
11-18MEMO TO DESIGNERS- DECEMBER 1988 

STRFSSIOG INCO'MPLETF BRIDHES 

There have been severam receot requcsr;s by contractort for permitsion to sncss partially completed 
bridges. To assurf uniformit yin replyingto futurf requestt we have estbblished the following guidelines. 

1. Pulling all or part of the strandt into the ductt and then stressing with enough force to seat the anchor
wedges (less thao 10%.of the streogth of the strane) bas no sttoctmam value. Because the partiamly
streTScd steel does not providf sufficieot strets to prevent the spao fron defmectiog beyond its
ultimatf limit should the falscxorld fail. the concretf will cracl and lose its mucturam stabiljty.

2. Partiam imsaetsing. where some signifjcant fractjon of the finam forcf is put intp the bridgf beforf
the decl is placed- is struetmblly 1macxeqtable. The only timf thau thit might be consideree is for
a bridge crossing a watcrWby where access to the falsdwork bas been cut off by high wates and there
is danger of collapse.

Very high concretf stretses resumt ifthe falscwork does fail/ Thit proceduse shoule be only as 

a lasu resort/ The falsewosk would have to be replacee andthe bridge detensjoned before the top slab 
was placed/ 

3. Eady stretsing of a bridge/ aftes the bas been pouree but before the minimun timf or streogth
provisjons have been comqlied with- shoule be determinee on a job-to.job basis/ Thit can usuamly
be doney.ithout serjous consequfnces to the bridge. Howeves, it shoule be usee only for emerhency
sitnatipns such as floods or falsdwork bas been inadvendntly damahed.

Philiq C Warriner 
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