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Footing and Seal Course Revisions 

To eliminate any misunderstanding about field revision of the elevation of spread footings, the 
elevation of pile footings where a seal course is involved, and the revision or elimination of the 
seal course, a letter regarding these subjects must be written to the Contractor before foundation 
excavation is started. The letter will include the following: 

1. A reminder that the Standard Specifications (SS)1 provides that the “Bottom of footing 
elevations shown are approximate” and “The Engineer may order changes in footing 
dimensions or elevations.” 

2. On projects involving seal courses, a reminder that under the contract the Engineer 
determines whether seal courses shown on the plans must be used as shown, changed in 
thickness, or entirely eliminated, depending upon the water conditions existing at the 
time. Refer to the Standard Specifications2. 

3. A statement that the Engineer will establish final footing elevations, and/or determine the 
need for seal courses at the earliest time possible consistent with progress of the work, 
and that the Contractor will be informed in writing of the Engineer’s decision. 

4. A closing statement to caution the Contractor that should they elect to do any work or 
order any materials before receiving the Engineer's decision regarding spread footing 
elevations, pile footing elevations where seal courses are involved, and revision or 
elimination of the seal course, they do so at their own risk and assume the responsibility 
for the cost of alterations to such work or materials in the event that revisions are 
required. 

Note that the elevation of pile footings where no seal course was planned would normally not be 
raised or lowered to secure a satisfactory foundation. Therefore, the Contractor may logically 
assume that the footing will be constructed at the planned elevation. In the event that the 
Engineer changes the elevation of a pile footing (where no seal course is involved) after the 
Contractor has done work or ordered materials, then the State must assume the responsibility for 
the cost of the alterations. 

1 2015 SS, Section 51-1.03C(1), General.  
2 2015 SS, Section 51-1.03D(3), Concrete Placed Under Water, and Section 19-3.04, Payment.  
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Since the plans and Standard Specifications are worded to give bidders only the estimated depth 
of footings and the estimated thickness of seal courses, the following revisions do not constitute 
a change in the plans or specifications: 

1. Raising the bottom of a spread footing above the elevations shown on the plans. 
2. Lowering the bottom of a spread footing two feet or less below the elevation shown on 

the plans. 
3. Increasing or decreasing the thickness, or the entire elimination of a seal course to suit 

water conditions actually encountered, as determined by the Engineer. 

Increases and decreases in the quantity of any contract item (except seal course concrete) caused 
by these footing revisions must be accepted by the Contractor at contract prices, unless the 25-
percent limitation is exceeded. In the case of seal course concrete, no price adjustment will be 
made when seal courses are omitted, regardless of the percentage of decrease. Refer to the 
Standard Specifications3. 

Even though the changes listed above are contemplated by the contract, change orders will be 
required if any of the items involved have fixed final pay quantities. Note that change orders 
authorizing footing revisions must include all items affected by the change, not just those items 
having a fixed final pay quantity. 

3 2015 SS, Section 51-1.04, Payment. 




