
Discretionary Grant Programs Training
Please standby, the meeting will begin shortly.  



Carbon Reduction Program

Federal Infrastructure Programs Branch
Bob Baca, P.E.
Branch Chief Feb. 2025

Caltrans Local Assistance
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Agenda

Overview: Carbon Reduction Program

Process and Procedures

Deadlines and “At-Risk” Apportionments
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Resources and Contacts



C
A

LT
RA

N
S 

  |
   

D
IV

IS
IO

N
 O

F 
LO

C
A

L 
A

SS
IS

TA
N

C
E 

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
 .

4

Overview: Carbon Reduction Program
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Carbon Relief Program
OVERVIEW

Purpose
• Reduce transportation-related 

carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions 
from on-road highway sources

Funding 
• Established by the Infrastructure 

Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA)
• $6.4 billion over five years (2022-

2026) 
Allocation
• 65% of State apportionment must 

be obligated in areas 
proportional to the population

• MPOs and Rural RTPAs 
apportioned funds based on 
population
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Carbon Relief Program
OVERVIEW CONTINUED

Carbon Reduction Strategy 
• State required to:

• Develop carbon reduction 
strategies

• In consultation with MPOs

• Identifies projects and policies 
tailored to reduce CO2 emissions

Flexibility
• Allows States and LPAs flexibility in 

use of CRP funds on projects to:
• Reduce emissions

• Build a more sustainable 
transportation network
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Carbon Relief Program
OVERVIEW CONTINUED

Eligible Projects
Eligible projects include:

• Bus Rapid Transit corridors

• Micro-mobility 

• Biking facilities

• On- and off-road trail facilities for 
pedestrians and bicyclists

• EV Infrastructure support for 
freight & cars

• Alt. fuel vehicle deployment
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Example:
FFY 2022 Apportionment for Distribution
ESTIMATED CARBON REDUCTION PROGRAM APPORTIONMENT

Carbon Reduction 
for Distribution

$106,704,653MPOs & 
Rural RTPAs

Sub-Allocated 
by Population

$69,358,024

Over 200K

$55,973,200

Over 5K to 
200K
$9,647,395

5K & Under

$3,737,429

Any Area of 
the State

$37,346,629

Caltrans
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FHWA Allocation
ANNUAL FFY APPORTIONMENTS (FFY 2022)
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FHWA Allocation
ANNUAL FFY APPORTIONMENTS (FFY 2022)

C
A

LT
RA

N
S 

  |
   

D
IV

IS
IO

N
 O

F 
LO

C
A

L 
A

SS
IS

TA
N

C
E 

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
 .

10



C
A

LT
RA

N
S 

  |
   

D
IV

IS
IO

N
 O

F 
LO

C
A

L 
A

SS
IS

TA
N

C
E 

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
 .

11

Process and Procedures



Delivering a CRP Project
GUIDANCE / STEPS

• General Step-by-Step Guidance
• “Steps To Delivering…” Posted to 

web site
• Includes process for Local Agency 

Program Compliance Confirmation 
form

• Very General Outline of the regular 
Federal-aid process

• Federal Aid process may vary 
depending on project specifics

• Process outlined in the LAPM
• Contact DLAE is you have questions
• DLAEs with questions may contact 

OPMO Area Engineer 
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STEPS TO DELIVERING A Local Carbon 
Reduction Program (CRP) PROJECT



Post Award Procedures

Project 
Awarded to LPA

LPA completes 
CRP-CRS Project 
Alignment Form

LPA signs and 
sends form to 
MPO or Rural 

RTPA

MPO or Rural 
RTPA completes 
and signs form 

MPO or Rural 
RTPA sends form 

to CRP PM e-
mail* 

Sustainability 
Reviews & 

Approves Form

Sustainability 
sends signed 

form to MPO or 
Rural RTPA

MPO or Rural 
RTPA sends 

signed copy to 
LPA

Obligation & 
Invoicing follow 
regular Fed-Aid 

process

*carbon.reduction@dot.ca.gov

LEGEND

FHWA

LPA

MPO/Rural RTPA

CT Sustainability

CT Local 
Assistance

Denotes action by:
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What Next?
POST PROJECT ALIGNMENT CONFIRMATION

