
Will the project convert farmlands to 
another use or otherwise affect farmlands AND/
OR are lands under Williamson Act Contract or 

located in an agricultural preserve 
being considered for acquisition?

Caltrans sends completed form to NRCS 
field office together with maps indicating 
location alternatives. NRCS completes 

Parts II, IV, and V. NRCS responds 
within10-30 days (7 CFR 658.4). Project 
may proceed if there is no response and 

further delay would interfere                   
with construction activities.

For farmlands and other agricultural lands 
protected or potentially protected under 
the FPPA, the Lead Agency completes 

Parts I, Ill, & VI of Form CPA-106 
(corridor-type projects) or Form AD-1006 

(non-corridor type projects). 

Are the Total Site 
Assessment points in 

Part VI 60 points
or greater?

The final CEQA document or 
determination must include evidence 
of coordination with the Department 

of Conservation.  

FARMLANDS DECISION TREE

Neither the Farmland Protection Policy 
Act (FPPA) nor the requirements of the 
Williamson Act apply and interagency 

coordination is not required.  

If lands under Williamson Act Contract or 
location in an agricultural preserve are 
being considered for acquisition, the 

Director of the Department of Conservation 
and/or the city or county responsible for 

administering the preserve must be notified.  
For additional requirements, please see the 

Department of Conservation’s Public 
Acquisitions web page.

Caltrans, after receiving response from 
NRCS (or after 30 days with no response) 

determines avoidance, minimization, and/or 
mitigation measures if there are adverse 

effects to farmlands.  If the total points from 
the Form CPA-106 or FORM AD-1006 is 
less than 160, no other alternatives need 
be considered.  If the score is over 160, 

additional alternatives must be considered 
that would lessen the adverse effects to 

farmlands. 

Does the action 
require federal funding,
approval, or permit, or 

encroach upon
federal lands?

Is Caltrans the CEQA lead 
agency?

The final NEPA document or 
determination must include evidence of 

coordination with the NRCS and a copy of the 
completed Form CPA-106 or Form AD-1006.  

A copy of the completed form indicating
the selected alignment should also be 

sent to the NRCS.

The CEQA lead agency is 
responsible for compliance with the 

Williamson Act.

The requirements of the Farmland 
Protection Policy Act apply to the project.

No

Yes

Yes

AND No

Yes

No

Yes

Form CPA-106 or AD-1006 
need not be submitted to NRCS field offices. 

The completed form should be retained in project 
files as supporting documentation for the NEPA 

document or determination (Categorical Exclusion) 
and summarized in the NEPA document, as 

appropriate.

The requirements of the Farmland 
Protection Policy Act do NOT apply to the 

project.
No

Available at:  http://www.dot.ca.gov/ser/vol1/sec3/community/ch23farm/chap23farm.htm

http://www.dot.ca.gov/ser/vol1/sec3/community/ch23farm/chap23farm.htm
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