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Welcome to Caltrans!
Caltrans, or the State of California Department of Transportation, is a state 
agency with the primary job to build and maintain California’s many highways, 
roads, and waterways. Caltrans is the state’s second largest agency, with team 
members working in every corner of California; all with the same goal of making 
our highways better and safer for travel.

When you see construction work being done on our highways, or see highway 
maintenance workers in their distinctive orange safety gear repairing roadways, 
you may think that is all Caltrans team members do. But we do so much more 
and we hope this activity book will show you how we service not only highways, 
bridges, and waterways by making them safer for travelers, but we also protect 
the environment. 

Please remember to be safe and watch for our Caltrans team members when 
you travel. And don’t be afraid to give them a friendly wave!
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California Caltrans Districts

1. White
2. Beige
3. Orange
4. Gray
5. Brown
6. Blue
7. Green
8. Red
9. Pink
10. Black
11. Yellow
12. Purple

Color the Districts
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California may not be the biggest state by 
the space it occupies, but it is the largest 
state by population. Almost 40 million people 
call California home and everyone needs 
to get around! Caltrans is divided into 12 
regional districts. Over 20,000 Caltrans 
employees are committed to making our 
highways, bridges, and waterways better 
and safer for travel. 
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The California Poppy (Eschscholzia californica) is the perfect state flower for 
California. When it blooms it is often called “A cup of gold,” an appropriate 
comparison to gold that was discovered in our state in 1848. While California 
poppies can be found throughout our state, they can be grown in many other 
places in the world too! In the spring, it’s not unusual to see poppies alongside 
the state’s highways.

California Poppy
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California Quail
The California quail (Callipepla californica), also known as the California valley 
quail or simply Valley quail, is the state bird of California. It’s a small bird that 
spends most of its time on the ground in a family called a covey. California 
quails do not migrate so when you see a covey of quails once, expect to see 
it again! Keep an eye out for quail coveys as you travel Highway 49 through 
Gold Rush towns like Coloma, where James Marshall first discovered gold on 
January 24, 1848.
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The California redwood (Sequoia sempervirens) is the state tree of California. 
Once common throughout the Northern Hemisphere, today they are only 
found along the Pacific Coast of the United States. Many of these trees are 
preserved in state and national parks and forests. Coast redwoods are the 
tallest trees in the world, reaching well over 300 feet or the size of a building 
30 stories or higher. Several of California’s highways travel through impressive 
stands of these magnificent tress, particularly Highway 101 along California’s 
northern coast. 

California Redwood
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Connect the Dots

Tic-Tac-Toe
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Adopt-A-Highway
Program
Color the picture below:

Keeping our highways, roadways, and waterways free from trash is something 
everyone can do in their own neighborhood. But with over 50,000 miles of 
highway and freeway lanes, it can be tough to keep up! Individuals, families, 
organizations and businesses can help by participating in Caltrans’ Adopt-A-
Highway program by removing litter, planting and establishing tree seedlings 
and wildflowers, or removing graffiti. 
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Transportation Art
Program

Did you know that Caltrans has its very own art program? Our program not 
only includes art such as murals and sculptures, but also art formed by tiles and 
orchards! What kind of art would you create if you had a large space along a 
highway? Maybe a mural?

Create your own mural on the wall under this structure.
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Match Game
Can you match each safety item with its name?
The first has been done for you as an example.

Work Boot

Safety Glasses

Face Shield

Earmuffs

Hard Hat

Glove
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Word Search
Can you find the words listed below?

Word Scramble
Can you unscramble the words listed below?
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Can you match the sign/symbol 
with the correct definition?

At a crosswalk this means?
A. Raise your right hand
B. Wait
C. Give me five

This sign/symbol means?
A. Slippery when wet or frosty
B. Snakes following car
C. Please drive crooked

This odd looking sign means?
A. Turn around and go home
B. Do a back-flip
C. No “U” turn

This sign indicates that:
A. There’s a hitchhiker ahead
B. There’s a flag-person ahead
C. Waving is prohibited

(Answers are given below.)

1. B
2. A
3. C
4. B
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START

END

ROADWORK AHEAD MAZE
Help the car make it to the end of the maze.

Roadwork Ahead Maze
Can you drive the car to the end?



job#4324 (1-22)

C
ut along line and

 hang on refrigerator.


