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Inspection and Release of Materials 

Inspection by Transportation Laboratory 

In general, the Transportation Laboratory will perform the necessary inspection, testing, and 
release of materials. The Transportation Laboratory headquarters office and testing lab is located 
in Sacramento. However, actual inspection may be delegated to one of the branch offices (either 
Los Angles or Berkeley) or District Laboratories, depending on the location of the material 
source, or in the case of manufactured items, the location of the manufacturing plans. 

The Transportation Laboratory normally makes its assignment of inspection in California by 
forwarding copies of the Notice of Materials to be Used, Form HC-30, to the affected inspection 
offices with the inspection assignments for the various products noted in the margin. Inspection 
assignments based on information other than Form HC-30, or assignments to Resident Engineers 
(jobsite inspection), are made on Form TL-28, Notice of Materials to be Sampled. Assignments 
to commercial agencies or other State highway departments are normally made by a letter from 
the Transportation Laboratory to the other agency. Copies of the above noted notifications of 
assignment of inspection are forwarded to the Resident Engineer and are filed in Category 32. 

Following an assignment to a branch office or district lab, the assigned office will inform the 
manufacturer or supplier that the material is subject to inspection before use, and that inspection 
should be requested as soon as production is contemplated. The Transportation Laboratory sends 
Form TL-608, Notice of Materials to be Furnished, to the supplier or manufacturer to notify him 
that the material is subject to prior inspection. A copy of this form is sent to the Resident 
Engineer to document the notification of the vendor, and to inform the Resident Engineer of the 
location of the office that should be contacted if problems or questions arise concerning the 
material. Copies of this form are filed in Category 33. Out-of-state agencies notify the vendor by 
telephone or letter. Documentation of such contracts is normally available if needed. 

Release of Materials by Transportation Laboratory 

On completion of the inspection process, the materials are released for shipment to the job. 
Materials so released are identified by an "inspection release tag" on which the inspector has 
written the identifying lot number, his initials and the date of release. This information may be 
stenciled on some products. On timber products the inspector will stamp a brand on each piece, 
usually on the end where it can be seen easily. State inspectors will use a stamp with the letters 
"CHP", whereas inspectors employed by private labs will use their own identifying initials or 
symbol. 
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Formal notice of inspection and shipment is made on Form TL-29, Report of Inspection, 
commonly known as the “lab release”. Copies of the Form TL-29 are forwarded to the Resident 
Engineer and are filed in Category 41. 

Use of the material need not await arrival of Form TL-29, because, depending on work load and 
the efficiency of the mails, it may take several days for the reports to reach the Resident 
Engineer's office. Properly identified materials which arrive on the job in an undamaged 
condition, and appear otherwise acceptable to the Resident Engineer, may be incorporated into 
the work immediately. 

If a copy of Form TL-29 is not received within ten days following receipt of the material, the 
assigned inspection office should be requested to furnish additional copies. 

For each identification, each lot number is prefixed by a letter which indicates the inspecting 
office i.e.: B810. 

Listed below are the inspecting offices and their identifying letters: 

H  Headquarters, Sacramento      M  Dist. 03, Marysville  
B  Branch Lab, Berkeley        F  Dist. 06, Fresno  
L  Branch Lab, Los Angeles        S  Dist. 10, Stockton  
E  Dist. 01, Eureka         D  Dist. 11, San Diego  
R  Dist. 02, Redding  

If problems arise concerning the use of acceptability of any material furnished by the contractor, 
the assigned inspection office should be contacted immediately by telephone for clarification. 

If for any reason the assigned inspection office is not known, or the problem is one that cannot 
be resolved by the branch office, call the Inspection Coordinator at Headquarters Transportation 
Laboratory. Such contacts should be confirmed by letter. If letters are written to a branch or 
District lab, a copy of the letter should be sent to the Transportation Laboratory, 5900 Folsom 
Boulevard, Sacramento. 

Despite all precautions, material which is subject to source inspection is occasionally delivered 
to the job without any indication (such as inspection tags attached to the material) that it was 
inspected and released by the lab before shipment. In such cases, a release cannot be secured by 
telephoning or writing the lab, since without identification tags there is no way of knowing 
whether the material inspected at the source is the same as the material delivered to the job. 
Before any such material may be used in the work, a Transportation Laboratory inspector must 
come to the job and personally inspect and release the material, or representative samples must 
be submitted to Transportation Laboratory for testing. Samples submitted to the Transportation 
Laboratory should be submitted as soon as possible to prevent unnecessary delay to the work. 
Note, however, that the materials may not be used until the Transportation Laboratory release or 
test report is received. 

Exceptions to the above noted procedures are as noted below: 
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Bar Reinforcing Steel may be covered by Certificates of Compliance as discussed elsewhere in 
this section. 

Chlorinated Rubber Curing Compound is normally sampled by the Transportation Laboratory at 
the point of manufacture. The sample represents one “batch” of material produced by the 
manufacturer. If the sample is found to be satisfactory, then the manufacturer's entire “batch” is 
considered to be satisfactory, and the Transportation Laboratory accepts (green tags) the entire 
“batch”. As the material is released to the jobsite, white inspection release tags are attached. The 
Transportation Laboratory will then follow up with a formal notice of inspection and shipment 
on Form TL-29. Each lot shipped will be identified with an inspection lot number. 

