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Caltrans Fonts  

 
 
The seven fonts shown in this Appendix are the only fonts currently used by 
Caltrans!  Out dated fonts are still in the Caltrans Font resource file (ctfont.rsc) in 
order to allow old archived files to be plotted/printed with the fonts that were 
originally used. 
 
Font 3 (ctfont1) is the new standard Caltrans font used by all functional units.  
Font 3 was developed to improve the printing quality and clarity for half-size 
plotting/printing (11” X 17”).  The space for each character (kerning) has been 
improved in Font 3 over the kerning used in Font 2 (Leroy).  Font 2 is still used 
and needed for mapping purposes. 
 
Font 3 contains additional characters and has enhanced several existing 
characters for clarity when reading the plans.  Because of these additional 
characters, enhancements and kerning, Font 3 has replaced the need for using 
Font 23 when labeling waterways and As-built changes.  Use Font 3 with a slant 
angle of 25 degrees for waterways and a slant angle of 15 degrees for As-built 
changes. 
 
Years ago Font 1 was created to reduce the spacing between characters.  With 
the improved kerning in Font 3 along with the improved enhancements for print 
quality and clarity, it is now unnecessary and obsolete to use Font 1. 
 
Font 43 (Bold) is used in the preparation of the Final Contract plans.  Fonts 4, 7, 
55, & 56 are used by Right of Way Engineering for their specific needs. 
 
In this Appendix, every character for each of the seven fonts is shown with its 
character ID value.  To access any character by its ID value, type a back-slash 
followed by the ID value of the character.  Since special characters may not be 
linked to a particular key on the keyboard, the back-slash is the best way to insert 
them while using the standard MicroStation “Dialog” Text Editor Style. 
 
Example: (\197) will allow the user to place a cubic symbol when using Font 3. 
 
All font characters can be displayed and selected by using the “WYSIWYG” Text 
Editor Style available in MicroStation. 
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Font 2 (LEROY) 
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Font 3 (CTFONT1) 
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Font 4 (CTFONT-RW) 
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Font 7 (ADLINE) 
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Font 43 (BOLD) 
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Font 55 (FANCY – OLD MON. FONT 2) 
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Font 56 (SHADOW) 
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TEXT SIZE for accepted plotting scales other than the Caltrans base scale         
 
For Highway/Landscape Projects
 

and Photogrammetry
 

DESCRIPTION SIZE at 
1”=20’ 

SIZE at 
1”=100’ 

FONT WEIGHT 

Title Project Description TX = 5.8 
* 

TX = 29.0 
* 

43 0 

Name and ID Code of Individual Plan 
Sheets, (does not apply to the Title 
Sheet. 

TX = 5.8 
* 

TX = 29.0 
* 

43 0 

Titles for Quantity Tables and Detail 
Drawings. Begin and End 
Construction on Title Sheet 

TX = 4.8 TX = 24.0 43 0 

For Pacific Ocean TX = 4.8 TX = 24.0 3 2 
Country and State boundary TX = 4.4 TX = 22.0 43 0 
City Names on the Title Sheet Strip 
Map 

TX = 4.0 
** 

TX = 20.0 
** 

43 0 

County Names on the Title Sheet 
Strip Map 

TX = 4.0 TX = 20.0 43 0 

Begin and End Work on Title Sheet. 
Titles for Informational Tables 

TX = 4.0 TX = 20.0 3 2 

Subtitles for Tables and Detail 
Drawings. Route and Route No. ***  
Headings inside a Quantity Table 

TH = 3.5 
TW = 3.5 

**** 

TH = 17.5 
TW = 17.5 

**** 

3 2 

Bays TX = 3.5 TX = 17.5 3 2 
As-built Changes TX = 3.5 TX = 17.5 3 1 
River Names (waterways) TX = 2.8 TX = 14.0 3 *****  1 
Majority of Text, (including text with 
drawings, tables and dimensioning). 
County Lines and City Limit Lines 

TX = 2.8 TX = 14.0 3 1 

Restricted Space for Placement of 
Text 

TH = 2.8 
TW = 2.4 

TH = 14.0 
TW = 12.0 

3 0 

Name, Date, License Number Inside 
Seal and Date of Signature 

TH = 2.8 
TW = 2.0 

TH = 14.0 
TW = 10.0 

3 1 

Printed Names in Margin of Border 
Sheet 

TX = 2.4 TX = 12.0 3 1 

Photogrammetric Mapping and 
Survey Topographic Mapping Text 

TX = 2.4 TX = 12.0 2 1 
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* Adjustable if necessary; 

TX = 4.8 minimum at 1” = 20’ or  
TX = 24 minimum at 1” = 100’ 

 
 
 
** For projects spanning multiple counties that are identified on the Title 

Sheet, the text size and font for cities may be reduced to; 
TX = 4, Font = 3 and WT= 1 at 1” = 20’ or 
TX = 20, Font = 3 and WT = 1 at 1” = 100’ 

So the counties can be shown more prominently than cities. 

 
 
 
 
*** If a Layout Sheet has multiple routes and is a busy and cluttered sheet, 

making it difficult to see the route labeling, then the Route and Route No. 
may be placed using; 

TX = 4, Font = 43, WT = 0 for routes with work at 1” = 20’ or 
TX = 20, Font = 43, WT = 0 at 1” = 100’ 
TX = 2.8, Font = 3, WT = 1 for routes without work at 1” = 20’ or 
TX = 14, Font 3, WT = 1 at 1” = 100’ 

 
 
 
 
 
 For Title Sheets having a strip map that covers a large area (multiple 

counties), the route identification may be placed using; 
TX = 2.8, Font = 3, WT = 1 for routes without work at 1” = 20’ or 
TX = 14, Font = 3, WT = 1 at 1” = 100’ 

 
 
 
**** Reduce text width; 

TW = 2.8 at 1” = 20’ or 
TW = 14 at 1” = 100’ minimum) 

If needed for restricted space when placing a heading inside a quantity 
table. 

 
 
 

 
***** Do not use Font 23.  It is obsolete and does not have the appropriate 

spacing for characters or the desired appearance for certain letters.  Use 
the Caltrans standard Font 3 (ctfont1) and place at a slant angle of 25 
degrees. 
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