Once project Alignment Confirmation 
form approved by Sustainability Office…

 Project follows regular fed-aid process, 
found in the:

• Local Assistance Procedures 
Manual (LAPM)

• Division of Local Assistance Office 
Bulletins (DLA-OBs)

• Local Programs Procedures (LPPs)
• Caltrans Oversight Information 

Notice (COIN)
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Regular Fed-Aid Process
OVERVIEW

Fed-Aid Process includes, but is not 
limited to, the following:

• Program project in the FSTIP
• Receive FHWA authorization (E76) 

before beginning work PE, RW, and 
CON

• Invoice min. once every 6 months
• Complete NEPA before RW and CON 

obligation (E76)
• Certify RW before CON obligation 

(E76)
• Complete project
• Final Report of Expenditures (FROE) 

and Final Invoice
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Project Alignment and Scope of Work 



Program Alignment Confirmation (PAC) Form
LOCATION OF CARBON REDUCTION PROGRAM
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Link to Local 
Agency CRP Web 
Page

https://dot.ca.gov/programs/esta/carbon-reduction



Link to Program 
Alignment 
Confirmation Form

Program Alignment Confirmation (PAC) Form
LOCATION OF CARBON REDUCTION PROGRAM
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E-mail where MPO 
or Rural RTPA 
forwards the 

completed and 
signed Program 

Alignment 
Confirmation Form

https://dot.ca.gov/programs/esta/carbon-reduction/local-crp



Program Alignment Confirmation (PAC) Form
THE PAC FORM (ALL  THREE PAGES)

PAGE 1 PAGE 2 PAGE 3
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PAC Form
PAGE 1 OF 3

If box checked 
then project will be 

FTA transferred to 
FTA to administer 

to the local 
agency

Project Awardee 
Completes
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PAC Form
PAGE 2 OF 3

carbon.reduction@dot.ca.gov

Project Awardee 
Completes

MPO or Rural RTPA 
Completes

MPO or Rural RTPA 
should send the 
completed and 

signed form to the 
e-mail address 

(form correction)
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PAC Form
PAGE 3 OF 3 Sustainability 

Office Completes
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“Flex” FTA Funding Transfer

• Local Agency has option to check box
• Request to transfer funds to Federal 

Transit Authority (FTA)

If box checked 
then project will be 

FTA transferred to 
FTA to administer 

to the local 
agency



Post Award Procedures
FTA TRANSFER OF CRP PROJECTS
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THE TEXT FROM THE REFERENCED FOOTNOTE

FHWA CRP Implementation Guidance, Sec. 3, No. 3

SOURCE:  FHWA Memorandum Carbon Reduction Program (CRP) 
Implementation Guidance, Section C, No. 3, dated April 21, 2022.

SUMMARY OF TEXT
• FHWA and FTA will work 

together to deliver these 
projects.  

• Allows FTA fund transfer for:
• use on transit projects
• transportation planning 

projects 
• Local match requirements still 

apply
• FHWA encourages funds be 

used for transit or multimodal-
related projects. 

• FHWA shares suggested 
project strategies 
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FHWA CRP Implementation Guidance, Sec. 3, No. 3
FHWA SUGGESTED PROJECT STRATEGIES

Suggested strategies include:
1. Improve infrastructure for:

i. nonmotorized travel 
ii. public transportation access
iii. increased public transportation service in underserved communities 

2. Plan for road user safety through:
i. infrastructure improvements 
ii. advanced speed management (esp. on arterials) 

3. In communities near high-volume corridors: 
i. reduce single-occupancy vehicle travel & associated air pollution

4. Offer reduced public transportation fares (as appropriate) 
5. Target demand-response service for communities with:

i. higher concentrations of older adults 
ii. poor access to essential services

6. Use equitable and sustainable practices while developing transit-oriented 
development.
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FTA Transfer

Follows Regular Fed-Aid Process 
& LAPM Procedures (i.e., OPMO)
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LEGEND
LPA

Shading denotes action by:

