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. FO?. C.~"'. :\YL!'} OU1' r:.~.T:::C·i~;.L ?OLIC'! RELATI'.fE ~·o CO:·;·:?.CL OF 

Otf1.'DCC~ ;l.~fi.':.-~~TIST::G I] ..:.3:::-..:.s -~~JAC~~ i':I' TO Ti:;.:; N.J.'i':o;; ,~L SYSTE:.r 

OF IIITI!::\S'I,;..::;: ~~.!·;D DE:'Ei·iS:C: EIG:.~·:AYS AirD 'I':iC: ?EDE:\AL-~.ID 


PRDLA..':{Y SYSJ:':;.! . 

THIS AGJ.:::~~·7.i:T r.-t'1de and e:1tered into this 15th .. 
day of February , 19 6$ , by and bet·,.;een the U!1i ted 

States of P~e~i~a ~e~resented by the Se~~eta~y of T~anspor-

t . .... . .. d t' h ~ · ""' d 1 t.r• .. • • • • . ~t a ~on a~:.-!.~:.~ oy an nroug .... ne r e era_ ....~gm·ray .:.:-.c.:.un~_ s"t;:ra ...or, 

and the State of Californ_ia, re~resented by the Di:re~tor of 


Pu'f?lic Her::~, ~eferred to herein as the State , ,.;i tr.esset!1: 


WHEREAS, the State is authorized by Se~tion 5288.5~ of 

the Business and ?rofessions Code of the State of Calif ornia 

to enter into agr·e ~=:r.ents i·ri th the Secretary of Tra:1sportation 

on behalf of the State of California to COU19ly i·ri th Title I 

of the Hig:1i;ay 3ea'..ltifi~ation Act of 1965; and 

WHEP~.S, Se~tion 13l(d) of Title 23, United States Code, 


provides fer agreement betl>reen the Se~retary cf T:-a.nsporta­

tion and the se~rel.~al States to deterr:tine the size, lighti!'lg; 


and spacing cf signs, displays, a::d ·devi~es, consistero.t ,.;ith 


customary u~e, whi~h may be ere~te~ and maintained within 


(_66o feet) of the neewres t edge o!' the rie;ht-·:;f-~·:ay i'ii thin 

areas ad.:a~e!'l t to the I:1ters tate a~d pri::.:!..:-y syste::ts ~·:h.ich 

are zoned i!'ldustrial or eon~er~ial under a~thority of Stat~ 

lau or in unzoned ~or...~ercia.l or indus t:-i.?.l areas, i·:hich 

areas are also to be deter~ined by agree~9:1t; and 
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cacry out t;le pr:;v:i..sion.:; of Se~ ticn 131 of 'l'i tle 23 , TJr:~ ted 

States Cod·~ , and the iiaticnal pol.i. -:~· in crC::er to continue 

to re~eive the full a.-:lount of all Feder:..l-.::!.id :-!.i.£h­

way f~nds to be apportioned to su~h State en or a ft er 

Janua ry 1, 1968, under se~tion 10!~ of Title 23, United Stat~s 

Code; a~d 

vlHERE..4.S, the State of. California and the FeC:eral Eigh•:ra:r 

· Adciinistra~o!" e!'ltered into an agree~ent dated t•:ay 29, 2.965, 

whereby the State agreed to ~ontrol the ere~tion and mai~tenance 

of. outdoor ad·.rertising signs, displays, and de•ri~es in areas . . 

adjacer1t to ~:1e national Syste:.t of Interstate and Defense 

High•:!ays in accordan~e \·ri th the provisions of Secticn 131 

:·of Title 23, United State~ Code," and the national sta~dards 
) 

\ as in e!'fect on June 30, 1965; and 

WHEREAS, Section 13l(j) of Title 23, United States Code, 

!provides that ~ State shall be entitled to continue to receive 
·, 

ithe _bonus paywents as set forth in said agree~ent of z.-ray 29, 

1965, provided the State maintains the control required under 

such agree:::.e~t or the control required by Section 131, \>thich­

ever control- is stricter; and 

WHER~~S, the State of. California desires to imple~ent 

and car;:y out the stricter provisions in order to continue 

to receive payment of the one- half of one percent 

increase 1~ the Federal s~are payable for any 

project on the Interstate syste:.1 ·.dthin the State. 

