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PROJECT OVERVIEW
Our Goals

PRESERVE EL CAMINO REAL’S 
UNIQUE CHARACTER 

MAKE EL CAMINO REAL SIDEWALKS 
AND ROADWAY SAFER FOR ALL 

MISSION STATEMENT
The Caltrans mission is to provide a safe and reliable transportation network that serves all people and respects the environment . 

This mission aligns with the two overarching goals originally set forth by the El Camino Real Task Force.
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EXISTING CONDITIONS
Roadway

PAVEMENT
Settlement, Cracking, Heaving, and Potholes

VISIBILITY
Sight Distance and Setbacks

Alligator cracking on the surface of a roadway is an indication of 
compromised subgrade. Layers must be dug up and recompacted.

For drivers to have a clear view of other vehicles and pedestrians, 
proper setbacks from corners and driveways must be maintained.
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EXISTING CONDITIONS
Sidewalks

SAFETY
ADA Compliance 

SAFETY
Pedestrian Crossing Upgrades

HERE

TO

HERE

TO

Typical Layout

YIELD LINE

HIGH VISIBILITY
CROSSWALK MARKING

LOCAL STREET
LOCAL STREET

ÄÅ82

Insufficient width, excessive cross slope, and uneven vertical steps 
are some of the conditions that make many El Camino Real 

sidewalks inaccessible.

A total of 16 intersections in the project area need pedestrian 
crossing improvements, such as highly visible pavement markings 

indicating yield signs.

INSUFFICIENT WIDTH

EXCESSIVE CROSS SLOPE

UNEVEN 
VERTICAL 
STEP



DRAINAGE
Root Incursion, Old Pipes, Bubbling Up, and Flow Line Disruption

A new modern drainage system is needed for El Camino Real. New pipes 
and better integration of inlets will decrease flooding.

SETTLEMENT
UPLIFT  

DRAIN INLET

FLOW LINE  

CURB RAMPS
Drainage at Pedestrian Crossings

Sidewalk settlement that occurs near a curb 
ramp can disrupt the flow of water to drain 
inlets resulting in puddling and flooding.
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EXISTING CONDITIONS
Drainage



The El Camino Real tree rows, which consist of English elms and eucalyptus, were designed by John McLaren 
to beautify and promote land development of large estates such as those owned by George H. Howard 

and William C. Ralston, for whom the tree rows are named.

1770s 
Spanish expeditions establish 
El Camino Real (ECR) along 
routes used by Native Americans,  
linking missions, presidios, and 
pueblos from San Diego to 
San Francisco

1874 
Local landowners hire John 
McLaren, famed gardener of 
Golden Gate Park, to plant 
trees to line ECR: elms for 
shade and fast-growing 
eucalyptus to shelter the 
slower-growing elms

Cable cars celebrate 
one-year anniversary 

of operating in 
San Francisco1 

1912 
Paving of ECR begins; one year 

later, Burlingame declares the tree 
rows to be historically significant

Average building lots in 
Burlingame cost 

between $50 and $5502 

1930 
Burlingame enacts 

the nation’s first 
zoning ordinances 

to protect tree rows 
on ECR from 

development  

San Mateo County 
population reaches 

77,4053 

1900 19301800 186018301770 

EL CAMINO REAL HISTORY
Howard-Ralston Tree Rows
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SOURCES

1SFMTA.com 
2The San Francisco Call (newspaper)

3Bay Area Census, 1930
 

John McLaren photograph used by permission of San 
Francisco History Center, San Francisco Public Library
 

http://SFMTA.com


2019 
Caltrans advances ADA 
upgrades and roadway 
improvements for 
preliminary design and 
environmental approval 

1985 
Caltrans begins 

replacing historic 
trees lost to 

damage/disease 

Caltrain service to 
Burlingame continues, 

5 years after taking over 
from Southern Pacific4

2008 
Caltrans documents the 
Howard-Ralston 
Eucalyptus Tree Rows, 
including size, type and 
location of each tree 

Burlingame celebrates 
centennial5

2012 
The Howard-Ralston 
Eucalyptus Tree Rows 
are listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places

2017 
ECR Task Force is formed 
and recommends options 
to address challenges along 
the roadway while preserving 
the tree rows. Today’s work is 
a continuation of the effort.

SOURCES
4caltrain.com/about/History.html?PageMode

5Burlingame Voice, 2008
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https://www.caltrain.com/about/History.html?PageMode


Tree 
Rows

1966The National Historic 
Preservation Act of 1966 
acknowledges the 
importance of protecting 
our nation’s heritage.

It establishes the 
National Register 
of Historic Places 
(NRHP).

The Howard-Ralston Eucalyptus Tree Rows became listed on 
the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) in 2012 because 
of their influence on the development of Burlingame, 
because of the impact the trees made in forming the areas 
unique character and early zoning regulations, and because 
they are the work of a master gardener, John McLaren. 

Protecting 
Historic 
Properties

1966

NATIONAL 
HISTORIC 

PRESERVATION 
ACT OF 

1966 

1

At least 70% of the total 
trees within the Tree 

Rows must contribute to 
the NRHP eligibility of the 

Tree Rows.

4

Trees will be tagged 
and GPS locations 
noted to track the 

health and number 
of trees.

5

A long-term 
management plan 
for the Tree Rows 
will be developed.

6

A self-guided history 
walk with plaques, a 

time capsule, and 
custom benches 

constructed of the wood 
from removed trees. 

7

An El Camino Real 
Historic Resource 

Management Plan will be 
developed to assist the 

city of Burlingame in 
management of resources 

within the corridor.

2

Any replacement 
trees must not 

detract from the 
NRHP eligibility. 

3

The Tree Rows will be 
documented before, 

during, and after 
construction. 

HOWARD-RALSTON EUCALYPTUS TREE ROWS
Eligibility and Mitigation
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Section 106 of the National 
Historic Preservation Act 
requires impacts to historic 
properties to be evaluated 
when projects involving 
federal agencies, permits, or 
funding have the potential 
to impact the property. 
Caltrans has determined 
that the El Camino Real 
Roadway Renewal project 
will adversely effect the 
Howard-Ralston Eucalyptus 
Tree Rows. Caltrans is 
working on the following 
measures to mitigate 
impacts of the project:




