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SC  –  BRIDGE  CONSTRUCTION MEMO C-2.08  
VOLUME  I,  SECTION C-2,  SC  PROJECT-DIRECT  
PROCESSES –  PROJECT  SAFETY  

Animal Habitat 

Revision and Approval 

Revision Date Nature of Changes Approved By 
0 05-30-2018 Original issue. Steve Altman 

Click here for previous versions 

Background 

This process establishes roles, responsibilities, and procedures for Structure Construction (SC) 
employees exposed to an animal habitat in the course of their duties from an employee safety 
perspective. 

Animal habitat is usually addressed during project development, with mitigation plans included 
in the contract documents. However, there may be circumstances where animal habitat is 
unanticipated and needs to be addressed during the construction contract. 

Process Inputs 

1. Job site conditions. 

2. Presence of an animal. 

3. Presence of animal waste. 

4. Presence of an animal dwelling. 

Procedure 

1. Procedure for dealing with an animal within the job site: 

a. Stay out of the animal’s way to not be harmed by it, or to harm the animal. 

b. Allow for the animal to leave on its own. 

c. Inform the Structure Representative (SR) or Resident Engineer (RE) of the 
occurrence; it may be possible the animal is protected as a threatened or endangered 
species. Refer to BCM 14, Environment Stewardship. 

https://dschq.dot.ca.gov/sc_manuals/construction_records_and_procedures_vol_I/BCM-C-2.02-v0.pdf
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d. If the animal does not leave, notify the SR who will inform the RE. 

e. The RE will contact the local animal control agency to relocate the animal. If the 
animal is on a threatened or endangered list, the project’s biological monitor may be 
notified by the RE. 

f. Monitor the area to confirm the animal does not return to the job site. If it does, the 
local animal control agency and/or biological monitor may need to be contacted 
again, and a different approach may be required. 

2. Procedure for dealing with an animal dwelling: 

a. Notify the RE to verify the dwelling or the animal is not protected by a state/federal 
threatened or endangered list. Refer to BCM 14, Environment Stewardship. 

b. If the animal and its habitat are not protected by state or local authorities, the RE will 
coordinate with the Contractor to remove the habitat in a manner that is safe to the 
workers. If the animal is protected, the RE will contact the biological monitor 
assigned to the project. Further actions will be per the RE’s instructions with the help 
of the biological monitor. 

c. Monitor the area to confirm the animal does not return to re-establish the dwelling. If 
the dwelling is being re-established, notify the SR who will inform the RE again. 

3. Procedure for dealing with animal waste: Refer to Safety Manual, Chapter 22, Disease 
Protection, and Attachment 1, Animal Habitat. 

a. Stay clear of the area until it is cleaned. 

b. Contact the SR who will inform the RE. The Contractor will be notified to clean the 
animal waste prior to accessing the area. 

Process Outputs 

1. No incidents with animals. 

a. Customers: District, Contractor, SC Employees, Wildlife Protection Agencies (State 
and Federal). 

b. Customer Expectations: Maintain a job site free of dangerous encounters with 
animals. 

2. Project area clear of animal habitat, or animal habitat is protected (depending on  
endangered status).  

a. Customers: District, Contractor, SC employees, Wildlife Protection Agencies (State 
and Federal). 

b. Customer Expectations: Maintain a job site free of animal habitats to prevent the 
spread of infectious diseases. 

3. Project area clear of animal waste. 

https://hs.onramp.dot.ca.gov/downloads/hs/files/SM-Chapter-22.pdf
https://dschq.dot.ca.gov/sc_manuals/construction_records_and_procedures_vol_I/BCM_C-2.08-Att1.pdf
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a. Customers: District, Contractor, SC employees. 

b. Customer Expectations: Maintain a job site free of animal waste to prevent the spread 
of infectious diseases. 

Attachments 

Attachment No. 1, Animal Habitat. 