· ·-··-·· 
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NOW THE~EFO~~, th~ parti e3 h ere t o do nut ually aGr ee a : 

follO\·: s : · 

SEC'J.'I OH I. C!:::?I I:ITI0:'T3 

A. The tern "A~ t " mear.s Se~tic:1 131 of Title 23, United 

States Code, ~or:u:-.only referred t o a s Title I of t he Hight·ray 

Beautifica tion A~t of 1965. 

B. Com.rner~ial or ind.us t ri·al z~ne rr.eans an area zoned 

under authority of State la·..r for industrial or ~or::mer~ial 

purposes . The nature of the zone Hill be deterwined. by the 

provisions of the ordinan~e or other statute establishi ng 

the zone ; 

c. "Sign" means any outdoor sign, light, display, devi~e, 

figure, painting, drat.·ring_, message, pla~ard, poster, billboard, 

e· 	 or other thing \'lhich is designed, intended, or used to adver­

tise or inform, any part of · the advertising or infornati 1re 

contents of i·rhi~h is visible from any place on the main­
; traveled r::ay of the Interstate or Federal-aid prir:'.ary hight·ra.y •. 

D. Erect means to construct, build, raise, assemble, 

place, affix, atta~h, create, paint, drai·r, or in any other 

wa.y brir..~ into beir..g or establish, but it shall not include 

any of the foregoing activities t·1hen performed as an in~ident 

to the change of advertistng message or custo~a.ry maintenance 

or repair of a sign or sign stru~ture. 

E. r.-tain-tra v·eled \·i!!.y I:'l.eans the traveled 't·ray of a highi·:ay 

on 1-thi~h throu~h traffic is carried. In the case of a divided 
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for traffic in op_?osi: E: c..:. r~ :: tions is a r:!a.in- t:caveled. t·:~.y . 

It does not in=lude Du= h fa~ilities a s frontage roa~J, 

rzr.ps, au:-:iliarj· lanes , p~tr:-:i:!; areas, or s~ou ld.e~s. 

F. Free~~Y nea~s a digided arterial high~ay for through 

traffic Hi tr: fu~~ =(mtro1. of a=cess a·-vi ;·:i. t~ grade separa­

· tions at inter~~ctio~s. 

SECTIOH II. SCOPE OF AG::tz:::~.s~~T 

A. This Agree::-.e~t shall apply to the follo;'lir..g areas:(]) 
T~e portion of industrial or cor.t.nercial zones located "·:ithin 

660 feet~ of' the nearest edge of the r:ight- of-•.-:ay of the 

:Interstate Sy:ster.1 and the primary systen ~·ri thin the State 

of California from \·thich the copy of outdoor advertising 

signs, displa~rs and devices· may be visible from the main­e· ("=:\ ' ~ •.', ::. - • ..; ) ' .; J I F
traveled ''iay of said syste::t.• 

B. This Agree~ent shall apply only to the follm·Iina; signs: 
. . 

All signs '·iith copy visible from the main-traveled t·iay and 

erected in the areas described in paragraph. A abo~re, except 

that it does not ap9ly to directional and other official 

signs and notices that are in compliance idth the national 

standards; signs, displays or devices advertisin3 the sale 

or lease of the property upon Hhich they are lo=ated; a!'ld 

signs, displays or devices advertising activities conducted 

·on the prope~ty on· which they are located; all as per~itted 

under Secticn 13l(c) of Title 23, Uni:e1 States Code. 

C. Since e:dsting State la.•..r has encou~aged the zoning 

·· ·~ of all areas· of the State or California, there eve~tu~lly 
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'\·rill be no unzonsd a::·e::ts in tn~ Sta-:~ . 

n t:'.C-!•. 7.'"' ri~-".:n"" 11 U"'"'- 1"'""-~ l',..., riu ~ ;..,.•f ~l Or ,......,,,. .... -.,.. .... ~a1 ~ ·,.no ~ r_1 ...,-_, \...oi.C..!.. ~ 1 -:::: .J.'-'.....J .. ,t.;.- ~4...4 - '-'- _c;;.. "v. .-.~~- -..!..c _ e.* .. ~.:'... II 

as part o~ this 1-..e;re-:::::·=n t and suc'h fe.ilure to define th~.t 

phrase sh~ll not affect the el~8ibility of the St~:e to 

receive the ~ull ar:iour-t of all Federal-a:.d h:.E;h':!ay ~u:1ds to 

be apportioned to the Stat2 on or a:'ter January 1, 1968., 

under Section l04 of Title 23, United States Ce-de.- As to 

the portions of ~he State t·rhich cu~rently are still unzoned, 

the State ~~d the Secretary ot Transportation sh~ll enter 

into a temporary agree:::!ent concernin5 signs placed \·ri thin 

those fet·r re::1.ote areas of the State 1·rhich are not as yet 

zoned. 

