California Federal Programming Group (CFPG) Meeting
Summary Meeting Notes
July 9, 2025

Next CFPG Meeting: September 4, 2025

Action ltems:

e BCAG requested improvements to the efficiency of Congestion Mitigation
and Air Quality Improvement (CMAQ) Program reporting and suggested
alternatives to the current User Profile and Access Control System (UPACS)
requirement of logging in monthly fo maintain access for annual
reporting.

Decision Points:
e None

Iltem #1 Welcome: Introductions, Housekeeping and MPO Roll Call (Vaik Renga,
Caltrans)

XAMBAG XBCAG
XFCOG XKCOG
XKCAG XIMCTC
XIMCAG XIMTC
XSACOG XSANDAG
XSJCOG XSLOCOG
[ISBCAG XISRTA
XSCAG [1StanCOG
LTMPO XTCAG

1) James Anderson, Division Chief of Financial Programming, provided a
warm welcome, highlighting the importance of collaboration amid fiscal
pressures, evolving federal guidance, and priorities for equity, climate
action, and timely project delivery.

ltem #2 Federal Partner Updates (Vaik Renga for Kien Le, Calirans)
1) Since the last CFPG meeting in April, FHWA and FTA approved 28 FTIP

formal amendments.

2) National Electric Vehicle Infrastructure (NEVI) formula program funds were
made available for obligation in the Fiscal Management Information
System (FMIS) system on July 3, 2025, allowing Caltrans to begin
authorizations.
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3) On June 12, 2025, the President signed resolutions rescinding California’s

4)

5)

6)

waiver for vehicle emission standards via the Congressional Review Act,
impacting planning assumptions for regional conformity determinations
using the EPA-approved EMFAC 2021 model.

Caltrans announced Dina El-Tawansy as the new Director, sworn in on July
1, 2025, following Tony Tavares' retirement.

Noe Puente joined the Office of Federal Programming and Data
Management from the Office of Federal Resources, covering Cenftral
Valley MPOs, Air Quality Coordinator, and Program Performance
Measures.

MPOs were reminded to log into the UPACS system monthly to maintain
access for annual project reporting.

ltem #3 Office of Federal Liaison Updates (Nicole Longoria/Andrew Carhart,
Caltrans) — Presentation Link
1) Presented details related to federal updates:

a. The FY25 Budget Reconciliation Package (HR 1, “One Big Beautiful

Bill Act”) passed the House on July 3, 2025, and was signed into law
on July 4, 2025, rescinding Inflation Reduction Act programs and
Electric Vehicle (EV) related tax credits.

. The President’s FY26 budget request was released in May 2025, with

the House Transportation, Housing, and Urban Development
Subcommittee scheduled to mark up their draft spending bill on
July 14, 2025, and full committee markup on July 17, 2025.

. On May 29, 2025, US DOT announced 52 deregulatory actions: 43

Notices of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM), seven final rules (effective
June 1 or June 30, 2025), and two withdrawals (including HSIP).
Comments on most NPRMs were due by June 30, 2025. Caltrans
provided input on select actions.

. llJA Reauthorization updates include recent hearings and

scheduled working group meetings on topics like Economic
Prosperity and Goods Movement (July 23, 2025), with future
meetings on Transit and Rail, Active Transportation and Safety, Tribal
Transportation, Federal Transportation Funding, Equity and
Workforce Development.

ltem #4 MPOs Achievements (Ofelia Abundez, Fresno Council of Governments;
Janelle Del Campo and Moses Stites, Fresno County Rural Transit Agency
(FCRTA) — Presentation Link
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1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

Ofelia Abundez, along with Janelle Del Campo and Moses Stites,
presented the FCRTA's Selma Maintenance Facility Project as a Microgrid
Resiliency Hub.

FCRTA operates a fleet of 127 vehicles, with 44 CNG-powered and 33 are
electric, aiming for a 100% EV fleet by 2030; no diesel vehicles are in use.
The new facility includes solar carports with level 2 chargers, WAVE
Inductive Charging Unit, energy storage, and an Energy Management
System.

