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General Information About This Document
What’s in this document:

The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) has prepared this Initial Study with
Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND) for the U.S. Highway 101 (U.S. 101) Bicycle and
Pedestrian Overcrossing Project (Project) in the City of Santa Rosa, Sonoma County. The
Project is located on U.S. 101 between Post Mile (PM) 21.0 and PM 21.8 (refer to Figure
2.2-1, Project Area). The Project proposes to construct a 17-foot-wide bicycle/ pedestrian,
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) compliant, Class | shared-use overcrossing spanning
U.S. 101. The Project would include a 5-foot-wide walking lane and 8-foot-wide bicycle path
with possible mode separation provided by a curb/barrier and fencing.

As the lead agency under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), Caltrans has
prepared this document describing why the Project is being proposed, how the existing
environment could be affected by the Project, the potential environmental impacts of each
of the alternatives, and the proposed Project Features, Avoidance and Minimization
Measures, and/or Mitigation Measures.

The IS/MND was circulated to the public for 30 days between June 22, 2020 and July 24,
2020. Comments received during this period are included in Appendix G. Elsewhere
throughout this document, a vertical line in the margin indicates a change made since the
draft document circulation. Minor editorial changes and clarifications have not been so
indicated. To obtain a copy of this document and the related technical studies please call or
write:

Caltrans, Attention: Elizabeth Nagle, Associate Environmental Planner, District 4, Office of
Environmental Analysis, 111 Grand Avenue, MS 8-B, Oakland CA 94612; Telephone (510) 506-
0481

An ADA-compliant electronic copy of this document is available to download at: the Caltrans
environmental document website (https://dot.ca.gov/caltrans-near-me/district-4/d4-popular-
links/d4-environmental-docs) and on the City’s website (https://srcity.org/750/Highway-101-
Bicycle-Pedestrian-Bridge).

Alternative formats:

For individuals with sensory disabilities, the document can be made available on computer
disk by writing to the above address or email or by calling California Relay Service (800)
735-2929 (TTY), (800) 735-2922 (Voice), or 711.
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| STATE OF CALIFORNIA SCH No. 2020060455

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (04-SON-101-PM 21.0-21.8)
(EA 04-2G340)

‘ MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION

Pursuant to: Division 13, Public Resources Code

Project Description

The City of Santa Rosa, in coordination with the California Department of Transportation
(Caltrans), proposes to construct a 17-foot-wide bicycle/pedestrian, Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA) compliant, Class | shared-use overcrossing (Project) spanning U.S.
Highway 101 (U.S. 101) between Post Mile (PM) 21.0 and PM 21.8 in the City of Santa
Rosa, Sonoma County. The Project would include a 5-foot-wide walking lane and 8-foot-
wide bicycle path with possible mode separation provided by a curb/barrier and fencing.
The overcrossing would have an 18.6-foot minimum vertical clearance over U.S. 101.
There are two Build Alternatives, the Edwards Avenue-Elliott Avenue Build Alternative and
the Bear Cub Way Build Alternative, being considered for the Project. The Project is needed
to accommodate and provide safe access to bicyclists and pedestrians in areas east and
west of U.S. 101 in the northern half of Santa Rosa.

Determination

Caltrans has prepared an Initial Study (IS) for this Project. Following public review, Caltrans
has determined from this study that the Project would not have a significant effect on the
environment for the reasons described below.

The Project would have no impact on Agriculture and Forest Resources, Air Quality,
Cultural Resources, Energy, Land Use and Planning, Mineral Resources, Population and
Housing, Recreation, Tribal Cultural Resources, Utilities and Service Systems, and
Wildfires.

In addition, the Project would have less than significant effects to Aesthetics, Biological
Resources, Geology and Soils, Greenhouse Gas Emissions, Hazards and Hazardous
Materials, Hydrology and Water Quality, Public Services, and Transportation.

As discussed in Chapter 3, Noise, due to construction techniques involving pile driving,
high-power (or other) vibratory tools, and/or heavy rolling stock equipment, would generate
substantial vibration levels at buildings located near the two Project Build Alternatives.
Vibration levels at different distances from the construction activity would vary depending on
soil conditions, construction methods, and equipment used. Implementation of Mitigation
Measures (MMs) NOI-1 and NOI-2 include methods to reduce vibration such as: pre-drilling
foundation pile holes, locating construction equipment as far as possible from vibration-
sensitive receptors, identifying and limiting the use heavy equipment, and the use of
equipment that creates less vibration in proximity to buildings. A construction vibration
monitoring plan would be developed and implemented by the contractor in accordance with
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Caltrans and City of Santa Rosa requirements to reduce vibration effects. Therefore, as
described in Chapter 3, Noise, the Project would have a less than significant impact with
mitigation.

Wabliinee Brant 02/08/2021

Melanie Brent Date
Deputy District Director

District 4

California Department of Transportation
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CHAPTER 1 Proposed Project

1.1 INTRODUCTION

The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) is the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA) lead agency under CEQA for the Project. The Project would construct a
17-foot-wide bicycle/pedestrian, American with Disabilities Act (ADA) compliant, Class |
shared-use overcrossing spanning U.S. Highway 101 (U.S. 101) between Post Mile (PM)
21.0 and PM 21.8 in the City of Santa Rosa, Sonoma County. Project improvements include
construction of columns, construction of overcrossing spans, and/or placement of
prefabricated overcrossing sections, abutments, ramps, touchdowns, and connection to
existing sidewalks and bicycle lanes. The Project would include a 5-foot-wide walking lane
and 8-foot-wide bike path with possible mode separation provided by concrete curb/barrier
and fencing.

This Project would be funded under the 2019 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP),
as a Bicycle and Pedestrian Facilities Project. The approximate total cost of the Project for
support and capital, including construction, ranges from approximately $27 million for the
Edwards-Elliott Build Alternative to $30 million for Bear Cub Way Build Alternative.

1.2 PURPOSE AND NEED

The purpose of the Project is to provide a safer and more enjoyable alternative for bicyclists
and pedestrians crossing U.S. 101 in the vicinity of Santa Rosa Junior College (SRJC)
compared to existing highway crossings. An additional purpose of the Project is to provide a
continuous, ADA compliant, path to improve pedestrian and bicycle east-west connectivity
across U.S. 101 in the northern half of the City of Santa Rosa and connecting to the existing
and proposed bicycle and pedestrian networks.

The Project is needed to accommodate and provide safe access to bicyclists and
pedestrians in areas east and west of U.S. 101 in the northern half of Santa Rosa, Sonoma
County, California.

