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Federal Update

Ryan Greenway, Assistant Federal Liaison
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What's Going on in Washington?

e White House Announcements:

* 08/29 - USDOT Secretary Sean Duffy withdrew * 08/26: Federal Railroad Administration (FRA)

or terminated a total of $679 million in funding
for 12 offshore wind projects across America.
This includes two California projects.

08/29: $40 million in available funding to help
Tribal governments was announced.

08/26 - California, Washington, and New
Mexico will lose federal funding unless they
adopt and enforce English Language Proficiency
(ELP) requirements for commercial motor
vehicle drivers.

withdrew over $175 million funding for four
projects related to California’s High-Speed
Rail.

08/11: Revised guidance for the National
Electric Vehicle Infrastructure (NEVI) Formula
Program.

08/07: President Trump issued Executive
Order 14332, Improving Oversight of Federal
Grantmaking.
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https://www.transportation.gov/briefing-room/trumps-transportation-secretary-sean-p-duffy-terminates-and-withdraws-679-million
https://www.transportation.gov/briefing-room/trumps-transportation-secretary-sean-p-duffy-terminates-and-withdraws-679-million
https://www.transportation.gov/briefing-room/trumps-transportation-secretary-sean-p-duffy-announces-availability-over-40-million
https://www.transportation.gov/briefing-room/trumps-transportation-secretary-sean-p-duffy-california-washington-and-new-mexico
https://www.transportation.gov/briefing-room/trumps-transportation-secretary-sean-p-duffy-california-washington-and-new-mexico
https://www.transportation.gov/briefing-room/trumps-transportation-secretary-sean-p-duffy-cancels-californias-additional-rail
https://www.transportation.gov/briefing-room/trumps-transportation-secretary-sean-p-duffy-cancels-californias-additional-rail
https://www.transportation.gov/briefing-room/trumps-transportation-secretary-sean-p-duffy-cancels-californias-additional-rail
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/nevi/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/08/improving-oversight-of-federal-grantmaking/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/08/improving-oversight-of-federal-grantmaking/

Federal Updates

* NOFOs Closing:

* Port Infrastructure Development Program
$500 Million, 09/10/25

* FY 2025 Tribal Transportation Program Safety
Fund Grants, Amended NOFO
$500 Million, 09/16/25

e Caltrans Federal Affairs Update (formerly
IIJA Bi-Weekly Newsletter):

* Includes more information on transportation-
related federal news, hot topics, presidential and
agency actions, and major federal legislation

September 2, 2025

Calirans
Federal Affairs Update

Note from the Calfrans Office of the Federal Liaison:

Stay Updated: Tracking Federal Transportation News, Actions, and Executive Orders

HOT TOPICS

o August 29, 2025, U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT) Secretary Sean P. Duffy
announced over $40 million in available funding to help Tribal govermnments improve
roadways and address transportation safety issues through the Tribal Transportation Program

Safety Fund (TTPSF). See updated funding opportunity.

o August 29, 2025, USDOT Secretary Sean Duffy withdrew or terminated a
funding for 12 offshore wind projects across America. This includes two

o August 26, 2025, USDOT Secretary Sean Duffy announced California, W
Mexico will lose federal funding unless they adopt and enforce English
Proficiency (ELP) requirements for commercial motor vehicle drivers. T
30 days to come into compliance before the Department will withh
funding from the Motor Carrier Safety Assistance Program.

o August 26, 2025, USDOT Secretary Sean Duffy announced that th
Administration (FRA) withdrew over $175 million funding for four pr
California’s High-Speed Rail. Additionally, Secretary Duffy has direc
obligated grants related to the California High-Speed Rail Project.

o August 18, 2025, the USDOT Advanced Research Projects Agency — Inf
has launched a new Ideas Challenge. The Ideas Challenge is ARPA-I's
American innovators across the public and private sectors to help tran:
transportation.

o August 12, 2025, USDOT Secretary Sean Duffy announced $175 million i
Federal Highway Administration’s (FHWA) Ferry Boat Program (FBP) fo
U.S. Virgin Islands and American Samoa. The formula funding will impro
provide more cost-effective fravel options for communities across the
ferries to get to work, promote tourism, and enable commerce.
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https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sl/zmZIgFm
https://www.grants.gov/search-results-detail/358404
https://www.transportation.gov/briefing-room/trumps-transportation-secretary-sean-p-duffy-california-washington-and-new-mexico
https://www.transportation.gov/briefing-room/trumps-transportation-secretary-sean-p-duffy-california-washington-and-new-mexico

Regulatory Actions/Reauthorization

Andrew Carhart, Federal Legislation Manager
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Federal Regulatory Actions

e Recent US DOT Federal Notices:

