other than 

signalization projects 
• Guardrails, median barriers, crash cushions 
• Pavement marking  
• Truck climbing lanes outside the urbanized area 
• Lighting improvements 
• Emergency truck pullovers 

Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.127 Table 3 Exempt Projects 
categories: 

• Intersection signalization projects at individual intersections   

4 Grouped Projects for Emergency Repair 
SHOPP Emergency Response Program 

Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt 
Projects categories: 

• Repair of damage caused by natural disasters, civil unrest, or 
terrorist acts, except projects involving substantial functional, 
locational or capacity changes. 

Note:  This applies to damages that do not qualify for Federal 
Emergency Relief funds or to damages that qualify for federal 
Emergency Relief funds but extend beyond the Federally 
declared disaster period 
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Pre-Approved Group Project Listings 
# Group Projects Listing Name Project Description 

5 Grouped Projects for Safety Improvements 
SHOPP Mobility Program 

Scope: 
Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt Projects 
categories: 

• Railroad/highway crossing 
• Safer non-Federal-aid system roads 
• Shoulder improvements 
• Traffic control devices, and operating assistance other than 

signalization projects 
• Pavement marking  
• Truck climbing lanes outside the urbanized area 
• Lighting improvements 
• Emergency truck pullovers 

Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.127 Table 3 Exempt Projects 
categories: 

• Intersection signalization projects at individual intersections 
 

6 Grouped Projects for Shoulder Improvements 
SHOPP Roadside Preservation Program 

Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt 
Projects categories: 

• Fencing 
• Safety roadside rest areas 

7 

Grouped Projects for Pavement resurfacing 
and/or  

Rehabilitation 
 SHOPP Roadway Preservation 

Program 

Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt 
Projects categories: 

• Pavement resurfacing and/or rehabilitation 
• Emergency relief (23 U.S.C. 125) 
• Widening narrow pavements or reconstructing bridges (no 

additional travel lanes) 

8 
Grouped Projects for Bridge Rehabilitation and 

Reconstruction 
Highway Bridge Program (HBP) 

Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt 
Projects categories: 

• Widening narrow pavements or reconstructing bridges (no 
additional travel lanes) 

https://www.govinfo.gov/link/uscode/23/125
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Pre-Approved Group Project Listings 
# Group Projects Listing Name Project Description 

9 Grouped Projects for Safety Improvements 

Scope: 
Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt Projects 
categories: 

• Railroad/highway crossing 
• Safer non-Federal-aid system roads 
• Shoulder improvements 
• Traffic control devices and operating assistance other than 

signalization projects 
• Pavement marking  
• Truck climbing lanes outside the urbanized area 
• Lighting improvements 
• Emergency truck pullovers 

Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.127 Table 3 Exempt Projects 
categories: 

• Intersection signalization projects at individual intersections 

a Grouped Projects for Safety Improvements  
Safe Routes to School (SRTS) Program 

Scope: 
Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt Projects 
categories: 

• Railroad/highway crossing 
• Safer non-Federal-aid system roads 
• Shoulder improvements 
• Traffic control devices and operating assistance other than 

signalization projects 
• Pavement marking  
• Truck climbing lanes outside the urbanized area 
• Lighting improvements 
• Emergency truck pullovers 

Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.127 Table 3 Exempt Projects 
categories: 

• Intersection signalization projects at individual intersections 
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Pre-Approved Group Project Listings 
# Group Projects Listing Name Project Description 

b Grouped Projects for Safety Improvements  
Safe Routes to School (SR2S) State Program 

Scope: 
Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt Projects 
categories: 

• Railroad/highway crossing 
• Safer non-Federal-aid system roads 
• Shoulder improvements 
• Traffic control devices and operating assistance other than 

signalization projects 
• Pavement marking  
• Truck climbing lanes outside the urbanized area 
• Lighting improvements 
• Emergency truck pullovers 

Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.127 Table 3 Exempt Projects 
categories: 

• Intersection signalization projects at individual intersections 

10 Grouped Projects for Safety Improvements 
Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) 

Scope: 
Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt Projects 
categories: 