Funding for the project includes a variety of funding sources totaling
$23,247,733.

Timeline: FTA 5339 Grant awarded in 2019, design-build started in 2021,
groundbreaking in April 2023, estimated completion July 2025.

Iltem #5 MPO Roundtable (Jennifer Ashby-Camp, Caltrans)

1)

2)

The MPO roundtable provided an open forum for discussion regarding the
2025 FPF #7 to “Revisit the Caltrans Public Participation Plan (PPP) to
Improve Public Participation in Transportation Planning and Programming
Processes.” Three questions were posted to facilitate discussions.

Question #1: How do MPOs utilize the public engagement process to
conduct meaningful and effective public engagement? Do you provide
multilingual options for partnerse If not, why?

a. MPOs have Public Participation plans and note that one of the most
effective engagement methods is to meet the community where
they are and focus outreach efforts with other community events as
opposed to standalone outreach.

b. MPOs are required to document the public oufreach efforts in the
appendix of long-range planning documents and the FTIP.

c. PPP revisions focus on utilizing effective engagement strategies and
eliminating those that are unsuccessful, while being mindful of the
survey fatigue that exists across communities.

d. Some MPOs work with different organizations and/or consultants to
evaluate feedback and look at the number of people that visit the
website, interact with various ads and number of attendees at
events.

e. MPOs provide multiingual options to the public and partners and
may also have multilingual staff.

f. Some MPOs plan to launch online GIS systems for FTIP users to
review projects, locations, descriptions and funding while others are
working to address having easily accessible electronic files for the
FTIP and the PPP.

g. MPOs noted in can be difficult locate some of Caltrans accessible
electronic files which is also a challenge for the MPOs, providing an
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opportunity to collaboratively evaluate engagement methods and
develop a strategy to make access easier for our federal partners
and the public.

3) Question #2: How do MPOs document the public engagement and
decision-making process?e

a. Some MPOs work with consultants to frack public engagement, look
at how much engagement was received from a social media post,
number of hits to the MPQO's website, surveys with contact
information and sign-in sheets to frack in-person workshop
aftendance.

b. Some MPOs develop FTIP Guidelines detailing both public
engagement and the decision-making process as the initial step in
development of a new FTIP and documents both processes in the
Public Participation Plan.

c. Some MPOs prepare a project-specific public participation process.
Project collateral can include stakeholder lists, advisory committee
and community workshop agendas, staff reports, public hearing
notices, sign-in sheets, meeting minutes and recordings, event
photos, completed comment forms, survey results, news releases,
project flyers and factsheets, maps, social media posts, and email
distributions. All outreach materials are made publicly available on
a dedicated project webpage.

4) Question #3: Where do MPOs store/post planning and programming
documents which are legible and publicly accessible (i.e., website,
database)?

a. Some MPOs include programming documents on their website and
contract with Eco Interactive to perform updates on their
database. Plans to add an interactive webpage for a user-friendly
opportunity for the public to view all projects in the FTIP, funding
amounts and timelines for completion, potentially providing
tracking mechanism for level of public engagement.

b. Some MPOs kick off the update to the Public Participation Plan by
reassessing engagement methods to identify archaic processes
and explore different methods to increase return on investment for
engagement and utilizing lessons learned from other MPOs.

c. Some MPOs are developing a data dashboard for their website to
provide public access to data for some projects and planning
activities. Exploring gamified public engagement tools for project
specific activities and use of artificial intelligence for aggregating
public input to understand what is trending in different regions.

d. Some MPOs save digital files in project folders on shared drives and
hard copies in storage cabinets. Public records requests regulations
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are adhered to and there is an adopted file retention policy.
Multilingual websites accessible websites are available and digital
posted files are compliant and available in alternate languages
upon request.