SECTIOr! III. STATE CON':'ROL 

The State hereby agree.s that, in all areas -:'ii thin 'the· 

\ scope of this Agre~ent, the State shall effectively control, 
! 
\ Or cause to be controlled, the erection of all· outdoor 
. . 
;advertising signs .s d~splays, and devices ~·rithin the scope. . .. 
of this Agreement in accordance \•ri th the follm·ring cri tel'"ia: 

Such signs, displays and devices shall be erected ·only in 

corr~ercial or industrial zones and shall conforn to the 

follm·rin£ criteria: 

A. General Prohibitions 


The follm·ring signs shall not be permitted: 


l~ Signs i·Thich i!':'i tate or resemble any official 

traffic sign, sisnal, or device • . ..- - ·- ........ -- .. 


5 ­



·. 
other n~tural featu res. 

· 3. .Signs t·rhich are e!'ecte:i in si..:~!l a r:1a.r::1~!' as to 

obstruct, or otherwi Ee physically ~nterfere with a, ~fficial 
. . 

traffic sign, signal, or device, or to obstruct or physically 

interfere i':i th the vision of d=-ivers in a;n)roaching, r.-.erging 

or inte~secti~g t=-a~fic. 

· B. Size of Signs 

Signs shall not 'be erected i·rhich exceed a rr.a:-:i::~um of 

1200 square feet in area ·Hi th ma;d.mum height of 25 feet and 

max.ir.1.um length of 60 feet, including. border a!!d trim and 

excluding base or apron supports and other structu!'al me~oers. 

' These -restrictions shall apply to ea~h facing o~ an ad~er-

tising display and t'\·ro advertising displays not excee~:.ng 

' 350 squa=-e feet each oay be erected in a single "facing".
I 

\ 
 C. Snacin.gI 

: 
\ 

1. In .addition to complying ~-;i th the general spacing. . ., 
:provisions of this paragra?h, signs shall be erected in .com­

mercial or _industrial zones only ~~thin 1000 feet, measured 

·along both sides of the high~·:ay in each direction, from the 

nearest edge· of a commercial or industrial building or 

activity as det·ernuned b:t the State. 

· All measureillents shall be fron the oute!' edge of the 

cormnerci'al or industrial building or activity and shall be 

along or parallel to the pav-enc:nt of :he hig~t·iay. 
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Should &11 co~~er~ial or i~d ust:lal acti'llties ~dthin 

1000 feet of the siBn cea~~, !'C::'.OVe 

l':ithin ~ive years fol1o•::in; s'.lch cessc:ttion. 

2. General sp~ci~s ?revisi ons: 

a. On all Interstate hi~h~..iays and :pr::.r:~:t r:r 

freeways: There must be at least 500 feet between si£n 

structures on the sa::~e side of the high~·1ay. 

b. On Interstate hie;h~·iays located outside of 

incorp~rated cities and pri~ary free~ays located. outside of 

incorporated cities: No sign structure is per!iii t ted r.·ri thin 

500· feet of an intercha:13e or i:ltersection at grade or safety 

roadside rest area . Such distances shall be measured along 

the highHay from the sign structure to the nearest point of . 
beginning or ending of pavement '\·rideni.ng at. the exi. t fror.1. or 

I 

·: entrance to tne main- traveled ·uay. 

c. On nonfree~·:ay primary high':·rays located outside 

\. of incorporated cities: There must be at least 300 feet 
i 
:bet\'reen sign structures on the sa.'::e side of such high\·ray. 

d. On nonfree'\·ray prir..ary higr.Mays located in 

·incorporated cities: There must be at least 100 feet bet~·reen 

sign structures en the sar.te side of such high\·ra~r. 

3.· These spacing provisions do not apply to signs 

separated by buildings or othsr obstructions in such . a 

manner that only one sign located 1·ri. thin the abo·.;e s?acing 

~ .distances is visible from the high~-ray at any one ~.~me . The 

- minimtu:l dista:~ce bet\·reen signs she.ll be measured alon~ the 
~Jt-·-· ---· 
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• 4. This se~tio!1 does not prevent pla~ing of "doub le­

caximum of bio sic~s per ea~h fa~i!'!g. 