• Railroad/highway crossing 
• Safer non-Federal-aid system roads 
• Shoulder improvements 
• Traffic control devices and operating assistance other than 

signalization projects 
• Pavement marking  
• Truck climbing lanes outside the urbanized area 
• Lighting improvements 
• Emergency truck pullovers 

Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.127 Table 3 Exempt Projects 
categories: 

• Intersection signalization projects at individual intersections 
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Pre-Approved Group Project Listings 
# Group Projects Listing Name Project Description 

11 Grouped Projects for Railroad/Highway Crossing 
Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt 
Projects categories: 

• Railroad/highway crossing 

12 
Grouped Projects for Safety Improvements on 

High-Risk Rural Roads (HRRR) 
 HRRR Program 

Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt 
Projects categories: 

• Safer non-Federal-aid system roads 

13 Grouped Projects for Hazard Elimination Program 

Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt 
Projects categories: 

• Projects that correct, improve, or eliminate a hazardous location 
or feature  

14 Grouped Projects for Safer Non-Federal-Aid 
System Roads 

Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt 
Projects categories: 

• Safer non-Federal-aid system roads 

15 Grouped Projects for Shoulder Improvements 
Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt 
Projects categories: 

• Shoulder improvements 

a 
Grouped Projects for Shoulder Improvements on 

the 
State Highway System 

Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt 
Projects categories: 

• Shoulder improvements 

b Grouped Projects for Shoulder Improvements on 
the Local Roads System 

Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt 
Projects categories: 

• Shoulder improvements 

c Grouped Projects for Shoulder Improvements in 
xxx County/City 

Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt 
Projects categories: 

• Shoulder improvements 
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Pre-Approved Group Project Listings 
# Group Projects Listing Name Project Description 

16 Grouped Projects for Increasing Sight Distance 
Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt 
Projects categories: 

• Increasing sight distance 

a Grouped Projects for Increasing Sight Distance 
on the State Highway System 

Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt 
Projects categories: 

• Increasing sight distance 

b Grouped Projects for Increasing Sight Distance 
on the Local Roads System 

Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt 
Projects categories: 

• Increasing sight distance 

c Grouped Projects for Increasing Sight Distance in 
xxx County/City 

Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt 
Projects categories: 

• Increasing sight distance 

17 Grouped Projects for Pavement Resurfacing 
and/or Rehabilitation 

Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt 
Projects categories: 

• Pavement resurfacing and/or rehabilitation 

a 
Grouped Projects for Pavement Resurfacing 
and/or Rehabilitation on the State Highway 

System 

Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt 
Projects categories: 

• Pavement resurfacing and/or rehabilitation 

b 

Grouped Projects for Pavement Resurfacing 
and/or Rehabilitation on the State Highway 

System  
Highway Maintenance 

Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt 
Projects categories: 

• Pavement resurfacing and/or rehabilitation 

c 
Grouped Projects for Pavement resurfacing 

and/or 
Rehabilitation on the Local Roads System 

Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt 
Projects categories: 

• Pavement resurfacing and/or rehabilitation 

d 
Grouped Projects for Pavement Resurfacing 

and/or 
Rehabilitation in xxx County/City 

Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt 
Projects categories: 

• Pavement resurfacing and/or rehabilitation 
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Pre-Approved Group Project Listings 
# Group Projects Listing Name Project Description 

e 

Grouped Projects for Pavement Resurfacing 
and/or 

Rehabilitation  
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 

(ARRA) or xxx Funded 

Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt 
Projects categories: 

• Pavement resurfacing and/or rehabilitation 

f 

Grouped Projects for Pavement Resurfacing 
and/or 

Rehabilitation 
Asphalt Concrete (AC) Overlays 

Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt 
Projects categories: 

• Pavement resurfacing and/or rehabilitation 

18 Grouped Projects for Pavement Marking 
Demonstration 

Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt 
Projects categories: 

• Pavement marking 
Note:  Includes pavement marking demonstration projects 

19 Grouped Projects for Emergency Truck Pullovers 
Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt 
Projects categories: 

• Emergency truck pullovers 

20 
Grouped Projects for Widening Narrow 
Pavements or Reconstructing Bridges  

 

Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt 
Projects categories: 

• Widening narrow pavements or reconstructing bridges (no 
additional travel lanes) 

a Grouped Projects for Non-Capacity Widening  
 

Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt 
Projects categories: 

• Widening narrow pavements or reconstructing bridges (no 
additional travel lanes). 

