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CRITERIA FOR... 
EVALUATING A HELICOPTER LANDING 

 SITE AT A SCHOOL 
 

The following criteria will be used to evaluate whether the landing site environs 
and flight paths (approach/departure courses) are suitable for conducting 
helicopter operations within 1000 feet of a school. 

 
 
 

Approach/Departure Surface 
The approach/departure surface has an 8:1 (horizontal/vertical) slope 

 that begins at the edge of the FATO.  It is the same width as the 
FATO and it extends outward and upward along the approach 

/departure course for 4000 feet, at which point it is  
500 feet wide.  An 8:1 slope is 12.5% on a 

percent scale clinometer. 
 
 
 

The approach/departure surface shall not 
extend over school buildings or 

assemblies of students. 
 
 

Final Approach and 
Takeoff Area 

(FATO) 
 

Length/width/diameter must be 
at least one and one half the 
overall length of the 
helicopter to be utilized 
and free of obstructions and 
loose material. 

      
Safety Area 

Must be equal to the greater of 10’ or one 
third the rotor diameter of the helicopter 
that will be used. The safety area must be 
free of obstructions and loose material.   

Transitional Surfaces 
There shall be transitional surfaces on all sides of the FATO that are not designated 
as an approach/departure surface.  The transitional surfaces extend outward and upward 
from the lateral boundaries of the FATO and from the approach/departure surfaces at a 
slope of 2:1 (horizontal:vertical) for a distance of 250 feet measured horizontally 
from the center of the FATO and from the centerline of the approach/departure 
surfaces.  All transitional surfaces shall be free of obstructions, except that 
objects may be allowed to penetrate one transitional surface if the objects’ presence 
does not compromise safety.  A 2:1 slope is 50% on a percent scale clinometer. 
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