Santa Rosa U.S. Highway 101 Bicycle and Pedestrian Overcrossing
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CHAPTER 2 Project Description

21 INTRODUCTION

The City of Santa Rosa is located within the California Coast Range, in a broad, rural valley
called the Santa Rosa Plain (SRP). The City of Santa Rosa is the largest city in Sonoma
County (Census Bureau, 2019) with a population of 176,753 people, and is the most
densely populated part of the SRP. Santa Rosa is centrally located within Sonoma County
and acts as a regional commercial hub as well as the county seat. Santa Rosa is also part
of a large, urbanized corridor along U.S. 101 with Rohnert Park to the south (population
43,291) and Windsor to the north (population 27,128) (Census Bureau 2019). Outside of the
City of Santa Rosa, the SRP contains agricultural land uses and smaller municipalities.

2.2 PROJECT LOCATION

The Project is north of College Avenue near the SRJC, Santa Rosa High School (SRHS),
and Coddingtown Mall (refer to Figure 2.2-1 for the Project area). On the east side of U.S.
101, the vicinity of the Project area generally includes single-family homes, schools, and
public agency offices. Schools include SRJC, SRHS, and Ridgway High School. SRJC
occupies the land between Elliott Avenue, U.S. 101, Bear Cub Way, and Mendocino
Avenue. Ridgway High School and SRHS, along with some government and school district
offices, occupy the land between Bear Cub Way, U.S. 101, Ridgway Avenue, and
Mendocino Avenue. North of Elliott Avenue is a single-family residential neighborhood.

On the west side of U.S. 101, the vicinity of the Project area generally includes low- and
medium-density residential, retail and business services, and light industry. One to three-
story condominium and apartment complexes are located on Edwards Avenue, Cleveland
Avenue, Jennings Avenue, and Range Avenue. Several small businesses are located along
Cleveland Avenue facing U.S. 101. Light industrial businesses are located along Foley
Street, Cleveland Avenue and Frances Street/Range Avenue. Dick’s Sporting Goods and
Coddingtown Mall, a large shopping center, are located on Cleveland Avenue (refer to
Figure 2.2-1).

2.3 PROPOSED PROJECT

The Project would construct a 17-foot-wide bicycle/pedestrian ADA compliant Class |
shared-use overcrossing spanning U.S. 101 between PM 21.0 and PM 21.8, in the City of
Santa Rosa in Sonoma County. Proposed improvements to U.S. 101 include excavating
and grading for the construction of columns, construction of overcrossing spans, and/or
placement of prefabricated overcrossing sections, abutments, ramps, touchdowns, and
connection to existing sidewalks and bicycle lanes. The Project would include a 5-foot-wide
walking lane and an 8-foot-wide bicycle path with possible mode separation delineated by a
concrete curb/barrier and fencing. The Project includes two Build Alternatives: the Edwards-
Elliott Build Alternative (refer to Figure 2.3-1) and the Bear Cub Way Build Alternative (refer
to Figure 2.3-2), in addition to the No-Build Alternative.

Santa Rosa U.S. Highway 101 Bicycle and Pedestrian Overcrossing
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Chapter 2 Project Description

2.3.1 Edwards-Elliott Build Alternative

The Edwards-Elliott Build Alternative proposes construction of the Project spanning U.S.
101 along the Edwards Avenue/Elliott Avenue corridor. The Build Alternative is located near
the Guerneville Sonoma-Marin Area Rail Transit (SMART) Station to the west, and
connects to the SRJC campus to the east. On the west side, the Edwards-Elliott Build
Alternative would follow the northern edge of Edwards Avenue and touch down next to a
truck loading area and driveway entrance for a large retail store currently home to Dick’s
Sporting Goods. On the east side, this Build Alternative would span over Armory Drive and
connect to the south side of Elliott Avenue in the vicinity of lllinois Avenue. The overcrossing
would follow a straight alignment for a length of approximately 1,200 feet, and a maximum
vertical height of 18.6 feet over U.S. 101. This Build Alternative would require removal of
two SRJC buildings and the relocation of approximately four portable buildings owned by
SRJC from the south side of Elliott Avenue.

2.3.2 Bear Cub Way Build Alternative

The Bear Cub Way Build Alternative proposes construction of the Project over U.S. 101,
connecting Range Avenue to the west to Bear Cub Way at the SRJC campus to the east.
On the west side, the Project would touch down within a commercial parking lot used by
Myers’ Restaurant Supply and connect to Range Avenue via an at-grade pathway. The
eastern touchdown area would be immediately south of Bear Cub Way. This Build
Alternative would follow existing sidewalks along Bear Cub Way to Mendocino Avenue. The
length of the bridge over U.S. 101 would be approximately 1,250 feet with a maximum
vertical height of 18.6 feet for this Build Alternative.

Santa Rosa U.S. Highway 101 Bicycle and Pedestrian Overcrossing
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Chapter 2 Project Description

2.3.3 Overcrossing Construction

In both Build Alternatives, the Project would include an overcrossing structure supported by
steel cables anchored to a tower, with approaches constructed on backfilled retaining walls
to conform to the existing grade elevations on the east and west sides of U.S. 101. For both
Build Alternatives, the proposed tower would be constructed on the east side of Armory
Drive. Construction of the overcrossing foundations and structure would consist of site
preparation including necessary excavation/grading east and west of U.S. 101, construction
of columns and construction of overcrossing spans and/or placement of prefabricated
overcrossing sections across U.S. 101.

Both Build Alternatives have the same foundation plan for the elevated portion of the Project
(but cross U.S. 101 at different locations). On the west approach, a 12-foot by 9-foot area at
each column would be excavated 5 to 6 feet deep for placement of the foundations. On the
east side of U.S. 101, the proposed tower would have a foundation requiring excavation of a
30- by 10-foot area to a depth of 8 to 9 feet. Shoring would be installed to stabilize each
excavation site. The shoring would likely be set 1 to 2 feet away from the face of the
foundations. Pile driving would occur from the bottom of the excavation site. Displacement-
type piles (140 ton), anywhere from 60 to 90 feet long, would be used to support the tower
and overcrossing span, both approaches, and the associated retaining walls. After all piles
are driven, concrete forms and reinforcement would be set, the shoring would be removed,
and the concrete pile cap would be poured.