21 Grouped Projects for Truck Climbing Lanes 
Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt 
Projects categories: 

• Truck climbing lanes outside the urbanized area 
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Pre-Approved Group Project Listings 
# Group Projects Listing Name Project Description 

22 Grouped Projects for Skid Treatments 
Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt 
Projects categories: 

• Skid treatments 

23 Grouped Projects for Safety Roadside Rest Areas 
Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt 
Projects categories: 

• Safety roadside rest areas 

24 Grouped Projects for Railroad/Highway Crossing 
Warning Devices 

Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt 
Project categories: 

• Railroad/highway crossing warning devices 

25 Grouped Projects for Traffic Control Devices and 
Operating Assistance Other Than Signalization 

Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt 
Projects categories: 

• Traffic control devices and operating assistance other than 
signalization projects 

a 
Grouped Projects for Traffic Control Devices and 

Operating Assistance 
 

Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt 
Projects categories: 

• Traffic control devices and operating assistance other than 
signalization projects 

b Grouped Projects for Traffic Control Devices 

Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt 
Projects categories: 

• Traffic control devices and operating assistance other than 
signalization projects 

26 Grouped Projects for Increasing Sight Distance 
Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt 
Projects categories: 

• Increasing sight distance 
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Pre-Approved Group Project Listings 
# Group Projects Listing Name Project Description 

27 Grouped Projects for Fencing 
Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt 
Projects categories: 

• Fencing 

28 Grouped Projects for Lighting Improvements 
Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt 
Projects categories: 

• Lighting improvements 

29 Grouped Projects for Ride-Sharing and Van-
Pooling 

Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt 
Projects categories: 

• Continuation of ride-sharing and van-pooling promotion activities 
at current levels 

30 Grouped Projects for Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Facilities 

Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt 
Projects categories: 

• Bicycle and pedestrian facilities  

a Grouped Projects for Bicycle Facilities 
Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt 
Projects categories: 

• Bicycle and pedestrian facilities  

b Grouped Projects for Pedestrian Facilities 
Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt 
Projects categories: 

• Bicycle and pedestrian facilities  

c Grouped Projects for Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Facilities Funded with xxx 

Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt 
Projects categories: 

• Bicycle and pedestrian facilities  
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Pre-Approved Group Project Listings 
# Group Projects Listing Name Project Description 

d Grouped Projects for Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Facilities in xxx County/City 

Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt 
Projects categories: 

• Bicycle and pedestrian facilities  

e 
Grouped Projects for Bicycle and Pedestrian 

Facilities  
Motorized 

Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt 
Projects categories: 

• Bicycle and pedestrian facilities  

f 
Grouped Projects for Bicycle and Pedestrian 

Facilities 
 Non-Motorized 

Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt 
Projects categories: 

• Bicycle and pedestrian facilities  

31 Grouped Projects for Noise Attenuation 
Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt 
Projects categories: 

• Noise attenuation. 

33 Grouped Projects for Safety Improvements 
  

Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt 
Projects categories: 

• Projects that correct, improve, or eliminate a hazardous location 
or feature 

34 
Grouped Projects for Safety Improvements 

Safer Non-Federal-Aid System Roads 
 

Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt 
Projects categories: 

• Safer non-Federal-aid system roads 
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Pre-Approved Group Project Listings 
# Group Projects Listing Name Project Description 

35 
Grouped Projects for Safety Improvements  

Safer Roads - Inclusive of Federal-Aid and Non-
Federal-Aid Roads 

Scope: 
Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt Projects 
categories: 

• Railroad/highway crossing 
• Safer non-Federal-aid system roads 
• Shoulder improvements 
• Traffic control devices and operating assistance other than 

signalization projects 
• Pavement marking  
• Truck climbing lanes outside the urbanized area 
• Lighting improvements 
• Emergency truck pullovers 

Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.127 Table 3 Exempt Projects 
categories: 

• Intersection signalization projects at individual intersections 
 

37 
Grouped Projects for Directional and 

Informational 
Signs 

Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt 
Projects categories: 