FTA

CT Local Assistance

CT Sustainability

Project 
Alignment 
Confirmed

LPA 
requests

FTA Transfer 

DLAE Sends 
OPMO the 
FTA Transfer 

Request

OPMO 
Processes 

FTA Transfer

FTA 
Receives 
Project 

Funds via 
FTA Transfer

Project 
Added to 
FTA FSTIP

LPA 
Obligates 

Project 
through FTA

Follows FTA Fed-Aid Process

LPA and FTA



FHWA Fed-Aid process (i.e., no FTA Transfer)

Follows Regular Fed-Aid Process 
& LAPM Procedures (i.e., OPMO)
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LEGEND

LPA

Shading denotes action by:

FHWA

CT Local AssistanceCT Sustainability

Project 
Alignment 
Confirmed

Project 
Added to 

FHWA FSTIP

LPA sends 
DLAE 

Request for  
Authorization 

(RFA)

DLAE & CT 
OPMO 

Process RFA

FHWA 
Approves 
RFA; Issues 

E76

LPA begins 
reimbursable 

work on 
authorized 

phase

LPA and MPO/RTPA



Project Eligibility

• Project needs to be on FHWA’s 
eligibility list AND aligned with the 
Carbon Reduction Strategy (CRS)

• CA CRS has 3 Pillars:
• Zero Emission Vehicles (ZEVs) and 

Related Infrastructure
• Active Transportation
• Rail and TransitC
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Tips When Submitting Project Alignment Forms

• Clearly articulate how the project
supports at least 1 of the 3 pillars

• Ensure requested dollar amount is
within apportionment allocation

• Include the Federal Aid Number
• Check FAQs on website for answers to

commonly asked questionsC
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https://dot.ca.gov/-/media/dot-media/programs/esta/documents/carbon-reduction/crp-alignment-confirmation-20250318-a11y.pdf
https://dot.ca.gov/programs/esta/carbon-reduction/local-crp/faq


Lower-Cost Project Examples (Estimated)

• Bus Shelter: ~$10k - $50k
• Electric Vehicle Charging Ports: ~$17k - 

$50k
• Purchasing Electric Vehicles or Vans: 

~$30k - $75k
• Bicycle or Pedestrian Signage: ~$35k
• Planning or Feasibility Study (supporting 

the 3 pillars): ~$100k
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Other Options to Use Funds

• Combine CRP funds with other federal 
funding sources, like CMAQ & STBGP, 
on a single project
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Deadlines and “At-Risk” Apportionments



Program Deadlines
CARBON REDUCTION PROGRAM
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Award Cycle Award Federal Fiscal Year (FFY) Obligation Deadline
1 FFY 2022 09/30/2025
2 FFY 2023 09/30/2026
3 FFY 2024 09/30/2027
4 FFY 2025 09/30/2028
5 FFY 2026 09/30/2029

34



“At-Risk” Apportionments
CARBON REDUCTION PROGRAM

MPO
Not Yet 

Obligated1
“At Risk” 

(lapsing in 9/30/25)

AMBAG $            4,103,586 $          1,344,707 

BCAG $             (856,145) $                     -   

FCOG $            5,085,752 $          1,493,298 

KCAG $                840,408 $             280,761 

KCOG $            2,802,278 $                     -   

MCAG $                147,797 $                     -   

MCTC $                839,316 $             276,876 

MTC $          17,340,739 $                     -   

SACOG $            8,073,934 $                     -   

MPO
Not Yet 

Obligated1
“At Risk” 

(lapsing in 9/30/25)

SANDAG $          1,159,157 $                     -   

SJCOG $          3,542,558 $             838,535 

SLOCOG $                15,737 $                     -   

SBCAG $                  9,759 $                     -   

SRTA $              826,441 $             168,245 

SCAG $        41,732,623 $                     -   

StanCOG $          2,929,817 $             953,647 

TCAG $          2,504,559 $             817,329 

TRPA2 $              265,293 $                     -   
1Total CRP Apportionment left to obligate from FFYs 2022, 2023, and 2024.
2South Lake Tahoe, CA-NV.
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Available Apportionments (1 of 3)
CARBON REDUCTION PROGRAM

Rural RTPA Not Yet Obligated1
“At Risk” 