The concrete pile caps, columns, and bent caps are anticipated to be installed with
conventional cast-in-place concrete techniques, formwork, and equipment. The tower and
overcrossing span are anticipated to consist of steel elements that would be prefabricated
off-site, then transported and erected on-site with a crane and either welded or bolted in
place on the concrete pile cap and bents. The overcrossing span would be attached to the
tower with steel cables. The concrete decking would then be installed on the overcrossing
span without the need for conventional falsework.

Ramps on the west and east approaches for both Build Alternatives would be supported on
foundations requiring excavation to approximately 4 feet below grade. The approach ramp
structures are anticipated to consist of either mechanically stabilized embankment (MSE)
walls or Caltrans standard cantilevered concrete retaining walls. While both options use
bottom-up construction techniques, the MSE wall components would be prefabricated off-
site, transported, and erected on-site. Cantilever concrete walls would be installed utilizing
conventional cast-in-place construction techniques and equipment.

2.4 CONSTRUCTION METHODOLOGY, SCHEDULE, AND STAGING

The Project would require temporary full nighttime closures and detours of both U.S. 101
and the adjacent frontage roads for placement of the overcrossing structure and traffic
handling devices. The construction staging areas would be located within the City of Santa
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Chapter 2 Project Description

Rosa (City) right of way, temporary construction easements (TCEs) and, in the SRJC
parking lots within the Project area. The SRJC parking lots would be closed for less than
one year.

2.4.1 Drainage Improvements

For both Build Alternatives, the overcrossing drainage would collect surface runoff from the
Project and tie into the City’s stormwater system at both the east and west landings.
Drainage modifications, including tie-ins, inlet adjustments and relocations may be required.
For the Edwards-Elliott Build Alternative, a 30-inch storm drainage pipe at the intersection of
Armory Drive and Elliott Avenue would be relocated to accommodate the overcrossing
foundation. Inlet structures located along Edwards Avenue, in the Dick’s Sporting Goods
parking lot, and one inlet within Caltrans right of way would require removal and
replacement. Minor drainage work would be required for inlets in the Myers Restaurant
Supply parking lot and SRJC parking lot for the Bear Cub Way Build Alternative.

Post-construction stormwater treatment improvements complying with Caltrans and local
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination Systems (NPDES)/Regional Water Quality Control
Board (RWQCB) permitting is not required as the Project creates less than 5,000 square
feet of new impervious area(s) within Caltrans right of way. The potential for temporary
stormwater quality impacts shall be addressed by temporary construction best management
practices (BMPs), such as the installation of silt fencing, fiber rolls, and drainage inlet
protection.

2.4.2 Tree Removal and Vegetation Impacts

Both Build Alternatives would require clearing and grubbing of existing vegetation and tree
removal. The Edwards-Elliott Build Alternative would require the removal of approximately
seven mature trees, including three native trees on the SRJC property and Elliott Avenue,
as well as removal of a small number of ornamental/street tree saplings (not mature trees)
along Edwards Avenue. Additionally, approximately 7,000 square feet of vegetation would
require clearing and grubbing. The Bear Cub Way Build Alternative would require the
removal of five mature trees on the east side of U.S. 101 in the parking lot adjacent to
Armory Drive. Approximately 16,700 square feet of vegetation would require clearing and
grubbing.

2.4.3 Construction Schedule

Construction of the Project is expected to take two years to complete. The Project would
require approximately 470 working days with daily work hours from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.,
Monday through Friday. Night work would occur over 10 days during the construction period
for placement of the overcrossing over U.S. 101. Construction activities within drainages
would be restricted to the dry season (May 1 to October 31). In addition, tree removal would
be scheduled to avoid impacts to nesting birds (February 1 to September 30).
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Chapter 2 Project Description

2.4.4 Right of Way and Temporary Construction Easements

The Project would require permanent and temporary acquisitions and easements from
select parcels adjacent to the Project area. Parcels potentially affected under the Edwards-
Elliott Build Alternative and the Bear Cub Way Build Alternative are described below.

Edwards-Elliott Build Alternative

The Edwards-Elliott Build Alternative would require a total of 8,815 square feet of right of
way acquisition. On the east side, 7,580 square feet of right of way would be acquired from
SRJC south of Elliott Avenue. On the west side, 1,235 square feet of right of way would be
acquired encompassing a sidewalk and landscape improvements adjacent to the Dick’s
Sporting Goods parking lot and Patelco Credit Union along the north edge of Edwards
Avenue.

This Build Alternative would result in removal of the SRJC Public Relations Building (1990
Armory Drive) and a former residence used by SRJC Summer Repertory Theater (708
Elliott Avenue). Portable buildings and parking stalls within the Project area would also
require removal/relocation.

A total of 27,055 square feet of TCEs would be required for this Build Alternative. A TCE of
3,255 square feet would be required along the Dick’s Sporting Goods and Patelco parking
lot, which includes the western driveway and some of their landscaped areas, located along
Edwards Avenue west of U.S. 101. Additionally, TCEs of approximately 23,800 square feet
would be required from five SRJC parcels fronting Elliott Avenue. These TCEs would be
located on the same parcels where right of way acquisitions are required for the Project
(refer to Figure 2.4-1).

Bear Cub Way Build Alternative

The Bear Cub Way Build Alternative would require a total of 26,470 square feet of right of
way acquisition. On the east side, 4,655 square feet of right of way would be acquired from
the SRJC “Bear Cub Way” parking lot. The existing SRJC parking lot would be reconfigured
and restriped to accommodate 115 parking stalls, resulting in a reduction of 42 stalls. On
the west side, 21,815 square feet of right of way would be acquired from the Myers
Restaurant Supply parking lot. The Myers Restaurant Supply parking lot would also be
restriped to accommodate 39 stalls, which would result in the loss of five parking stalls. This
alternative would not result in the demolition or removal/relocation of buildings.

A total of 111,880 square feet of TCE would be required for this Build Alternative: 46,080
square feet would be required from Myers Restaurant Supply on the west side of U.S. 101
and 65,800 square feet would be required from SRJC on the east side of U.S. 101 (refer to
Figure 2.4-2).
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Chapter 2 Project Description

2.4.5 Utility Relocations

Edwards-Elliott Build Alternative

Three existing PG&E utility poles would require relocation. One of the existing poles is
located adjacent to northbound Cleveland Avenue, at the intersection of Edwards and
Cleveland avenues. The second pole is located along northbound Armory Drive,
approximately 40 feet south of the intersection of Elliott Avenue and Armory Drive. The last
pole that would be relocated is along northbound Armory Drive, approximately 140 feet
north of the intersection of Elliott Avenue and Armory Drive. A Santa Rosa Water meter and
fire hydrant on westbound Edwards Avenue require relocation due to modifications in the
curb line to accommodate a relocated bus stop. These water facilities would be relocated
behind the new curb line. An existing Santa Rosa Sanitary Sewer manhole on westbound
Edwards Avenue is in conflict with the proposed retaining wall and would need to be
relocated into the roadway.