• Directional and informational signs 

a 
Grouped Projects for Directional and 

Informational 
Signs Funded with xxx 

Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt 
Projects categories: 

• Directional and informational signs 

b 
Grouped Projects for Directional and 

Informational 
Signs in xxx County/City 

Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt 
Projects categories: 

• Directional and informational signs 
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Pre-Approved Group Project Listings 
# Group Projects Listing Name Project Description 

c 
Grouped Projects for Directional and 

Informational 
Signs on the Federal-Aid System 

Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt 
Projects categories: 

• Directional and informational signs 

d 
Grouped Projects for Directional and 

Informational 
Signs on the Non-Federal-Aid System 

Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt 
Projects categories: 

• Directional and informational signs 

38 Grouped Projects for Sign Removal 
Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt 
Projects categories: 

• Sign removal 

39 Grouped Projects for Plantings, Landscaping, etc. 
Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt 
Projects categories: 

• Plantings, landscaping, etc. 

40 Grouped Projects for the Acquisition of Scenic 
Easements 

Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt 
Project categories: 

• Acquisition of scenic easements 

41 Grouped Projects for Emergency or Hardship 
Advance Land Acquisitions 

Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt 
Projects categories: 

• Emergency or hardship advance land acquisitions (23 CFR 
710.503) 

42 Grouped Projects for Engineering 

Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt 
Projects categories: 

• Engineering to assess social, economic, and environmental effects 
of the proposed action or alternatives to that action (non-
capacity increasing) 

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-23/section-710.503
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-23/section-710.503
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Pre-Approved Group Project Listings 
# Group Projects Listing Name Project Description 

43 Grouped Projects for Planning Activities 
Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt 
Projects categories: 

• Planning activities conducted pursuant to titles 23 and 49 U.S.C. 

44 Grouped Projects for Grants for Training and 
Research Programs 

Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt 
Projects categories: 

• Grants for training and research programs 

45 Grouped Projects for Planning and Technical 
Studies 

Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt 
Projects categories: 

• Planning and technical studies 

46 Grouped Projects for Specific Activities Not 
Leading to Construction 

Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt 
Projects categories: 

• Specific activities which do not involve or lead directly to 
construction, such as: 

o Planning and technical studies 
o Grants for training and research programs 
o Planning activities conducted pursuant to titles 23 and 49 

U.S.C. 
o Federal-aid systems revisions 

• Engineering to assess social, economic, and environmental effects 
of the proposed action or alternatives to that action 

47 Grouped Projects for Transportation Enhancement 
Activities 

Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt 
Projects categories: 
Transportation enhancement activities (except rehabilitation and 
operation of historic transportation buildings, structures, or facilities) 
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Pre-Approved Group Project Listings 
# Group Projects Listing Name Project Description 

48 Grouped Projects for Emergency Repair 

Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt 
Projects categories: 
Repair of damage caused by natural disasters, civil unrest, or terrorist acts, 
except projects involving substantial functional, locational or capacity 
changes 

49 
Grouped Projects for Rehabilitation or 

Reconstruction of Track Structures, Track, and 
Trackbed in Existing Rights-of-Way 

Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt 
Projects categories: 
Rehabilitation or reconstruction of track structures, track, and trackbed in 
existing rights-of-way (non-capacity Increasing) 

50 Grouped Projects for Reconstruction or 
Renovation of Transit Buildings and Structures 

Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt 
Projects categories: 
Reconstruction or renovation of transit buildings and structures (e.g., rail or 
bus buildings, storage and maintenance facilities, stations, terminals, and 
ancillary structures) (non-capacity Increasing) 

51 Grouped Projects for Construction of Small 
Passenger Shelters and Information Kiosks 

Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt 
Projects categories: 

Construction of small passenger shelters and information kiosks 

52 Grouped Projects for Construction or Renovation 
of Power, Signal, and Communications Systems 

Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt 
Projects categories: 
Construction or renovation of power, signal, and communications systems 

53 Grouped Projects for the Purchase of Operating 
Equipment for Vehicles 

Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt 
Projects categories: 
Purchase of operating equipment for vehicles (e.g., radios, fareboxes, lifts, 
etc.) 
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# Group Projects Listing Name Project Description 

