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permanent design elements required to meet maintenance, aesthetic or 
PLAC requirements.   

• Include planting for graffiti control where appropriate.  This may include 
planting vines on walls.  See HDM 904.7. 
 

Irrigation:  Refer to the HDM 901.2(6) Water and Resource Conservation and 
Topic 905 – Irrigation Design.  Include a new or rehabilitated irrigation system.  
Irrigation system rehabilitation includes the replacement of all irrigation facilities 
not in “good condition” as defined in the current version of the State Highway 
System Management Plan.   
 
Plant Establishment:  Refer to the HDM section 904.9 and the Caltrans 
Construction Contract Standards – Standard Specifications, section 20-4 Plant 
Establishment Work for minimum plant establishment requirements.  To achieve 
construction contract acceptance at the completion of plant establishment, 
planting will be in good condition and irrigation infrastructure operable and in 
good condition. 
 
Water Conservation:   All projects that include warranted planting must follow 
the requirements in the PDPM, Chapter 29, Section 2, Construction Contract 
Submittal for Advertisement – Water Conservation Requirements for Planting 
Work, to ensure that additional water conservation actions are followed. 
 
Roadside Maintenance Worker Safety:  In addition to the minimum expectations 
listed above, infrastructure for worker safety may also be required, including but 
not limited to, contrasting surface treatment paving beyond gore areas, slope 
paving, stairs on slope, off-pavement access, access gates, removal or 
relocation of elements and barriers placed to limit worker and equipment 
exposure.  Consult with the District Landscape Architect, and District 
Maintenance Representative for required worker safety improvements.   
 
Required Review Schedule:  The landscape design and implementation will be 
reviewed by the District Landscape Architect, and District Maintenance 
Representative at the following milestones or phases: 

• Project Initiation 
• Project Approval and Environmental Document (PA&ED) 
• 35% Conceptual Design 
• 60% Design 
• 95% Plans, Specifications & Estimate 
• Ready-to-List  
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• Construction review and walk-throughs at irrigation layout and prior to 
Plant Establishment 

• Final Plant Establishment walk-through (prior to Construction Contract 
Acceptance) 
 

Implementation:  Projects with PA&ED after the date of this memorandum must 
follow this policy.   
 
Exceptions to this policy will be reviewed and approved/denied by the 
Headquarters Landscape Architecture program if the District Landscape 
Architect determines the minimum planting and irrigation requirements are not 
met. 
 
This memorandum will expire when the PDPM, Chapter 29 – Landscape 
Architecture – ‘Caltrans Maximum Costs for Planting and Water Assessment 
Policy’ has been updated. 
 
If you have questions, please contact Lori Butler, Office Chief, Division of Design 
– Landscape Architecture Support and Planning, at (916)654-4814 or at 
<Lori.Butler@dot.ca.gov>. 
 
 
 
c: Lori Butler, Office Chief, Division of Design - Landscape Architecture Support 

and Planning 
 Jack Broadbent, Office Chief, Division of Design - Landscape Architecture 

Standards and Procedures 
 Antonette Clark, Office Chief, Division of Design - Standards and Procedures 
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