Bear Cub Way Build Alternative

An existing utility pole would require the relocation of the PG&E, AT&T, and Comcast on
joint poles along southbound Cleveland Avenue. No other utility relocation would be
required for this Build Alternative.

2.4.6 Parking, Roadway Modifications, and Signage

Roadway realignments would be needed for the Bear Cub Way Build Alternative. Both Build
Alternatives would include signage and parking modifications.

Edwards-Elliott Build Alternative

The Edwards-Elliott Build Alternative would remove 14 parking stalls from an SRJC parking
lot on Elliott Avenue, east of U.S. 101. In addition, the existing bus stop on Edwards Avenue
near Dick’s Sporting Goods would be relocated further east on Edwards Avenue to a
location just west of Cleveland Avenue. The construction of a crosswalk on Edwards
Avenue to provide direct access from the south side of Edwards Avenue to the western
landing of the overcrossing may also result in the loss of one parking space.

An existing overhead sign on U.S. 101 near the Steele Lane off ramp is located on a
concrete barrier at the edge of the Caltrans right of way and would be relocated 100 feet
south of its current location. The existing concrete barrier in this location would need to be
reconstructed for a length of 225 feet. Excavation depths for the sign relocation would be up
to 25 feet.

Bear Cub Way Build Alternative

The Bear Cub Way Build Alternative would realign Bear Cub Way approximately 50 feet to

Santa Rosa U.S. Highway 101 Bicycle and Pedestrian Overcrossing
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Chapter 2 Project Description

the south through the existing SRJC parking lot. The reconfiguration of the existing
substandard SRJC parking lot would be restriped to accommodate 115 parking stalls,
resulting in a reduction of 42 stalls. The Myers Restaurant Supply parking lot would also be
restriped to accommodate 39 stalls, which would result in the loss of five parking stalls.

The Bear Cub Way Alignment would include way-finding signage to direct users through the
SRJC campus to Mendocino Avenue.

2.4.7 Construction Activities

The Project includes temporary construction access, laydown, and reconstruction areas that
would occur between Cleveland Avenue/Edwards Avenue and Armory Drive/Elliott Avenue
for the Edwards-Elliott Build Alternative, and between the Cleveland Avenue and Armory
Drive/Bear Cub Way for the Bear Cub Way Build Alternative.

2.4.8 Road Closures and Detours

During the construction of the overcrossing spanning U.S. 101, both Build Alternatives
would require full nighttime closures for one week or one weekend (depending on the
contractor). In the northbound direction, U.S. 101 between College Avenue and Steele Lane
would be temporarily closed with a detour via College Avenue to Mendocino Avenue to
Steele Lane. For the southbound direction, U.S. 101 would be temporarily closed between
Steele Lane and College Avenue with a detour via Steele Lane to Cleveland Avenue to
College Avenue.

Nighttime or weekend closures of Armory Drive for the placement of the overcrossing would
require detours from Elliott Avenue at the north and Ridgway Avenue at the south to
Mendocino Avenue. Nighttime closures for one week or one weekend of Cleveland Avenue
from Guerneville Road to Jennings Avenue would be required with detour via Range
Avenue.

Existing bicycle lanes in the Project area are located along Cleveland Avenue, extending
south of Frances Street to Guerneville Road. Additional bicycle lanes are located on the
north side of Edwards Avenue and on Range Avenue south of Jennings Boulevard to Briggs
Avenue, west of U.S. 101. On the east side of U.S. 101, bicycle lanes are present on
Mendocino Avenue. For both Build Alternatives, bicycles on the east side of U.S. 101 would
be temporarily detoured to Mendocino Avenue during construction of the Project, and on the
west side of U.S. 101, bicycles would be detoured to Range Avenue.

2.49 Staging Locations

Edwards-Elliott Build Alternative

The Project would require temporary nighttime closures of U.S. 101 and the adjacent
frontage roads for placement of the overcrossing structure. The staging for Edwards-Elliott
Build Alternative would likely be located at an SRJC parking lot along Armory Drive

Santa Rosa U.S. Highway 101 Bicycle and Pedestrian Overcrossing
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approximately 50 feet south of Elliott Avenue. The use of an SRJC parking lot for
construction would result in temporary closure for less than one year. On the west side of
U.S. 101, construction staging would occur in the City of Santa Rosa right of way on
Edwards Avenue.

Bear Cub Way Build Alternative

The location of construction staging for the Bear Cub Way Build Alternative would be
located on the SRJC parking lot (along Armory Drive) and the Myers Restaurant Supply
parking lot. The use of the SRJC parking lot for construction would result in temporary, full
closure for less than one year. The parking stalls in the Myers Restaurant Supply lot would
be temporarily relocated on vacant land southwest and adjacent to the existing lot within the
Project area.

2.5 PROJECT FEATURES

The Project contains a number of standardized project components which are employed on
most, if not all of Caltrans projects and were not developed in response to any specific
environmental impact resulting from the Project. These components are referenced as
Project Features in Chapter 3 as they pertain to different environmental resources, and are
separated out from avoidance and minimization measures (AMMs) and Mitigation Measures
(MMs), which directly relate to the impacts resulting from the Project.

Table 2-1 lists the Project Features that would be implemented by Caltrans and the

construction contractor to reduce or avoid potential impacts to the human and natural
environment.

Table 2-1: Project Feature Summary

Project Feature

Resource Area Project Feature

References
Preserve Mature Trees. To the extent feasible, existing
mature trees would be preserved. With input from a
Aesthetics Feature AES-1 Caltrans biologist, arborist or landscape architect working

with the contractor, the approach to the construction
activities would be modified to avoid tree removal
wherever possible.

Protect Existing Trees and Vegetation. The Caltrans
biologist would field mark and approve trees to be
removed prior to removal. High visibility temporary fencing
would be placed around trees or other vegetation to be
Aesthetics Feature AES-2 retained before construction begins. Vegetation outside of
clearing and grubbing limits would be protected from the
contractor’s operations, equipment, and materials storage.
Tree trimming would be limited to the minimum required to
provide a clear work area.