54 Grouped Projects for Purchase of Office, Shop, 
and Operating Equipment for Existing Facilities 

Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt 
Projects categories: 

Purchase of office, shop, and operating equipment for existing facilities 

55 Grouped Projects for Rehabilitation of Transit 
Vehicles 

Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt 
Projects categories: 

Rehabilitation of transit vehicles (In PM10 and PM2.5 nonattainment or 
maintenance areas, such projects are exempt only if they are in 
compliance with control measures in the applicable implementation 
plan) 

56 Grouped Projects for Purchase of Support 
Vehicles 

Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt 
Projects categories: 

Purchase of support vehicles 

57 Grouped Projects for Operating Assistance to 
Transit Agencies 

Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt 
Projects categories: 

Operating assistance to transit agencies 

58 
Grouped Projects for Purchase of New Buses and 
Rail Cars to Replace Existing Vehicles or for Minor 

Expansions of the Fleet  

Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt 
Projects categories: 

• Purchase of new buses and rail cars to replace existing vehicles or 
for minor expansions of the fleet. (In PM10 and PM2.5 nonattainment 
or maintenance areas, such projects are exempt only if they are in 
compliance with control measures in the applicable 
implementation plan) 

Note:  Minor expansions include changing the number of transit vehicles 
purchased by 25% or less, and changes to the fuel type of transit vehicles. 
MPOs need to present the change through Interagency Consultation to 
confirm the change in scope is minor.) 
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59 
Grouped Projects for Safety Improvements, 

Shoulder Improvements, Pavement Resurfacing 
and/or Rehabilitation – Minor Program 

Scope: 
Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt Projects 
categories: 

• Railroad/highway crossing 
• Safer non-Federal-aid system roads 
• Shoulder improvements 
• Traffic control devices and operating assistance other than 

signalization projects 
• Pavement marking  
• Truck climbing lanes outside the urbanized area 
• Lighting improvements 
• Emergency truck pullovers 
• Pavement resurfacing and/or rehabilitation 
• Emergency relief (23 U.S.C. 125) 
• Widening narrow pavements or reconstructing bridges (no 

additional travel lanes) 
• Bicycle and pedestrian facilities 

Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.127 Table 3 Exempt Projects 
categories: 

Intersection signalization projects at individual intersections 

60 Grouped Projects for Intersection Channelization 
Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.127 Table 3 Exempt 
Projects categories: 

Intersection channelization projects 

61 Grouped Projects for Intersection Signalization 
Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.127 Table 3 Exempt 
Projects categories: 

Intersection signalization projects at individual intersections 

https://www.govinfo.gov/link/uscode/23/125
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62 Grouped Projects for Interchange Reconfiguration 
Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.127 Table 3 Exempt 
Projects categories: 

Interchange reconfiguration projects 

63 Grouped Projects for Changes in Vertical and 
Horizontal Alignment 

Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.127 Table 3 Exempt 
Projects categories: 

Changes in vertical and horizontal alignment  

64 Grouped Projects for Truck Size and Weight 
Inspection Stations 

Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.127 Table 3 Exempt 
Projects categories: 
Truck size and weight inspection stations 

65 Grouped Projects for Bus Terminals and Transfer 
Points 

Scope: Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.127 Table 3 Exempt 
Projects categories: 
Bus terminals and transfer points 

66 
Grouped Projects for Electric Vehicle Charging 

Infrastructure 
 

Scope:  Projects are consistent with 40 CFR Part 93.126 Table 2 Exempt 
Projects categories: 
Transportation enhancement activities (except rehabilitation and 
operation of historic transportation buildings, structures, or facilities) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Note:  All grouped listings must be accompanied by detailed backup listings. 
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Detailed Project Listings Format: “Title of the Grouped Project Listing” 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Agency County 

Project Number, 
District EA or MPO 

Reference Number 
 

Project 
Title 

Project 
Description 

FFY Program 
Year 

(Break Down 
in Each FFY) 

Project 
Phase 

Fund Type 
(Federal, State, 

Local, Toll Credit 
etc.) 

Total 
Project 

Cost 
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