(lapsing in 9/30/25)

Alpine County Local Transportation Commission (LTC) $                      6,514 $                 2,156 
Amador County Transportation Commission (CTC) $                   213,746 $               69,907 
Calaveras Council of Governments (COG) $                   250,135 $               83,647 
Colusa County Transportation Commission (CTC) $                   118,543 $               39,309 
Del Norte Local Transportation Commission (LTC) $                   155,782 $               52,507 
Glenn County Transportation Commission (CTC) $                   156,076 $               51,611 
Humboldt County Association of Governments (CAG) $                   743,633 $             247,068 
Inyo County Local Transportation Commission (LTC) $                   102,833 $               34,037 
Lake County/City Area Planning Council (LCCAPC) $                   361,882 $             118,677 

1Total CRP Apportionment left to obligate from FFYs 2022, 2023, and 2024
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Available Apportionments (2 of 3)
CARBON REDUCTION PROGRAM

Rural RTPA Not Yet Obligated1
“At Risk” 

(lapsing in 9/30/25)

Lassen County Transportation Commission (LCTC) $                   188,019 $               64,041 
Mariposa County Local Transportation Commission (LTC) $                    98,361 $               33,495 
Mendocino Council of Governments (COG) $                   489,805 $             161,211 
Modoc Local Transportation Commission (LTC) $                    51,499 $               17,776 
Mono County Local Transportation Commission (LTC) $                    76,297 $               26,064 
Nevada County Transportation Commission (CTC) $                   482,366 $             114,257 
Plumas County Transportation Commission (CTC) $                   109,636 $               36,718 
Sierra County Transportation Commission (LTC) $                    17,810 $                 5,946 
Siskiyou County Transportation Commission (CTC) $                   245,443 $               82,403 

1Total CRP Apportionment left to obligate from FFYs 2022, 2023, and 2024
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Available Apportionments (3 of 3)
CARBON REDUCTION PROGRAM

Rural RTPA Not Yet Obligated1
“At Risk” 

(lapsing in 9/30/25)

Tehama County Transportation Commission (CTC) $                   295,244 $              58,471 
Trinity County Transportation Commission (CTC) $                    79,982 $              25,301 
Tuolumne County Transportation Council (TCTC) $                   304,927 $             101,609 

1Total CRP Apportionment left to obligate from FFYs 2022, 2023, and 2024
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Resources and Contacts



CRP Web Site

• Web site divided into two 
sections

1. Local CRP
2. State CRP

• Web site includes:
• Alignment Confirmation 

Information and Form
• CRP Apportionments
• Guidance
• Q&A
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https://dot.ca.gov/programs/esta/carbon-reduction



Program Contacts
CARBON REDUCTION PROGRAM
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Contacts
Barbara Marquez
Climate Action Prog. Manager
Office of Sustainability, Caltrans
Barbara.Marquez@dot.ca.gov
(916) 879-7521

Point Contact for:
CRP Q&As, Web Page, 
Program Alignment 
Confirmation form

Seng Lo
Discretionary Grant Coordinator
Office of Federal Programs, DLA
Seng.Lo@dot.ca.gov 
(916) 516-4589

Anmol Mishra
ER & Other Fed Progs Eng.
Office of Federal Programs, DLA
Anmol.Mishra@dot.ca.gov
(916) 599-4996

Point Contact for:
  CRP Apportionment

   Calculations

Carbon.Reduction@dot.ca.gov

41
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Program Contacts
CARBON REDUCTION PROGRAM

C
A

LT
RA

N
S 

  |
   

D
IV

IS
IO

N
 O

F 
LO

C
A

L 
A

SS
IS

TA
N

C
E 

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
 .

Contacts
District Local Assistance Engineers (DLAEs)

https://dot.ca.gov/programs/local-assistance/other-important-issues/local-assistance-contacts 

Local Agency Primary Contact for all things Local Assistance.
This includes, but is not limited to, funding obligation requests (i.e., RFAs), FTA transfers, fed-aid 

process, project invoicing, NEPA approval, RW Certification, project closeout process, and so 
much more!
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Questions?
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Thank you for your time.
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