Santa Rosa U.S. Highway 101 Bicycle and Pedestrian Overcrossing
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Project Feature

Resource Area Project Feature

References
Visual Impacts from Construction. Construction
activities would be phased to minimize disturbance to
Aesthetics Feature AES-3 adjacent parcels. Construction lighting would be limited to

the areas of work and light trespass would be avoided

through directional lighting, shielding of light fixtures, and

other measures as needed.

Idling and Access Points. Idling times shall be

minimized either by shutting equipment off when not in

Air Quality Feature AIR-1 use or reducing the maximum idling time to 5 minutes.

Clear signage shall be provided for construction workers

at all access points.

Maintaining Construction Equipment and Vehicles. All

construction equipment shall be maintained and properly

tuned in accordance with manufacturer’s specifications.

All equipment shall be checked by a certified mechanic

and determined to be running in proper condition prior to

operation on the Project.

Contractor Air Quality Compliance. The construction

contractor must comply with the Caltrans Standard

Specifications in Section 14-9. The Project would comply

with the Bay Area Air Quality Management District

(BAAQMD) published CEQA Air Quality Guidelines BMPs

for all construction projects, as outlined below:

e All exposed surfaces (e.g., parking areas, staging
areas, soil piles, graded areas, and unpaved access
roads) shall be watered two times per day.

e All haul trucks transporting soil, sand, or other loose
material off-site shall be covered.

e All visible mud or dirt track-out onto adjacent public
roads shall be removed using wet power vacuum

Air Quality Feature AIR-3 street sweepers at least once per day. The use of dry
power sweeping is prohibited.

e All vehicle speeds on unpaved roads shall be limited
to 15 miles per hour (mph).

e All roadways, driveways, and sidewalks to be paved
shall be completed as soon as possible. Building pads
shall be laid as soon as possible after grading unless
seeding or soil binders are used.

e Post a publicly visible sign with the telephone number
and person to contact at the Lead Agency regarding
dust complaints. This person shall respond and take
corrective action within 48 hours. The Air District’s
phone number shall also be visible to ensure
compliance with applicable regulations.

Air Quality Feature AIR-2

Santa Rosa U.S. Highway 101 Bicycle and Pedestrian Overcrossing
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Resource Area

Project Feature
References

Project Feature

Biological
Resources

Feature BIO-1

Migratory Birds. Construction activities would occur to
the extent feasible outside of the nesting bird season. If
construction activities are initiated during the nesting bird
season (February 1 to September 30) a pre-construction
survey would be conducted by a Caltrans biologist within
14 days prior to ground disturbance to determine if
nesting birds are present within or adjacent to the
Biological Study Areas (BSAs).

If no nesting birds are detected during pre-construction
surveys, construction can proceed as normal. If active
nests of protected species are found within the survey
area, a work exclusion zone would be established around
each nest by the Caltrans biologist. Established exclusion
zones would remain in place until all young in the nest
have fledged or the nest otherwise becomes inactive
(e.g., due to predation). Appropriate exclusion zone sizes
would be determined by a Caltrans biologist and vary
dependent upon the species, nest location, existing visual
buffers, noise levels, and other factors. An exclusion zone
radius may be as small as 50 feet for common,
disturbance-adapted species or as large as 250 feet or
more for raptors. Exclusion zone size may be reduced
from established distances if supported with nest
monitoring findings by a Caltrans biologist indicating that
work activities outside the reduced radius are not
adversely impacting the nest and that a reduced exclusion
zone would not adversely affect the subject nest.

Biological
Resources

Feature BIO-2

Vegetation Removal. Vegetation removed shall be the
minimum necessary to complete the Project. Areas of
existing vegetation that are not necessary to be removed
should remain and can be protected by being driven on
only when soil is dry enough to support equipment or
fenced off with construction fencing.

Cultural
Resources

Feature CUL-1

Discovery of Cultural Resources. If cultural materials
are discovered during construction, all earth-moving
activity within and around the immediate discovery area
would be diverted until a Caltrans qualified archaeologist
can assess the nature and significance of the find.
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Project Feature

Resource Area
References

Project Feature

Discovery of Human Remains. If remains are
discovered during excavation, all work within 60 feet of
the discovery would halt and Caltrans' Cultural Resource
Studies office would be called. Caltrans' Cultural
Resources Studies Office Staff would assess the remains
and, if determined human, would contact the County
Coroner as per Public Resources Code (PRC) Sections
Feature CUL-2 5097.98, 5097.99, and 7050.5 of the California Health and
Safety Code. If the Coroner determines the remains to be
Native American, the Coroner will contact the Native
American Heritage Commission who would then assign
and notify a Most Likely Descendant. Caltrans would
consult with the Most Likely Descendant on respectful
treatment and reburial of the remains. Further provisions
of PRC 5097.98 are to be followed as applicable.
Reclaimed Water. To the extent feasible,
Greenhouse Gas reclaimed water may be used to reduce

o Feature GHG-1 e
Emissions greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions produced
during construction.
Hazardous Material. Should impacted soil (as evidenced
Hazards and by staining and/or odors) be encountered during
Hazardous Feature HAZ-1 construction activities, the Resident Engineer overseeing
Material construction should stop work until a hazardous waste
specialist is able to assess the soil for proper handling.
Hazards and Aerially Deposited Lead Work Plan. A work plan for
Hazardous Feature HAZ-2 aerially deposited lead if required would be prepared
Material during the design phase.
Groundwater Sampling. Should groundwater be
encountered during construction/excavation activities and
Hazards and dewatering become necessary, regulatory compliance
Hazardous Feature HAZ-3 and permitting consistent with the RWQCB and National
Material Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES)
requirements should be adhered to, and groundwater
sampling should be conducted.

Cultural
Resources

Santa Rosa U.S. Highway 101 Bicycle and Pedestrian Overcrossing
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Resource Area

Project Feature
References

Project Feature

Hydrology and
Water Quality

Feature HYD-1

Water Quality BMPs. The potential temporary impacts
shall be addressed by the implementation of Temporary
Construction BMPs, including the following:

e Temporary soil stabilization: scheduling, preservation
of existing vegetation, hydraulic mulch, hydroseeding,
soil binders, straw mulch, outlet protection, and slope
drains.

e Temporary sediment control: silt fence, fiber rolls,
gravel bags, street sweeping, sandbag barrier, and
temporary drainage inlet protection.

e Tracking control practices: temporary construction
entrance/exit and temporary construction roadway.

¢ Non-stormwater management: water conservation
practices, dewatering operations, paving, sealing,
sawcutting and grinding operations, vehicle and
equipment cleaning, vehicle and equipment fueling,
vehicle and equipment maintenance, pile driving
operations, concrete curing, and concrete finishing.