Chlorinated Rubber Curing Compound should not be used on the Contract work until the 
Structure Representative has received the “Lab Release” (Form TL-29) and verified that the 
material is from the Lot as shown on the “Lab Release”, and has also confirmed that the 
containers meet the Specification requirements and are properly labeled. 

In addition to the above noted requirements, the Structure Representative should obtain a sample 
of each new Lot of chlorinated rubber curing compound delivered to the job site and submit it to 
the “Lab” for testing. The material so sampled should not be used on the contract work until after 
testing and release by the “Lab”. 

The Structure Representative may also sample the chlorinated rubber curing compound at any 
time he has reason to believe that it is unsatisfactory. Any time the material is sampled at the job 
site, the contractor should not be permitted to use it until after it has been tested and released by 
the “Lab”. 

For curing compounds other than chlorinated rubber the Transportation Laboratory does not 
sample and release the material at the source. It will not be tagged when it comes onto the job. 
However, it will be necessary to sample the material, get it tested, and obtain a release from the 
lab before using it on the job. 

Paint is normally released at the point-of manufacture. In addition, paint must be sampled at the 
job site and an additional release obtained, based on this sample. Additional instructions for 
paints are to be found in Section 155 of the Bridge Construction Records and Procedures. 

Rapid Set Concrete. Samples of rapid set concrete materials (magnesium Phosphate or modified 
high alumina) must be submitted to the Transportation Laboratory for testing prior to proposed 
use. If the rapid set concrete material has not been previously tested by the Transportation 
Laboratory, a 50 plus or minus pound sample must be submitted to the Laboratory at least 45 
days prior to proposed use. For rapid set concrete material which has been previously tested and 
approved by the Transportation Laboratory, the Structure Representative is required to submit a 
10 plus or minus pound job sample of the material to the Laboratory for quality control testing. 
This sample is to be submitted at least 3 days prior to use. 

In order to determine if it is necessary to submit a 50 pound sample, the Structure Representative 
should contact the Transportation Laboratory to find out whether or not the rapid set concrete 
material proposed for use has been previously tested and approved. 
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Steel H-Piles which have been obtained from eastern mills, or from brokers, may have been 
shipped without identifying release tags or markings. In such cases, the piles may be used 
provided that copies of Mill Test Reports for those heat numbers have been furnished to the 
Resident Engineer. These reports must show that the piles conform to the specifications of 
ASTM Designation: A36. 

Occasionally, materials are delivered to the job site with no “Release Tag” attached, and the 
truck driver attempts to hand tags to the State's inspector. When this occurs, the inspector should 
refuse to accept the tags, and he should notify the Transportation Laboratory so that they might 
take steps to prevent recurrence of this practice. 

Occasionally a Contractor may elect to rep1ace improperly identified material with other 
material which has been properly inspected and released. In such instances, the unacceptable 
material should be removed from the job or marked for identification to prevent the possibility of 
a mix-up and subsequent use in the work. 

Field Inspection and Release 

Occasionally, the quantity of a particular material is so small, or the point of manufacture of a 
particular item so remote that source inspection and release prior to shipment is not feasible from 
the "Lab's" viewpoint. In this case, initial sampling may be assigned to the Resident Engineer. 
Since these materials may not be used until released by the “Lab”, samples must be taken and 
submitted for testing immediately upon delivery of the material to the job site. 

Some materials may be of such nature or the quantity so small that it is not practical or necessary 
to actually sample and test them to determine their suitability for use. Such material may be 
accepted for use on the basis of a job site inspection by the Resident Engineer or the Structure 
Representative. The degree of inspection will depend on the material being inspected, but should 
be sufficient to assure that the material substantially meets the contract requirements. 

Job site inspection and release is recorded on Form DH-OS-C53 Material Inspected and 
Released on Job. Enter the quantity represented by the inspection in the space provided on the 
form. 

The electrical, Mechanical and Sanitary Engineering (EMS) staff will furnish the Resident 
Engineer with a Form DH-OS C53, “Materials Inspected and Released on Job,” after the final 
inspection of the project by the EMS Representative. On this form, the EMS Representative will 
indicate those materials which the EMS Representative has inspected and found to have been 
furnished and installed in accordance with the plans and specifications. 

Form DH-OS-C53 should be filed in Category 41 book directly behind the appropriate materials 
release summary sheet in the same manner as the lab releases. 
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Out-of-State-Inspection 

When materials are obtained from an out-of-state vendor, source inspection is usually handled by 
a private testing lab under contract with the Transportation Laboratory. Materials which are 
inspected by an out-of-state agency will be tagged or marked by that agency in a manner that 
will indicate that the material was inspected and released. Inspection Test Reports will be sent to 
the Sacramento Transportation Laboratory by the testing agency. 

The Transportation Laboratory will forward copies of these reports to the Resident Engineer. 
These reports will be filed in Category 41 following the appropriate Materials Release Summary 
Sheet. 

Use of Commercial Products 

The Special Provisions occasionally specify the use of an “approved” or a “Commercial Quality” 
material or product for which no specification requirements are given. The intent of this 
procedure is to permit the use of any standard commercial product which the Structure 
Representative considers suitable for the purpose intended. No samples or tests are required for 
these materials. 
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