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Agenda

• Build America, Buy America 
(BABA)

• Environmental Product 
Declarations (EPDs)
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Build America, Buy America - BABA 
(CPD 22-13)

Topic 1
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CPD 22-13 BABA History
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Jun 28th, 2021
Caltrans DD-119

NEPA projects subject 
to Buy America 

regardless of funding

Nov 15th, 2021
Infrastructure Investment 

and Jobs Act (IIJA)

Build America, Buy 
America Act (BABA)

Nov 10th, 2022
BABA Implementation Date

Std. Spec. Section 6-1.04 
“Buy America” revised to 

SSP Section 6-1.04 “Buy America”

Dec 13th, 2022
CPD 22-13 Buy America

Guidance on 
expanded Buy 

America requirements
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• Steel or Iron Materials

• Manufactured products containing steel or iron

• Additional Construction Materials
• Nonferrous metals
• Plastic/polymer-based

• Glass
• Lumber

• Drywall

Applicable Materials
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Manufactured Products 
Containing Steel or Iron

Additional Construction 
Materials

• Precast products – 100% subject 
to Buy America

• All other manufactured products 
– 90% subject to Buy America

• All materials – 100% subject to Buy 
America

• Must be melted/manufactured in 
the United States

• Must be manufactured in the 
United States

• Minimal use threshold – 0.1% of 
total bid or $2,500 (whichever is 
greater) unchanged

• No minimal use threshold

• COC from manufacturer or 
producer

• COC with attestation statement 
of manufacturing process

CPD 22-13
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Glass Pane

Subject to 
Buy America

Glass Pane within 
Aluminum Frame

Exempt from 
Buy America

Additional Construction 
Materials
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Solid Wood Board

Subject to 
Buy America

Engineered Wood 
Product - Plywood

Exempt from 
Buy America
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Buy America does not apply:
• Temporary work
• Tools or construction equipment
• Existing project materials or products 

that are modified or moved to another 
location on the same project

Special Considerations
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Authorized Material Lists (AMLs)

Challenges with domestic sources

Waiver Requests

In-Progress

What to do?

Strongly discouraged
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Ensuring Success
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• Discuss Buy America requirements 
at the Preconstruction Conference

• CEM-3101 “Notice of Materials to be Used”

• Reduce impact on project delivery

• Share information with subcontractors

• A minimum of one, more likely two, 
iterations of Buy America requirements 
over the next 2 to 18 months.
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Environmental Product 
Declarations (EPDs)

Topic 2
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• Buy Clean California Act (AB-262)
• Signed into law: October, 2017

• Took effect: July, 2019

• Establishes the maximum acceptable 
GWP based on industry average of 
facility-specific GWP emissions for a 
given material

• Requires EPD submittals for 
applicable materials

California Legislation
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2023-2024 Innovative Technologies:

“The Every Day Counts (EDC) program administers strategic innovation
deployment throughout the country. FHWA works with stakeholders to identify
a new collection of proven yet underutilized innovations every two years.”

FHWA Every Day 
Counts (EDC) – 7 

Nighttime Visibility 
for Safety

Next-Generation TIM: 
Technology for Saving Lives

Integrating GHG Assessment 
and Reduction Targets in 
Transportation Planning

Enhancing Performance 
with Internally Cured 

Concrete (EPIC2)

Strategic Workforce 
Development

EPDs for Sustainable 
Project Delivery

Rethinking DBE for 
Design-Build
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Mandated Materials (BCCA) 
Structural Steel, Carbon Steel Rebar, Flat Glass & Mineral Wool Board Insulation
• Continually improve EPD collection process.
• Formalize structural steel AML in specifications
• Support DGS in legislative report

Non-Mandated Materials (FHWA and Caltrans)
Concrete & Asphalt
• Participate in FHWA Climate Challenge
• Encourage use of facility-specific raw material data
• Support small businesses and reimburse producers to develop their EPDs
• Develop concrete & asphalt EPD specification language

Ongoing Caltrans 
EPD Efforts



Materials Engineering and Testing Services 14

First, we would like to say…
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2023 Standard Specs

Standard 
Specifications
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2023 Standard Specs

Standard 
Specifications
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Authorized 
Materials List



Materials Engineering and Testing Services

Contractor’s Role
• CEM-3101 Notice of Materials to be Used Form

• Carbon Steel Rebar, Structural Steel, Flat Glass, Mineral Wool Board Insulation

• Submit applicable EPDs through DIME
• Register with DIME at least 15 days before submitting

• Ensure quantity data has been input on DIME within 5 business 
days of shipment receipt at project site.

• Confirm applicable manufacturers are on the Authorized 
Material List.

• Comply with Section 6-1.06 of the Contract Special Provisions and 
Standard Specifications

18

Caltrans Role
• Discuss EPD requirements at the Pre-Con meeting
• Review of EPD submittals – Engage your METS Rep!
• Verify the reported GWP is within published limits

What We Need to Know
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Questions?
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