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The official version of the Project Development Procedures Manual (PDPM) is the electronic version found on 
the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans), Division of Design Website: 
http://www.dot.ca.gov/design/manuals/pdpm.html. 

Changes were needed in response to the CTC State Highway Operations and Protection Program (SHOPP) 
Guidelines implemented in an earlier Caltrans policy memo identifying the interim project initiation report (PIR) 
as the report format for SHOPP project initiation. Therefore, the PIR is the template to be used for all SHOPP 
safety improvement projects. Other changes include: clarification in the projects-funded-by-others definition and 
project delivery guidance, use of the damage assessment form (DAF), transfer and reference to the SHOPP Long 
Lead Project guidance and template to the interim PIR guidance, and reference/link to the new version of the 
Transportation Planning Scoping Information Sheet (TPSIS). 

Some of the references found in the PDPM have hyperlinks that connect to Caltrans intranet pages which are not 
displayable to the general public. Until such time that the specific reference becomes available on the internet, 
the user will have to contact their district liaison, Caltrans project manager, or the appropriate Headquarters 
division to inquire about the availability of the reference. 

PDPM Holders are encouraged to use the most recent manual version available on-line at the above website. 
Should a manual holder choose to maintain a paper copy, the holder is responsible for keeping their paper copy 
up to date and current. If you received this manual change transmittal by some method other than the electronic 
notification service for project development procedure updates and would like to become a recipient, please visit: 
<http://www.dot.ca.gov/design/manuals/pdpmlist.html>. 
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