¢ Waste management and materials pollution control:
material delivery and storage, material use, stockpile
management, spill prevention and control, solid waste
management, concrete waste management sanitary
and septic waste management, and liquid waste
management.

Noise

Feature NOI-1

Idling of Internal Combustion Engines.
Unnecessary idling of internal combustion engines should
be strictly prohibited.

Noise

Feature NOI-2

Maintaining Internal Combustion Engines.

Equip all internal combustion engine-driven equipment
with intake and exhaust mufflers that are in good condition
and appropriate for the equipment.

Transportation
and Traffic

Feature TRA-1

Traffic Management Plan (TMP). A TMP will be
prepared in the design phase and implemented in
construction. The TMP will provide detour routes and
notification to emergency and medical providers in the
Project area of alternate access routes during temporary
closures.

Utilities and
Service Systems

Feature UTI-1

Trash Management. All food-related trash items such as
wrappers, cans, bottles, and food scraps would be
disposed of in closed containers and removed at least
once daily from the Project limits. A Trash Reduction
System would also be developed and implemented per
Caltrans NPDES Permit and San Francisco RWQCB
Cease and Desist Order.
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Project Feature

Resource Area
References

Project Feature

Notify Utility Owners of Construction Schedule to
Protect Utilities. All affected utility companies would be
Utilities and notified of construction schedules for Project work so that
. Feature UTI-2 i L : o
Service Systems they can relocate or provide special instructions for utility
protection if needed, and minimize disruption of utility

service.

2.6 NOBUILD ALTERNATIVE

The No Build Alternative would mean that the Project would not be constructed and there
would be no improvements to bicycle and pedestrian safety along this section of U.S. 101.
This Alternative does meet the purpose and need for the Project.

2.7 IDENTIFICATION OF A PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE

On August 12, 2020, the Project Development Team (PDT), consisting of staff from
Caltrans, Sonoma County Transportation Authority (SCTA), the City and City consultants,
met to identify a Preferred Alternative. After review of the two Project alternatives and
considering comments from outside agencies and the public, as well as input from the PDT
itself, the PDT identified the Edwards-Elliott Build Alternative as the Preferred Alternative.
Relevant factors that led to this identification include the following:

e Public comments received during the public comment period expressed stronger
support for the Edwards-Elliott Build Alternative over the Bear Cub Way Build
Alternative.

¢ Right of way is required from the Santa Rosa Junior College (SRJC) under both
alternatives. SRJC’s comment letter spoke to their support of the Edwards-Elliott Build
Alternative over the Bear Cub Way Build Alternative.

e The City, as the Project sponsor, supports the Edwards-Elliott Build Alternative, as
expressed by City Council unanimous support.

¢ Comments received from residents and business associated with the Edwards Avenue
neighborhood were noted and considered by the PDT. In some cases it was determined
that additional AMMs should be added to the Project (see AMM AES-4, AMM PUB-1,
and AMM TRA-1).

e Based on public comments potential user density is more concentrated at the Edwards-
Elliott Build Alternative than at the Bear Cub Way Build Alternative. Comments include
the SRJC’s future Student Housing Project at the southeast corner of Elliott Avenue and
Armory Drive, and SRJC'’s pilot program to promote pedestrian and bicycle usage on
Elliott Avenue as likely to contribute to the potential bicycle/pedestrian usage of
Edwards-Elliott Build Alternative. The Edwards-Elliott Build Alternative being in a more
active pedestrian area would generally increase user safety.

o The Edwards-Elliott Build Alternative is perceived to be closer to transportation hubs
and connects a greater number of major origins and destinations: SRJC, Coddingtown
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Mall, Coddingtown Transit Hub, Coddingtown Plaza Business Park and social services,
SMART Station, Mendocino Avenue, Kaiser Permanente Medical Center, and Sonoma
County Administrative Center than the Bear Cub Way Build Alternative.

o The Edwards-Elliott Build Alternative requires less right of way acquisition and has lower
construction costs ($27 million vs. $30 million) than the Bear Cub Way Alternative.

2.8 PERMITS AND APPROVALS NEEDED

There are no anticipated permits or approvals needed for the Project.
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CHAPTER 3 CEQA Evaluation

The following discussions evaluate potential environmental impacts of the Project, as
described in Chapter 2 as they relate to the CEQA checklist to comply with CEQA
Guidelines (Title 14 California Code of Regulations, Division 6, Chapter 3, Section 15091).

ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED:

As part of the scoping and environmental analysis carried out for the Project, the following
environmental issues were considered, but no adverse impacts were identified: agriculture
and forestry, energy, land use/planning, mineral resources, population/housing, public
services, recreation, and tribal cultural resources. The environmental factors checked below
in Table 3-1 would be potentially affected by the Project. Further analysis of these
environmental factors is included in the following sections.

Table 3-1:  Environmental Factors Potentially Affected

X | Aesthetics Agriculture and X Air Quality
Forestry
X Biological Resources X | Cultural Resources Energy
X | Geology/Soils X | Greenhouse Gas X Hazards and
Emissions Hazardous Materials
X Hydrology/Water Land Use/Planning Mineral Resources
Quality
X Noise Population/Housing Public Services
Recreation X | Transportation/Traffic Tribal Cultural
Resources
X | Utilities/Service X | Wildfire X Mandatory Findings
Systems of Significance
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DETERMINATION:

On the basis of this initial evaluation:

| find that the proposed Project COULD NOT have a significant effect on
the environment, and a NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

X | I'find that although the proposed Project could have a significant effect on
the environment, there will not be a significant effect in this case because
revisions in the project have been made by or agreed to by the project
proponent. A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

| find that the proposed Project MAY have a significant effect on the
environment, and an ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is
required.

| find that the proposed Project MAY have a “potentially significant impact”
or “potentially significant unless mitigated” impact on the environment, but
at least one effect 1) has been adequately analyzed in an earlier document
pursuant to applicable legal standards, and 2) has been addressed by
mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis as described on
attached sheets. An ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required, but
it must analyze only the effects that remain to be addressed.

| find that although the proposed Project could have a significant effect on
the environment, because all potentially significant effects (a) have been
analyzed adequately in an earlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION
pursuant to applicable standards, and (b) have been avoided or mitigated
pursuant to that earlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION, including
revisions or mitigation measures that are imposed upon the proposed
Project, nothing further is required

Signature:  Jpfobance Brant Date: 02/08/2021

Printed Name: Melanie Brent
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CEQA ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST

This checklist (presented at the beginning of each resource section below in the form of a
table listing the pertinent questions applicable to the resource and four columns of check
boxes where the degree of impact is indicated) identifies physical, biological, social, and
economic factors that might be affected by the Project. In many cases, background studies
performed in connection with the Project indicate that there are no impacts to a particular
resource. A “no impact” answer in the last column reflects this determination. The words
"significant" and "significance" used throughout the checklist are related to CEQA impacts.
The questions in this form are intended to encourage the thoughtful assessment of impacts
and do not represent thresholds of significance.