5. Directional and other offi~ial sig:1s a:1d noticesr 

signs, dis,lays and devices advertisin; the sale or lease of 

the property upon '·rhi~h they are . located; and signs, dis­
. . 

plays· and devices advertising acti~nties conducted on the 
. 

property on '·rhich they are located or produ~ts sold on the 

p~e~ises; all as defined in Se~tion 13l(c) of Title 23,
I 

United. States Code, shall not be co~~ted nor shall measure­

ments be made from the~ for the purpose of determining 

compliance liith spacing provisions. 

E. Lightin,s 

Signs shall not be placed with ill~ination that inter­

feres l'rith the effe~tiveness of, or obscures any official 
; 

traffic sign, device or signal; shall not include or be 

illuminated by flashing, intermittent or moving lights 

(except that part necessary to give public service inforiita­
. 

tion such as time, date, temperature, \'leather o~~ similar 

inform~tipn); shall not cause bea.-:1s or ray's of light to be 

directed at the traveled way if such light is of such 

inter.sity or brilliance as to cause glare or ·impair the . 

· · vision of a."ly driver, or to interfere \'rith any driver's 

· Operation of a illotor vehi~le •... : 
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F. Annli~ :1o tion to E:o:i. stin~ SL:;:1s 

• 
 Theostandnrds a:1d ~ritcria o:set forth in this S~:tion III 

shall apply to sizns erc~ted in ~o~~ercial and industrial zones 

on or oafte r January 1, 1968. Si:;;:1s la\·rfu1ly ere~ ted in cornme!'"­

cial and industrial zones prior to January 1, 1968, will be 

considered to be ~onforming to the standards c:..nd ~riteria and 

will not be required to be removed if they are in conformity 

with the laus relating to such signs enacted by the California 
I 

Legislature and in effect at the time. 

SECTIOti IV. REGULATIONS APPLIC;.\.BLE TO BONUS 
SEm•IEHTS OF INTERSTATE HIG!--:':!AYS 

It is mutually agreed that the Agreement heretofore 

enter<ed into bet\o:een the United States of America. and the 

State, date'd Hay 29, 1965, and de.signoa.ted "Agreement for 

Carrying Out the National Policy Relative to Advertising 

Adjacent to the National System of Interstate and Defense 

Bigh;iayso" is to remain in full force and effect after the 

exe~ution of this Agreement. To the extent that any pro­

vision or provisions of this Agree~ent are in confli~t with 

any provision or provisions of the aforeoentioned Agreement, 

the provision or provision3 Hhich result in stricter sign 

controls snall prevail. 

SECTIOH V. INTERP~ETATIOli 

The provisions contained herein shall constitute the 

acceptable standards for effective cont~ol of signs, d~s-
0 

• • -- ­ plays and devices \ori thin the scope of this Agree:aent. 
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-----------------------------------------

: • .,.. , • # 

... .. i . ..·. . ··.""' 

• ·.
Nothing cont~in~d herein shall be co~str~ed to abrcsat~ 

or prohibit the St~tc or any subdi'lision cf the State frcn 

exercising a greater dezree of coutrol of outdoor adv:rtisin5 

signs, displays and devices th~~ that required or conteupla.ted 

by the A~t or from adopti:1g sta.~da.rcis t·ihich are :.1ore re~tri~-

ti ve in controlling outdoor ac'rertisi:lg signs, display~ and 

. de\~ce5 than the provisions of this Agreement . 

In th~ . event the pro~:sions of the Act are a~e~dej ~y 

subsequent a~tion of Congress, or the provisions of the 

California Outdoor Advertising Act are a~ended by subsequent 

action of the California Legislature, the parties reserve 

the right to renegotiate this Agreement or to modify it to 

conform l·Ti th any amendment. · 

IN 'VIITNESS \·IHEREO? the parties hereto have executed the 
.....3 ...... 1 -: ...Agreement as of r ::.·J - ,. .•• --• 

., 

STATE OF··.CALIFORNIA UNITED STATES OF .A:·SRICA 
DEPA..tt;6·1Er·1T OF PUBLIC ~-TORKS SECRETARY 0? TRA!TS?O.RTATION . 

'BY'~.~ /f"", .e-~-.-J--!/
/ Federal liigh;.;a:,.· Ad.rninis~ra~or 

· ··-···---··
-.- ... • 
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