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Carbon 
Steel Rebar

Mineral Wool 
Board Insulation

Phase Timeline (as of Bid Opening) Requirement

Phase I Prior to Dec 1, 2019 Request existing EPDs

Phase II Dec 1, 2019 – May 31, 2021 Require EPDs

BCCA Legislative 
Report Jan 1, 2022 DGS establishes GWP limits

Phase III Added to Standard Specifications 
2023 (Section 6-1.06) 

Require EPDs with materials within 
GWP limits prior to installation

AB 262 approved October 2017; Amended by AB 137 approved July 2021

Structural
Steel Flat Glass

Current 
Phase

Environmental Product 
Declarations

(Public Contract Code § 3500 et seq.) 
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Caltrans Specification 
Requirements

Item Implementation Threshold

Total bid Over $1 million

Original working days 175 or more

Carbon Steel Rebar 
(excludes epoxy coated and galvanized rebar) 20,000 lbs. or more

Structural steel 5,000 lbs. or more

Flat glass 2,000 ft2 or more

Mineral wool board insulation 4,000 ft2 or more

Implementation Thresholds are defined in
Standard Specifications 2023 Section 6-1.06 

5Link: https://dot.ca.gov/-/media/dot-media/programs/design/documents/2023_stdspecs-a11y.pdf
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Caltrans Specification 
Requirements

Implementation Thresholds are defined in

• EPD Requirements:
• Facility-specific
• Independently verified
• Product Category Rule (PCR)
• Meet GWP limits

• Rebar
• Authorized Materials List
• Verified when material arrives at job site

• Structural Steel
• Authorized Materials List
• Verified during orange tag/release

• Quantity Submittals: within 5 business days of material arrival
Link: https://dot.ca.gov/-/media/dot-media/programs/design/documents/2023_stdspecs-a11y.pdf

Standard Specifications 2023 Section 6-1.06 
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Roles and Responsibilities

• Submit accurate and complete CEM-3101 
• Ensure carbon steel rebar is on the Authorized Materials List
• For structural steel, flat glass, and mineral wool board insulation:

• Ensure EPD is product and mill specific
• Within maximum acceptable Global Warming Potential limits 
• Submit EPD at least 15 days prior to installation

• Submit quantity data on    DIME   within 5 business days of shipment 
receipt at the project site

(Contractor) 
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Roles and Responsibilities
(Resident Engineer/Structures Rep.) 

• Discussing BCCA requirements at the 
preconstruction meeting

• Verify the CEM-3101s provided are 
accurate and complete

• Confirm structural steel and rebar 
manufacturers are on the Caltrans 
Authorized Material List (AML)

• Verify the material quantity is submitted 
on DIME within five days of arrival at the 
jobsite
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Data Collection
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Data Collection

data
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• Database for Material Information and Test Data

• Submitting QC

(D I E )Mata nterchange for aterials ngineering



Data Collection

• Database for Material Information and Test Data

• Submitting QC data
• Stores approved EPDs
• Quantity of EPD material used on eligible projects

• Provides data for Department of General Services (DGS) 
legislative report

and EPD

9

(D I E )Mata nterchange for aterials ngineering



Data Collection
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Sustainable Project 
Delivery Goals

Mandated Materials (Buy Clean CA Act)
Structural Steel, Carbon Steel Rebar, Flat Glass & 
Mineral Wool Board Insulation
• Working to improve EPD collection process (API)

• Formalize structural steel AML in specifications
• Support DGS in legislative report

Non-Mandated Materials (Self-Piloted)
Concrete & Asphalt
• Develop draft specification language to incentivize GHG 

reduction

• Encourage use of facility-specific raw material data

• Support small businesses

• Incorporate concrete & asphalt EPD requirements in 
specifications by Winter 2024

• Participate in FHWA Climate Challenge 11



NOW FUTURE

FHWA Climate Challenge
• FHWA Goal: Quantify greenhouse gas emissions from materials and 

practices for the design, construction, and maintenance of pavements.

Project Scope:  Provide concrete and asphalt plants 
access to financial incentives for the preparation of EPDs. 

Funding: $312,000, Obligated
Inclusiveness: Outreach
Collaboration: CalAPA and CalCIMA

Requirements: Established
Status: Execution Phase
Launch: December 1, 2023

External Communication:
Letters to Vendors
Industry meetings/conferences
One-on-one meetings with fabricators

One-page flyer(s)
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FHWA Climate Challenge
(Current Status)

Concrete
No. of vendors signed up : 7
No. of plants : 19
No. of EPDs received : 3(1 vendor)
Payments awarded : 1 vendor 

Asphalt
No. of vendors signed up : 2
No. of plants : 6
No. of EPDs received : 3(1 vendor)
Payments awarded : 0 

 
Total payment awarded : $4,500
Program expires : January 2026                  
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Implementation 
Challenges & Next Steps 

• Time to develop EPDs especially when new PCRs are published

• Current EPD cost  $3,000-$6,000+. Our program offers partial 
reimbursements of $1,500/EPD

• Facilities are not willing to participate since its not a 
specification requirement 

• Delays in payment reimbursement

• Continue to receive EPDs and process payments

• Continue to outreach to industry partners

• Implementation of Asphalt & concrete EPD requirements

Challenges

What’s next?
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Draft Specification 
Language
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QUESTIONS?
Email:
EPD@dot.ca.gov  

Visit the Caltrans EPD website: 
https://dot.ca.gov/programs/engineering-services/environmental-product-declarations

mailto:Dominika.Ercolini@dot.ca.gov
https://dot.ca.gov/programs/engineering-services/environmental-product-declarations
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