 7/21/25 (RFl; Comments due 9/8/25): Advancing a Surface Transportation Proposal That Focuses on
America's Most Fundamental Infrastructure Needs (DOT-OST-2025-0468 / 2025-13663; Deadline
extended by 2025-15862)

 8/7/25 (NPRM; Comments due 10/6/25): Normalizing Unmanned Aircraft Systems Beyond Visual Line
of Sight Operations (FAA-2025-1908 / 2025-14992)

 8/18/25 (RFl; Comments due 10/17/25): Research Ideas To Support Nationwide Automated Vehicle
(AV) Deployment (DOT-OST-2025-1029 / 2025-15605)

* 8/21/25 (Final Rule; Effective 9/22/25): Rescinding Regulations on Procedures for Advance
Construction of Federal-Aid Projects (FHWA-2025-0019 / Doc. No. 2025-16008)
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https://www.regulations.gov/docket/DOT-OST-2025-0468
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/07/21/2025-13663/advancing-a-surface-transportation-proposal-that-focuses-on-americas-most-fundamental-infrastructure
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/08/20/2025-15862/request-for-information-extension-of-comment-period
https://www.regulations.gov/docket/FAA-2025-1908
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/08/07/2025-14992/normalizing-unmanned-aircraft-systems-beyond-visual-line-of-sight-operations
https://www.regulations.gov/docket/DOT-OST-2025-1029
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/08/18/2025-15605/office-of-the-assistant-secretary-for-research-and-technology-request-for-information-research-ideas
https://www.regulations.gov/docket/FHWA-2025-0019
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/08/21/2025-16008/rescinding-regulations-on-procedures-for-advance-construction-of-federal-aid-projects

lIJA Reauthorization Update

e Recent Events:

* Jan. 22 -U.S. House T&l Hearing “America Builds: Highways to Move People and Freight”

* Apr. 2-U.S. Senate E&PW Hearing “Constructing the Surface Transportation Reauthorization Bill”

* Apr. 26 - U.S. House T&l Hearing “America Builds: The Need for a Long-Term Solution for the Highway Trust Fund”
* May 16 - Congressional offices requested input for surface transportation reauthorization

* Scheduled IlJA Reauthorization Working Group Meetings:

e Sep. 10 - Transit Subworking Group (register here)
* Sep. 23 - Active Transportation and Safety (register here)
* Sep. 26 — Native American Day at the State Capitol

* Future Meetings:
* Oct. 2025 -Jan. 2026 (TBD) - Equity and Workforce Development; Federal Transportation Funding

Et,



https://www.congress.gov/event/119th-congress/house-event/117819
https://www.epw.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/2025/4/constructing-the-surface-transportation-reauthorization-bill-united-states-secretary-of-transportation-s-perspective
https://www.congress.gov/event/119th-congress/house-event/117946
https://cadot.webex.com/weblink/register/r24d4a3413e934f66b550309ee955b986
https://cadot.webex.com/weblink/register/r8fdc2c08a20c1f21da98e0b1e5001a11

lIJA Reauthorization Timeline

Outreach & Advocacy Introduction of
IJA Coordination Priorities & Reauthorizing
Enacted Meetings White Papers Legislation
plov- Jul. 2024 Mid 2025 to Late 2025 to
— (ongoing) Late 2025 Early 2026
@) 2
1JA 1JA Draft 1JA
Implementation Reauthorization Legislation Authorization
Meetings Workgroup Late 2025 Ends
Dec. 2021 to Meetings Sep. 2026
Jun. 2023 Jan. 2025

(ongoing)
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Contacits and Website

* For More Information:

Caltrans’ IlJA Reauthorization website:
https://dot.ca.gov/programs/federal-liaison/reauthorization

Building California website: https://build.ca.gov
[IJA Annual Policy Narrative (2022 | 2023 | 2024)

* Keep Up to Date:

Sign up for the Bi-Weekly Federal Affairs Updates
Sign up for the Tribal ILJA Newsletter

R Sign up for the bi-weekly
* Contact us by Email at: Federal Affairs Update

federal-liaison@dot.ca.gov
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https://dot.ca.gov/programs/federal-liaison/reauthorization
https://build.ca.gov/
https://dot.ca.gov/-/media/dot-media/programs/federal-liaison/documents/2022-caltrans-iija-policy-narrative-final-a11y.pdf
https://dot.ca.gov/-/media/dot-media/programs/federal-liaison/documents/iija-policy-narrative-2023-a11y.pdf
https://dot.ca.gov/-/media/dot-media/programs/federal-liaison/documents/iija-policy-narrative-2024-working-rem3-v3-a11y.pdf
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sl/zmZIgFm
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sl/blbvVsr
mailto:federal-liaison@dot.ca.gov
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