As noted previously, Project Features, which may include both design elements of this
project and standardized measures that are applied to all or most Caltrans projects, such as
BMPs and measures included in the Standard Plans and Specifications or as Standard
Special Provisions, are considered to be an integral part of the project and are considered
prior to any significance determinations. A list of the Project’s Project Features, AMMSs, and
MMs can be reviewed in the Environmental Commitments Record in Appendix B.
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AESTHETICS
Potentially L'ess. '!'han Less Than
i Significant Significant Significant No
Would the Project: Igm " with Igm " Impact
P Mitigation P

a) Have a substantial adverse effect
on a scenic vista? X
b) Substantially damage scenic
resources, including, but not limited to,
trees, rock outcroppings, and historic X
buildings within a state scenic
highway?

¢) In non-urbanized areas,
substantially degrade the existing
visual character or quality of public
views of the site and its surroundings?
(Public views are those that are
experienced from a publicly accessible X
vantage point). If the project is in an
urbanized area, would the project
conflict with applicable zoning and
other regulations governing scenic
quality?

d) Create a new source of substantial
light or glare which would adversely

affect day or nighttime views in the X
area?

Earthview Sciences prepared a Visual Impact Analysis for the Project in October 2019. The
findings of this analysis are presented herein.

The character of either Build Alternative would be largely compatible with the existing visual
character of the Project vicinity. The Project would introduce urban elements that generally
complement the existing landscape. From U.S. 101, the Project would introduce a new
overcrossing structure with a large-scale concrete form, strong horizontal lines, vertical
columns, and hardscape textures that would be highly compatible with existing bridge forms
already visible from the highway.

Either Build Alternative would create some change in character to their surroundings. Many
viewers that would have substantial views of the Project already have substantial views of
the highway corridor to which the new overcrossing would be visually compatible. Other
viewers would only have views of the Project tower or pylon tips. The Project tower would
be taller in scale than most surrounding structures and would introduce strong vertical lines
and hardscape. However, because the tower would narrow toward the top and would be a
relatively light color, it would not dominate views. Either Build Alternative would require tree
removal that would alter the character of views. Vegetation removal would be greater for the
Edwards-Elliott Build Alternative than the Bear Cub Way Build Alternative. Overall,
character compatibility would be moderate for the Edwards-Elliott Build Alternative and
moderately high for the Bear Cub Way Build Alternative.
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a) Less than Significant Impact

The Project would be visible from U.S. 101, a City designated a scenic highway. However,
both Build Alternatives would have a low permanent visual impact from U.S. 101 with the
incorporation of AMMs AES-1, AES-2, and AES-3. The Project would not be visible from
any other scenic vista points within Santa Rosa including City parks. Project elements may
be visible from scenic vistas on hills east of Santa Rosa including Spring Lake Park or
Trione-Annadel State Park but, if visible, Project elements would be a small part of a large
urban vista and blend in with the highway corridor.

b) No Impact
The Project is neither located along nor visible from a state scenic highway. Therefore, it
would not substantially damage scenic resources, including, but not limited to, trees, rock

outcroppings, and historic buildings within a state scenic highway.

c) Less than Significant Impact

The Project would not substantially degrade the existing visual character or quality of public
view of the site and its surroundings. The Project would be compatible with the existing
visual character despite temporary construction activities (refer to Figures 3.0-1 to 3.0-3).
The Project includes AMM AES-4 to allow public input during the design phase and ensure
continued coordination between the City and its Design Review Board.

The construction of the Project for both Build Alternatives would require tree removal,
clearing and grubbing of existing vegetation. The Edwards-Elliott Avenue Build Alternative
would require the removal of approximately seven mature trees on the SRJC property along
Elliott Avenue and removal of a small number of saplings along Edwards Avenue. The Bear
Cub Way Build Alternative would require the removal of five mature trees on the east side of
U.S. 101 in the parking lot adjacent to Armory Drive. However, with implementation of
Project Features AES-1 and AES-2 in Table 2-1 and AMM AES-1, the Project would be
consistent with the City’s tree ordinance and would result in a less than significant impact.
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KEY VIEWPOINT (KVP) 1 — From U.S. 101 northbound toward Edwards-Elliott Alternative.

KEY VIEWPOINT (KVP) 1 — Simulated view of Edwards-Elliott Alternative from U.S. 101 northbound.

EDWARDS-ELLIOTT BUILD ALTERNATIVE - U.S. 101 NB FIGURE 3.0-2




KEY VIEWPOINT (KVP) 2 — From U.S. 101 southbound toward Bear Cub Way Alternative.

KEY VIEWPOINT (KVP) 2 — Simulated view of Bear Cub Way Alternative from U.S. 101 southbound.

BEAR CUB WAY BUILD ALTERNATIVE - U.S. 101 SB FIGURE 3.0-3




Chapter 3 CEQA Evaluation

d) Less than Significant Impact

The Project would not create a new source of substantial light or glare. Once constructed,
the Project would have lights in the overcrossing railings and at touchdown areas and
approaches that would be directed toward the bicycle/pedestrian path. On the west side of
the Bear Cub Way Build Alternative, the Project would install minimal pathway lighting
through the trees located along the at-grade pathway connecting the touchdown to Range
Avenue. The character of nighttime views from surrounding areas would not be substantially
affected under either Build Alternative. With AMM AES-2, tower(s) would be lit by dark sky
friendly lighting. During construction, some work would occur at night. With Project Feature
AES-3, in Table 2-1, lighting associated with construction activities would be temporary,
directed toward the work area, and would not constitute a substantial new permanent
source of light.

Avoidance and Minimization Measures

Aesthetic AMMs would be implemented to reduce potential effects on environmental
resources. These measures would include minimizing the area of impact to the maximum
extent feasible.

AMM AES-1 Landscaping.

New tree planting and landscaping would occur around the Project where feasible and be
included in the Project contract plans. For the Edwards-Elliott Build Alternative, landscaping
on the SRJC campus would occur adjacent to the Project area.