Iltem #6 Grouped Project Listings (Vaik Renga, Caltrans) — Presentation link
1) Presentation on 2025 FPF #1 to Ensure Grouped Project Listings are
Consistent with Federal Regulations, including background, California’s
challenges, Caltrans’ guidance, and federal recommendations.
2) Draft updates shared June 26, 2025:
a. Guidance for Programming Grouped Project Listings (formalized,
consistent cross-references, fracked changes)
b. Pre-Approved Group Project Listings (2 new listings added)
c. Detailed Project Listings template (formalized, no technical
changes).
3) MPOs were requested to provide feedback by July 10, 2025, via
comments in PDFs to fstip@dot.ca.gov. Several MPOs suggested
continued discussions outside CFPG meetings.

ltem #7 Caltrans’ Office of Air Quality Program Status (Rodney Tavitas, Caltrans)
1) There is a delay with conformity determinations due to the FHWA/FTA
approval process that is now going through Washington, D.C.
2) Questions regarding “regionally significant” projects can be shared with
Caltrans’ Air Quality branch.

Iltem #8 Calirans’ Division of Local Assistance (DLA) Program Status
1) Robert Nguyen: Obligation Authority (OA) updates

a. Current OA balance as of June 30, 2025, was about $615M out of
$1.5B, which is about 59% delivered for current year performance.
Compared to the average, delivery percentage should be about
70% to 75%.

b. To highlight the top regions, SCAG is at 51% and is doing decent
with about a third of the states OA to deliver and MTC is doing well
and may be coming in with more projects.

c. Projections show over delivery of $3M, with $35 million of high-risk
projects and $55M in projects not included in obligation plans.

d. DLA unlikely to ask FHWA for August redistribution this year due to
low demand.

e. FTA transfer deadline for the regions is July 20, 2025 and the
deadline for Caltrans HQ is July 25, 2025.
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f. E-76 submission deadline for the Caltrans’ districts is by August 15,
2025, and the deadline for Caltrans HQ submissions to FHWA is
September 5, 2025.

2) Bob Baca: Highway Bridge Program (HBP) updates:

a. Obligate FY22 projects as soon as possible; Expedited Project
Selection Procedures (EPSP) or post programming is available for
projects that want to deliver early.

b. HBP annual reports will be sent out in July and August 2025.

c. $90M received in Emergency Relief (ER) funds and DLA is looking to
obligate 138 local Advance Construction (AC) projects to federally
funded projects.

d. Damage Assessment Forms (DAFs) submittal deadlines for
December 2024 storms mostly impacting Trinity County, and the
Malibu fire are due by September 12, 2025.

e. There are 12 competitive Grant pass-through projects for $519M
that need to be obligated by September 30, 2025.

f. There are 9 paused projects awaiting FHWA templates to align with
the administration.

g. There are 17 fully obligated Community Project Funding/
Congressionally Directed Spending (CPF/CDS) projects for the 2022
FFY awards. 11 projects are partially obligated ($18M), 19 projects
are not obligated ($34M), and the funds are rescinded if the
deadline is missed.

h. The 2022 Carbon Reduction Program (CRP) funds were fully
obligated.

i. DLA s planning to provide guidance on loans/exchanges by
January 2026.

j. Rick Carter (PCTPA) requested FY22 earmark list; to be posted on
DLA webpage.
https://dot.ca.gov/programs/local-assistance/fed-and-state-
programs/earmark-repurposing/earmark-repurposing-2022

ltem #9 Wrap Up (Vaik Renga, Caltrans)

1) Action items:

a. BCAG's request to improve CMAQ reporting efficiency.

2) CFPG meeting materials and FTIP/FSTIP Coordinators list are available on
OFPDM’s external website: https://dot.ca.gov/programs/financial-
programming/office-of-federal-programming-data-management-ofpdm

3) Next CFPG virtual meeting will be September 4, 2025, from 10:00 am to
12:00 pm; please attend or send a representative; MPO roll call will be
taken to ensure participation.
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4) Jennifer Ashby-Camp will send an email for the 2025 FPF September MPO
Roundtable topic.



