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[Blue Text = Instructions to be deleted]

[Red Text = Instructions to be replaced with text

Inferred Presence Determination
for
Common Name (Genus species).
[General location information]
[District]-[county code]-[route]-[KP] ([PM])
[EA number]
[Month YEAR]
What kind of project?
· Briefly describe the project (curve correction, bridge replacement, etc.)  This description will normally take about a page and only includes information necessary to understand the proposed inferred presence determination.
· Briefly summarize the effects of the project to the habitat related to the species for which you want to infer presence.  Examples include: Noise, vibration, clearing, grubbing, water quality, habitat loss, light, construction duration, etc.
[Begin typing here.]
What does this species require?
· Concisely describe the vital species habitat and life history requirements necessary to support your inferred presence determination for this project. 
· Vital requirements identified here must be addressed in the next section.
[Begin typing here.]
Can surveys be used to determine presence?
· Describe potential survey method(s) and whether the method is accepted as "protocol" by the resource agencies.
· Discuss relevant literature or expert opinion that may provide insight into the use of survey methods to determine the presence of the subject species.
· Describe previous use and acceptance of the method(s) being considered.
What do we know?
Include only information necessary to support an inferred presence determination. List all cited records in the reference section. Information sources may include, but is not limited to CNDDB, identified species lists, previous survey data, agency data, expert data, previous BOs, other observations, etc.
The preponderance of available evidence to support a determination of inferred presence must consider the following, as appropriate, for the given species: 
· Suitable habitat is present,
· Describe existing habitats and suitability with respect to the above identified species requirements
· Within historic or current range of the species,
· Discuss historic records of presence including local population trends, current and historical distribution, and presence and absence in or near the biological study area.
· Historic records of presence,
· Historic records of presence: Include records of population trends, current and historical range and presence and absence in or near the biological study area. 
· Contiguous to known occupied habitat,
· Is the biological study area or the project study area contiguous with, or adjacent to, known occupied habitat?
· Distance and direction to known occupied habitat(s).
· Site is accessible to subject species, and
· Is the biological study area connected by, or within, a movement corridor?
· Are there any barriers to species movement to the biological study area or the project study area (i.e., is the project area physically accessible to the species from known occupied habitat)?
· Recognized experts agree the species is likely to be present.
· Identify source(s) and credentials.
Secondary information that may be presented to the Transportation Engineer may include:
· Whether agencies accept protocol surveys as evidence of absence, including consideration of drought, flooding, fires, or other unusual environmental conditions,
· Whether there are access constraints such as extreme topography, necessary permits to enter and sample, landowner objections, etc.
· Cost of surveys exceed cost of potential mitigation, and would not be a prudent use of public funds, 
· Discuss the extent to which survey’s will or will not contribute to the presence or absence determination
· Compare estimated costs associated with surveys and mitigation and provide a “magnitude of order” figure, or other factor, that is supported
· Describe why this is a reasonable and prudent use of public funds
· Availability of qualified (e.g., permitted) surveyors, or
· Need for immediate response to public need such as a safety issue.
 [Begin typing here.]
Why should we infer presence?
· Provide a well-supported rationale for a determination of inferred presence.
· Must be supported by the information provided above.
· Should be clearly presented in a logical progression.
[Begin typing here.]
References
· Cite references presented in the text.  Do not add references not presented above.  References must be available for review at your office. 
· References should include telephone conversations, e-mail, personal contacts, etc. All references must be included in the administrative record and include relevant information such as source, dates, circumstances (e.g., site visit, meeting, etc.), recorder, etc.
[Begin typing here.]
Attachments
· Include necessary attachments such as maps or critical memos.
[Begin typing here.]
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