AMM AES-2 Aesthetic Treatments

The Project contract plans shall include the following aesthetic treatments:

¢ Retaining walls would have decorative texturing, patterning, coloring, and/or be
landscaped “green” walls

e Project color palette would be complementary to surrounding natural context
e Anti-graffiti coating on retaining walls

e Safety fencing would maximize visual transparency

¢ Lighting of tower(s) would be dark sky friendly

AMM AES-3 Tower Location.
Tower(s) would be located on east side of U.S. 101 to avoid blocking views of small
businesses and their signage along Cleveland Avenue from U.S. 101.

AMM AES-4 Public Outreach Plan

In partnership with Caltrans and SCTA, the City will develop a public outreach plan for the
Project design phase to ensure the City receives community input on the design and
aesthetics of the Project, which may include but would not be limited to the following:
hosting community meetings, meeting with affected businesses and residents, conducting
community assessments, hosting design charrettes, and other related public outreach
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Chapter 3 CEQA Evaluation

efforts. In addition, the City will continue to consult with its Design Review Board during the
design phase to ensure that Santa Rosa remains attractive and maintains a sense of place
which is unique to Santa Rosa.
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Chapter 3 CEQA Evaluation

AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY RESOURCES

Potentially L.ess. '!'han Less Than
i Significant Significant Significant No
Would the Project: Igm " with Igm ot Impact
P Mitigation P

a) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique
Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide
Importance (Farmland), as shown on the
maps prepared pursuant to the Farmland X
Mapping and Monitoring Program of the
California Resources Agency, to non-
agricultural use?

b) Conflict with existing zoning for
agricultural use, or a Williamson Act X
contract?

c) Conflict with existing zoning for, or
cause rezoning of, forest land (as defined
in Public Resources Code section
12220(g)), timberland (as defined by
Public Resources Code section 4526), or
timberland zoned Timberland Production
(as defined by Government Code section
51104(g))?

d) Result in the loss of forest land or
conversion of forest land to non-forest X
use?

e) Involve other changes in the existing
environment which, due to their location
or nature, could result in conversion of
Farmland, to non-agricultural use or
conversion of forest land to non-forest
use?

The Project is in an area designated as Urban and Built-Up land by the California
Department of Conservation, Division of Land Resources Protection-Farmland Mapping and
Monitoring Program (California Department of Conversation 2016)."

a-e) No Impact

The proposed Build Alternatives would not convert farmland or forest land or be in conflict
with existing timberland zoning as there are none of these land uses within the Project area.

' California Department of Conservation. California Important Farmland Finder. Accessed November 4,
2019. https://maps.conservation.ca.qov/DLRP/CIFF/
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Chapter 3 CEQA Evaluation

AIR QUALITY

Potentially | °55TMaM | ) oss Than
Significant Significant Significant No
Would the Project: ignitican with 'gnitican Impact
Impact e e Impact
Mitigation

a) Conflict with or obstruct
implementation of the applicable air X
quality plan?

b) Result in a cumulatively
considerable net increase of any
criteria pollutant for which the project
region is non- attainment under an
applicable federal or state ambient air
quality standard?

c) Expose sensitive receptors to
substantial pollutant concentrations?

d) Result in other emissions (such as
those leading to odors) adversely
affecting a substantial number of
people?

lllingworth & Rodkin, Inc. prepared a Construction Air Pollutants and Greenhouse Gas
Emissions Analysis in March 2019. The findings of this analysis are presented herein.

a) No Impact

Construction activities would not be in conflict with an air quality plan. There would be no
impact.

b.c) Less than Significant Impact

The Project is exempt from having to do an air quality conformity determination under 40
Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 93.126 as the construction of bicycle and pedestrian
facilities are exempt from federal air quality State Implementation Plan (SIP) conformity
requirements. The Project would be required to comply with Caltrans Standard Specification
14-9, Air Quality, which requires compliance with air-pollution control rules, regulations,
ordinances, and statutes that apply in the Project area.

The air quality emissions would be associated with demolition of the existing uses within the
Project area and construction of the new bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure. Table 3-2
shows average daily construction emissions of reactive organic gases (ROG), nitrogen
oxides (NOx), particulate matter with aerodynamic diameter of less than 10 micrometers
(PM10), and smaller particulate matter less than 2.5 micrometers in diameter (PM.5) during
construction of the Project. Other construction air pollutants are expected to be minimal to
negligible.
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Chapter 3 CEQA Evaluation

Table 3-2: Construction Period Emissions

. PM1o PM2s

Scenario ROG NOx Exhaust | Exhaust
Edwards-Elliott Alignment Alternative
Total Construction Emissions (tons) 1.24 11.80 0.49 0.45
Average Daily Emissions (pounds/day) 5.34 50.86 2.11 1.94
Bear Cub Alignment Alternative

Total Construction Emissions (tons) 1.25 11.84 0.50 0.45
Average Daily Emissions (pounds/day) 5.40 51.03 2.16 1.94
BAAQMD Thresholds 54.0 54.0 82.0 54.0
(pounds per day)
Source: lllingworth & Rodkin, Inc. Construction Air Pollutants and Greenhouse Gas Emissions Analysis.

March 15, 2019.

The Project would comply with the BAAQMD published CEQA Air Quality Guidelines
identified in Project Feature AIR-1, AIR-2, and AIR-3, in Table 2-1.

With the incorporation of Project Feature AIR-1, AIR-2, and AIR-3 and the Caltrans
Standard Specification 14-9, Air Quality, the Project would have a less than significant
impact.

d) No Impact

Construction activities would not generate emissions resulting in excessive odors. There
would be no impact.

2 BAAQMD construction emission thresholds are based on average daily emissions of 54 pounds for
ROG, NOx and PM2.5, and 82 pounds for PM10 exhaust.
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Chapter 3 CEQA Evaluation

BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES

Potentially L.ess' Than Less Than
i Significant | Si9nificant | ;o ificant | NO
Would the project: Igm - with iqm " Impact
P Mitigation P

a) Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or
through habitat modifications, on any species
identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special status
species in local or regional plans, policies, or X
regulations, or by the California Department of Fish
and Wildlife, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, or NOAA
Fisheries?

b) Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian
habitat or other sensitive natural community identified
in local or regional plans, policies, regulations or by X
the California Department of Fish and Wildlife or U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service?

c) Have a substantial adverse effect on state or
federally protected wetlands (including, but not
limited to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc