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EXHIBIT 1.2: DEFINITION OF TERMS 

Unless specifically indicated otherwise, the following descriptions and defini-
tions of terms apply throughout Volume 2 of the Environmental Handbook. 

Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP): an independent federal 
agency, which advises the President and Congress on historic preservation is-
sues and administers the provisions of Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act. 

Area of Potential Effects (APE): the area, or areas, within which an undertak-
ing may cause changes in the character or use of historic properties, should any 
be present.  

California Historical Landmark (CHL): an official state list of properties of 
statewide significance designated under provisions of the Public Resources 
Code by the State Historical Resources Commission. Also called State Historic 
Landmark (SHL). 

California Register of Historical Resources (California Register): a state 
list to be used as an authoritative guide to identify the state's historical re-
sources and to indicate what properties are to be protected, to the extent 
prudent and feasible, from substantial adverse change. 

Cultural resource: any tangible or observable evidence of past human activ-
ity, regardless of significance, found in direct association with a geographic 
location, including tangible properties possessing intangible traditional cultural 
values. 

Determination of eligibility: a finding that a property meets the eligibility cri-
teria for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places, although not 
actually listed, and is afforded the same protection under Section 106 as a 
listed property; resources determined eligible for listing in the California Reg-
ister by the State Historical Resources Commission are afforded similar 
consideration under CEQA.  

Historic property: in federal law, a district, site, building, structure, or object 
significant in American history, architecture, engineering, archaeology, or cul-
ture at the national, state, or local level, that has integrity, and that meets the 
National Register criteria. 

Historical resource: in state law, any object, building, structure, site, area, 
place, record, or manuscript found to be historically or archaeologically sig-
nificant, or significant in other specific aspects of California life, and that 
meets the California Register criteria.  
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EXHIBIT 1.3: ABBREVIATIONS  

ACHP   Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (also abbreviated as 
“Council”) 

ADI   Area of Direct Impact 

AE    Adverse Effect 

AER   Archaeological Evaluation Report 

AIRFA  American Indian Religious Freedom Act 

APE   Area of Potential Effects 

ARPA   Archaeological Resources Protection Act 

ASR   Archaeological Survey Report  

BEPS   Built Environment Preservation Services Branch 

BIA   Bureau of Indian Affairs  

BLM   Bureau of Land Management 

CARIDAP California Archaeological Resource Identification and Data 
Acquisition Program 

CCR   California Code of Regulations 

CE    Categorical Exemption 

CEQA   California Environmental Quality Act 

CSO   Cultural Studies Office 

CFR   Code of Federal Regulations  

CHL   California Historical Landmark 

CHRIS  California Historical Resources Inventory System 

DEA   Division of Environmental Analysis 

DEBC   District Environmental Branch Chief 

DNAC   District Native American Coordinator  

DPR   Department of Parks and Recreation 

DRP   Data Recovery Plan 

EBC   Environmental Branch Chief  

E.O.   Executive Order 

EIR/EIS  Environmental Impact Report/Environmental Impact Study 

ESA   Environmentally Sensitive Area  
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EXHIBIT 1.4: HISTORIC PRESERVATION LAWS AND 
REGULATIONS: A SUMMARY  

FEDERAL LAWS AND REGULATIONS 

Federal Law 

Compliance with the following federal statutory laws and regulations is re-
quired on all transportation projects with federal involvement, which includes 
funding, licensing, and issuing of permits.  

Historic Sites Act of 1935 (16 U.S.C. 461 et seq) 

Under this act, Congress established a national policy to preserve for public 
use historic sites, buildings, and objects of national significance for the inspira-
tion and benefit of the people of the United States. This act authorized the 
Historic American Building Survey (HABS), the Historic American Engineer-
ing Record (HAER), the National Survey of Historic Sites, the establishment 
of National Historic Sites, and the designation of National Historic Landmarks. 
The act also authorized interagency, intergovernmental, and interdisciplinary 
efforts for the preservation of cultural resources. Implementing regulations of 
the act are found in 36 CFR Part 60 series.  

National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321-4347)   

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) mandates the protection of 
cultural resources within its general policy for environmental protection. It re-
quires the preservation of important historic, cultural, and natural aspects of 
our national heritage, and the maintenance, wherever possible, of an environ-
ment that supports diversity and a variety of individual choice. Regulations 
promulgated by the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation provide for the 
coordination of NEPA and NHPA compliance, under 36 CFR Part 800.14(a). 
Regulations for implementing the procedural provisions of NEPA are available 
at 40 CFR Part 1500-1508.  

National Historic Preservation Act of 1966  (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq) 

The National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) created the National Register 
of Historic Places, which includes cultural resources of national, state, and lo-
cal significance. The act established a system for state historic preservation 
programs under State Historic Preservation Officers. This act also established 
the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, an independent agency which 
is responsible for implementing Section 106 of NHPA through the develop-
ment of procedures to protect cultural properties included in, or eligible for 
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EXHIBIT 1.5  REQUIRED EXPERTISE FOR CULTURAL 
RESOURCES ACTIONS 

The tables below outline the types of expertise that are required for 
actions under the Section 106 Programmatic Agreement and for 
State-only projects (Table 1) and for archaeological activities 
(Table 2). 

 
TABLE 1 

PQS LEVELS REQUIRED FOR ACTIONS TAKEN UNDER SECTION 106 PA 
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Screen an undertaking 
 + + + + + + + 

Set and sign APE in consultation with 
Project Engineer   + + + + + + + 

Determine archaeological property 
types in Section 106 PA Attachment 4 
as exempt from evaluation 

        

Determine architectural & historical 
property types 1, 2, and 3 exempt from 
evaluation in Section 106 PA 
Attachment 4 

        

Determine architectural and historical 
property types 4, 5, and 6 exempt from 
evaluation in Section 106 PA 
Attachment 4 

        

Conduct archaeological Extended 
Phase I (prehistoric)         
Conduct archaeological Extended 
Phase I (historical)         
Evaluate historical archaeological site 
(excavation not required)    *+  +   
Evaluate prehistoric archaeological 
site    *      
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EXHIBIT 2.1: SECTION 106 PROGRAMMATIC 
AGREEMENT FLOW CHART 
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EXHIBIT 2.2: CONCORDANCE BETWEEN EXISTING 
SECTION 106 REGULATIONS AND SECTION 
106 PROGRAMMATIC AGREEMENT 

 
36 CFR §800 Existing Regulation Programmatic Agreement 
800.1 Requires FHWA to take into ac-

count effect of its undertakings on 
historic properties and afford ACHP 
an opportunity to comment 

No change 

800.2(a) FHWA is legally responsible for 
Section 106 compliance 

FHWA delegates some decision-
making responsibility to Caltrans 
but retains ultimate authority over 
and responsibility for legal com-
pliance 

800.2(a)(1)  FHWA ensures all actions taken by 
its employees or contractors meet 
the Secretary of the Interior’s Stan-
dards 

No change; see Stipulation III and 
Attachment 1 

800.2(a)(3) FHWA responsible for ensuring 
documents prepared by non-federal 
agencies meet applicable standards 
and guidelines 

FHWA delegates quality assurance 
responsibilities to Caltrans; see 
Stipulation XVI 

800.2(c)(4) FHWA may delegate other agencies 
to initiate consultation with SHPO 
but remains legally responsible for 
compliance with Section 106 

FHWA authorizes Caltrans to con-
sult directly with SHPO, but 
remains legally responsible for 
compliance 

800.2(c)(5) Individuals and organizations with a 
demonstrated interest in the under-
taking may participate as consulting 
parties 

No change 

800.2(d)(1-2) FHWA solicits public comment and 
involvement 

FHWA delegates this responsibil-
ity to Caltrans; see Stipulation V 
and VI 

800.3(a) 
800.3(a)(1) 

FHWA determines whether pro-
posed action is an undertaking, and 
if so, whether it has the potential to 
affect historic properties. If not, 
FHWA has no further obligations 
under Section 106 

FHWA delegates this authority to 
Caltrans. Defines classes of under-
takings that are Screened from 
further review under Section 106; 
see Stipulation VII and Attachment 
2  

800.3(e) FHWA solicits public comment and 
involvement 

FHWA delegates this responsibil-
ity to Caltrans; see Stipulation V 
and VI 

January 2004 rev: 10/08   Page E-2.2 - 1 
Copyright © 2004 California Department of Transportation 

s115564
Text Box





        No Table of Contents



ENVIRONMENTAL HANDBOOK                   Volume 2 
Cultural Resources          EXHIBIT 2.3  

EXHIBIT 2.3: TIME AND EFFORT REQUIRED FOR 
CULTURAL RESOURCES COMPLIANCE 

The time and effort required to complete cultural resources compliance will 
vary greatly, depending on the nature of the project and the number and types 
of resources that may be impacted by it. 

The Table below indicates potential requirements in person-hours for the ma-
jor activities, based primarily on Caltrans' Workload Estimating Norms. Also 
included are estimates of standard person-hour requirements and elapsed 
schedule time for some activities, based on Caltrans' Environmental Hand-
book. In estimating schedule time, it should be noted that some activities could 
be done at the same time.  

ESTIMATED PREPARATION TIME (DOES NOT INCLUDE EXTERNAL AGENCY REVIEW TIME) 
 
WBS Code 

 
Activity / Product 

Sched. 
Months  

Est. Hours 
Standard   

Est. Hours 
Range 

150.20.30  Conduct Initial Archaeology 
Study  

 10-100 hours

150.20.35  Conduct Initial Built Envi-
ronment Study  

  10 –100 hours

150.20.70  Conduct Initial Native Ameri-
can  
Coordination  

 10 -100 hours

165.20.05  Prepare APE Map   0 –80 hours
165.20.10  Prepare ASR with no sites pre-

sent  
1.5 months 40 hours 0 -1070 hours

165.20.15  Prepare ASR with sites present  6 months 300 hours 0 –1070 hours
165.20.15  Prepare HRER, Bridge 

Evaluation  
 0 –320 hours

165.20.20  Conduct Extended Phase I 
(XPI)  

6 months 360 hours 0 -1576 hours

165.20.25  Conduct Phase II (PII) 12 months 1768 hours 0 -1768 hours
165.20.45  Prepare HPSR / HRCR   0 –300 hours
165.20.50  Prepare FOE / MOA  0 –120 hours
165.20.50 Prepare Data Recovery 

Plan/Treatment Plan 
12 months  80-960 hours

165.25.10 Prepare Section 4(f) Determi-
nation 

  0 –100 hours

235.05.05  Conduct Historic Built Envi-
ronment Mitigation  

  40 -1000 hours

235.05.10 Conduct Phase III (PIII) 15 months  0 -1768 hours
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EXHIBIT 2.4: SEQUENTIAL ORDER OF CULTURAL 
RESOURCE ACTIVITIES 

 

The Table below suggests which cultural resources activities generally must 
occur sequentially, and which can be done concurrently. 

 

SEQUENTIAL ORDER OF ACTIVITIES 
Preliminary Cultural Input 

Archaeological Survey  
XPI, HRER for historical archaeology  

HRER and/or Bridge  
Evaluation  

CE-Section 106 Cultural Resources Checklist, HPSR, HRCR  
FOE, MOA  

Section 4(f) Determination  
HABS / HAER / HALS Recordation, PIII, Monitoring 
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EXHIBIT 2.5 SAMPLE MEMO TO FILE FOR SCREENED 
UNDERTAKINGS 

 

State of California  Business, Transportation and Housing Agency 
Memorandum 
To: Chris Apple   Date: January 13, 2004 
 Environmental Planner   File: 06-KER-46 
    PM 22.3 EA 06-279103 
    Signalization of Kern-46 at I-5  
From: John Sharp 

Cultural and Community Studies Office, Branch B 

Subject: Cultural resources sensitivity for signal light installation at the intersection of State Route 46 
and Hotel Way at Interstate 5, Kern County 

Dear Chris: 

I have conducted a review of the cultural resources sensitivity of the above referenced 
undertaking based on the materials you have provided (memo and plan sheets from Alan Yee, 
dated October 18, 2003). The proposed undertaking includes the following activities: 

1) installation of a light pole in each of the four corners of the intersection, each requiring the 
excavation of a hole measuring approximately 6’ x 6’ in width by 8’ deep;  

2) installation of 5 signposts at different locations at the intersection, each requiring two holes 
measuring approximately 1’ x 1’ in width and 4’ in depth; and  

3) a total of approximately 30 feet of trenching (approximately 2’ in width by 3’ in depth) to 
connect the new signal lights to existing utilities. 

The cultural resources review included an information center records search, a search of District 
6 files, and a visit to the project location on January 5, 2004. This review indicated that: 

A. there are no known potential historic properties in the undertaking’s Area of Potential Effects 
(APE);  

B. the location is low sensitivity for archaeological resources;  
C. the intersection and surrounding areas have been heavily disturbed and re-contoured during 

previous construction activities; and (4) the buildings located at the intersection are all of 
new construction, and include a gas station, a hotel, and two fast-food restaurants.  

Based on this review and in my capacity of Caltrans certified Professionally Qualified Staff 
(PQS) in Archaeology at Lead Archaeological Surveyor or above, I have determined that the 
undertaking has virtually no potential to affect historic properties, and is exempt from further 
review pursuant to Stipulation VII and Attachment 2 (Class #20) of the Programmatic 
Agreement among the Federal Highway Administration, the Advisory Council on Historic 
Preservation, the California State Historic Preservation Officer, and the California Department 

January 2004 rev: 10/08  Page E-2.5- 1 
Copyright © 2004 California Department of Transportation 

s115564
Text Box





    No Table of Contents



ENVIRONMENTAL HANDBOOK                 Volume 2 
Cultural Resources         EXHIBIT 2.6  

EXHIBIT 2.6 
EXCERPTS - CALTRANS SURVEYS MANUAL 
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EXHIBIT 2.7: ENVIRONMENTALLY SENSITIVE AREA (ESA) 
ACTION PLAN FORMAT AND CONTENT GUIDE 
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EXHIBIT 2.8 
HISTORIC PROPERTY SURVEY REPORT (HPSR) 

FORMAT AND CONTENT GUIDE 
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FORMAT AND CONTENT 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

NOTIFICATION - NO HISTORIC PROPERTIES AFFECTED ........................... 1 
Notify SHPO and other consulting parties................................................................... 1 
Documentation to File – SHPO and consulting parties’ notification not necessary .... 1 

NOTIFICATION OF NO ADVERSE EFFECT WITH STANDARD 
CONDITIONS ............................................................................................................... 1 

FINDING OF NO ADVERSE EFFECT ..................................................................... 2 
Title Page...................................................................................................................... 2 
Introduction .................................................................................................................. 3 
Description of the Undertaking .................................................................................... 3 
Public Participation ...................................................................................................... 4 
Description of Historic Properties................................................................................ 4 
Application of the Criteria of Adverse Effect .............................................................. 5 
Conditions Proposed .................................................................................................... 5 
Conclusions .................................................................................................................. 5 
Attachments.................................................................................................................. 5 

FINDING OF ADVERSE EFFECT ............................................................................ 6 
When Adverse Effects Cannot be Avoided.................................................................. 6 
Adverse Effects to Archaeological Properties Listed/Eligible 
       under Criterion D Only.......................................................................................... 6 
Adverse Effect Documentation .................................................................................... 6 
Title Page...................................................................................................................... 6 
Introduction .................................................................................................................. 7 
Description of the Undertaking .................................................................................... 8 
Public Participation ...................................................................................................... 8 
Description of Historic Properties................................................................................ 8 
Application of the Criteria of Adverse Effect .............................................................. 9 
Alternatives Considered but Rejected .......................................................................... 9 
Mitigation Measures..................................................................................................... 9 
Conclusions ................................................................................................................ 10 
Attachments................................................................................................................ 11 

CALTRANS PEER REVIEW AND APPROVAL................................................... 11 
 

January 2004 rev:07/10  Page E-2.9 - i 
Copyright © 2004 California Department of Transportation 



ENVIRONMENTAL HANDBOOK       Volume 2 
Cultural Resources EXHIBIT 2.10 
 

April 2005 rev: 10/08  Page E-2.10 - i 
Copyright © 2005 California Department of Transportation 

 
 
 
 

EXHIBIT 2.10 
GUIDELINES FOR MEMORANDA OF AGREEMENTS 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

 

GUIDELINES FOR MEMORANDA OF AGREEMENTS...................................... 1 

ANNOTATED MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT ............................................. 3 

 

 



ENVIRONMENTAL HANDBOOK        Volume 2 
Cultural Resources EXHIBIT 2.11 

EXHIBIT 2.11: REQUIRED COPIES AND REQUIRED 
REVIEWS OF CULTURAL RESOURCES 
DOCUMENTS 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

 

 

Table A: Section 106 and State-Only Documents ....................................................... 1 

Table B: Required Copies of Archaeological Documents* ......................................... 1 

Table C: Required Reviews for Cultural Resource Documents................................... 2 

 

 

April 2005 rev: 10/08  Page E-2.11 - i 
Copyright © 2005 California Department of Transportation 



ENVIRONMENTAL HANDBOOK         Volume 2 
Cultural Resources EXHIBIT 2.12 

EXHIBIT 2.12-1: SAMPLE TRANSMITTAL LETTERS 

SAMPLE 1— NO HISTORIC PROPERTIES AFFECTED 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA------- BUSINESS, TRANSPORTATION AND HOUSING AGENCY                     ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER, Governor 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
DISTRICT 14, ENVIRONMENTAL  
2877 SAWYER HEIGHTS DRIVE 
SAWYERVILLE, CA 95556 
PHONE  (555) 555-0555 
FAX  (555) 555-0555 
TTY  (555) 555-4555 

 
Flex your power! 

Be energy efficient! Use agency 
letterhead 

 
September 21, 2010  Date is 

essential Mr. Milford Wayne Donaldson, FAIA  
State Historic Preservation Officer  
Office of Historic Preservation   
P.O. Box 942896   
Sacramento, CA 94296-0001   

All submittals should be addressed 
to the SHPO, but an “Attention” line 
can be used if the reviewer has 
already been identified 

14-SAW-73 
PM 8.6/13.2 
EFIS Proj: 14-100000079 
State Route 73 Rehabilitation 

Attention:  Susan Stratton 
Subject: Determination of Eligibility and Notification of No Historic Properties Affected for the State 

Route 73 Road Rehabilitation Project, Sawyer County, California, 14-SAW-73, PM 8.6/13.2 Subject line 
helps identify 
the submittal Dear Mr. Donaldson: 

 The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) is initiating consultation with the State 
Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) regarding the proposed improvements on State Route 73 in 
Sawyer County. This consultation is being undertaken in accordance with the January 1, 2004 
Programmatic Agreement among the Federal Highway Administration, the Advisory Council on 
Historic Preservation, the California State Historic Preservation Officer, and the California 
Department of Transportation (Section 106 PA). We are consulting with you under Stipulation 
VIII.C.5 of the Section 106 PA that requires Caltrans to seek your concurrence with our 
determinations of eligibility for historic properties. 

Paragraph 1: 
State whether 
consultation is initial 
or continuing and, 
refer to the regulatory 
context of 
consultation (i.e., the 
Section 106 PA) 

Caltrans is initiating this consultation as a federal agency, following the provisions of the 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the Federal Highway Administration and the 
California Department of Transportation Concerning the State of California’s Participation in 
the Surface Transportation Project Delivery Pilot Program that  became effective on July 1, 
2007. The MOU was signed pursuant to Section 6005 of the 2005 Safe, Accountable, Flexible, 
Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users, which allows the Secretary of 
Transportation to assign, and the State of California to assume, responsibility for FHWA’s 
responsibilities under the National Environmental Policy Act, as well as consultation and 
coordination responsibilities under other federal environmental laws. Because this project is 
covered by the above referenced MOU, FHWA has assigned, and Caltrans has assumed, FHWA 
responsibility for environmental review, consultation, and coordination on this project. Please 
direct all future correspondence on this project to Caltrans. 

Caltrans is proposing the enhancement of State Route 73 in Sawyer County. The project proposes 
to widen the existing roadbed to include 7.9-foot wide shoulders, patch localized pavement 
failures, extend drainage structures to adapt to new road width, and extend highway profile in 
portions. A left turn channelization also will be added on State Route 73 at Sawyer Road. The 
enclosed Historic Property Survey Report (HPSR) contains a full project description on page 1. 
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EXHIBIT 2.13 CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION/EXEMPTION (CE) 
CULTURAL RESOURCES CHECKLIST 

Beginning on the next page is an example of the checklist Caltrans uses for federal 
Categorical Exclusions and state Categorical Exemptions. Copies of the form are 
available upon request from the Caltrans Cultural Studies Office, Division 
Environmental Analysis, Headquarters. Only Caltrans PQS who meet the 
qualifications outlined in the Section 106 Programmatic Agreement (Section 106 PA) 
Attachment 1 may complete this form. If a project meets the criteria for screened 
undertakings outlined in Section 106 PA Attachment 2, this checklist would serve as 
documentation for Section 106, CEQA and PRC §5024 compliance.  

If a project does not meet the criteria in Attachment 2, complete the CE Cultural 
Resources Checklist and prepare the appropriate HPSR (for federal undertakings) or 
HRCR (for state-only projects). 
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EXHIBIT 2.16: NATIONAL REGISTER & CALIFORNIA 
REGISTER COMPARISON 

The National Register of Historic Places criteria and guidance in National Reg-
ister Bulletin #15 are very similar to the California Register of Historical 
Resources criteria and regulations, which Caltrans uses to determine whether a 
resource is a historical resource under CEQA. There are some differences be-
tween the federal and state criteria. They are enumerated on the chart below. 
Boldfaced sections are for emphasis. 

CALIFORNIA REGISTER LAW  AND REGULATIONS NR BULLETIN 15 – HOW TO APPLY THE NATIONAL 
REGISTER CRITERIA FOR EVALUATION 

CRITERIA 

Law 

States that the California Register criteria are the same 
as the National Register criteria. [PRC §5024.1(c)] 
Regulations 

"These criteria are consistent with National Register 
criteria, but have been modified for state use in order 
to include a range of historical resources which better 
reflect the history of California." (CCR §4852) 

“A resource may be listed as an historical resource in 
the California Register if it meets any of the following 
National Register of Historic Places criteria: 

CRITERIA 
 
National Register criteria are usually ex-
pressed in capital letters.  For example, 
“Criterion A, association with events.” 
 
 
 
 
“The quality of significance-in American his-
tory, architecture, archeology, engineering, 
and culture is present in districts, sites, build-
ings, structures, and objects that possess 
integrity of location, design, setting, materi-
als, workmanship, feeling, and association, 
and: 

 (1) Is associated with EVENTS that have made a sig-
nificant contribution to the broad patterns of 
California’s history and cultural heritage. 

 (A) That are associate with EVENTS that 
have made a significant contribution to 
the broad patterns of our history; or 

 (2) Is associated with the lives of PERSONS important 
in our past. 

 (B) That are associated with the lives of 
PERSONS significant in our past; or 

 (3) Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a 
TYPE, PERIOD, REGION, or METHOD OF CONSTRUCTION, 
or represents the WORK OF AN IMPORTANT CREATIVE 
INDIVIDUAL, or possess HIGH ARTISTIC VALUES. 

 (C) That embody the distinctive character-
istics of a TYPE, PERIOD, or METHOD OF 
CONSTRUCTION, or that represent the WORK 
OF A MASTER, or that possess HIGH 
ARTISTIC VALUES, or that represent a sig-
nificance and distinguishable entity whose 
components may lack individual distinc-
tion; or 

 
 (4) Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, 

INFORMATION important in prehistory or history.” 
 [PRC §5024.1(c)] 

 
 

 (D) That have yielded, or may be likely to 
yield, information important in prehistory 
or history. 
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EXHIBIT 2.16: NATIONAL REGISTER & CALIFORNIA 
REGISTER COMPARISON 

The National Register of Historic Places criteria and guidance in National Reg-
ister Bulletin #15 are very similar to the California Register of Historical 
Resources criteria and regulations, which Caltrans uses to determine whether a 
resource is a historical resource under CEQA. There are some differences be-
tween the federal and state criteria. They are enumerated on the chart below. 
Boldfaced sections are for emphasis. 

CALIFORNIA REGISTER LAW  AND REGULATIONS NR BULLETIN 15 – HOW TO APPLY THE NATIONAL 
REGISTER CRITERIA FOR EVALUATION 

CRITERIA 

Law 

States that the California Register criteria are the same 
as the National Register criteria. [PRC §5024.1(c)] 
Regulations 

"These criteria are consistent with National Register 
criteria, but have been modified for state use in order 
to include a range of historical resources which better 
reflect the history of California." (CCR §4852) 

“A resource may be listed as an historical resource in 
the California Register if it meets any of the following 
National Register of Historic Places criteria: 

CRITERIA 
 
National Register criteria are usually ex-
pressed in capital letters.  For example, 
“Criterion A, association with events.” 
 
 
 
 
“The quality of significance-in American his-
tory, architecture, archeology, engineering, 
and culture is present in districts, sites, build-
ings, structures, and objects that possess 
integrity of location, design, setting, materi-
als, workmanship, feeling, and association, 
and: 

 (1) Is associated with EVENTS that have made a sig-
nificant contribution to the broad patterns of 
California’s history and cultural heritage. 

 (A) That are associate with EVENTS that 
have made a significant contribution to 
the broad patterns of our history; or 

 (2) Is associated with the lives of PERSONS important 
in our past. 

 (B) That are associated with the lives of 
PERSONS significant in our past; or 

 (3) Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a 
TYPE, PERIOD, REGION, or METHOD OF CONSTRUCTION, 
or represents the WORK OF AN IMPORTANT CREATIVE 
INDIVIDUAL, or possess HIGH ARTISTIC VALUES. 

 (C) That embody the distinctive character-
istics of a TYPE, PERIOD, or METHOD OF 
CONSTRUCTION, or that represent the WORK 
OF A MASTER, or that possess HIGH 
ARTISTIC VALUES, or that represent a sig-
nificance and distinguishable entity whose 
components may lack individual distinc-
tion; or 

 
 (4) Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, 

INFORMATION important in prehistory or history.” 
 [PRC §5024.1(c)] 

 
 

 (D) That have yielded, or may be likely to 
yield, information important in prehistory 
or history. 
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EXHIBIT 2.18: 
EXTERNAL DISTRIBUTION AND PUBLICATION 
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EXHIBIT 5.9: EXCAVATION PRE-FIELD CHECKLIST 

The list below works in tandem with the discussion on pre-field preparations 
found in Chapter 5 Section 5-6.6, is intended to identify common pre-
excavation tasks, and to provide an approximate schedule of the order in which 
they should be accomplished. Most projects will not require all of these tasks, 
but some projects may require additional tasks. Also, the order of events may 
be substantially different than that shown below. 

 
   

Action 
Minimum Lead 
Time (weeks) 

____  Obtain Assessor’s parcel maps of the site vicinity. 12 
____  Determine the ownership of the parcel(s) that site lies on. 12 
____  Initiate the federal or state permit process, if the site is on public land. 12 
____  If the site is in coastal zone, contact the Regional Office of the California 

Coastal Commission to obtain a permit, if necessary. 
12 

____  Obtain a right of entry permit for the excavation, if the site is on private land. 12 
____  If wet screening, develop a strategy to ensure that sediments do not enter a live 

stream  Identify the water source. Consult with a biologist, and request the 
biologist to coordinate the proposed work with the Department of Fish and 
Game area biologist, if necessary. 

12 

____  Obtain a biological review of site area to ensure that excavation will not affect 
rare or endangered species. 

12 

____  Request any necessary assistance from Surveys (e.g., datum placement, site 
mapping, staking) 

10 

____  Request a Native American Monitor. 8 
____  Negotiate a monitoring agreement. 8 
____  Arrange for curation of the materials recovered. 6 
____  Prepare any necessary contracts for special studies (e.g. curation, obsidian hy-

dration, obsidian sourcing). 
6 

____  Acquire encroachment permit from Caltrans for excavations within Caltrans 
right-of-way. 

5 

____  Obtain commitments for the field crew, including an individual qualified in 
first aid. 

4 

____  Field check the site for conditions which may require correction prior to field-
work (e.g., vegetation, waterlogged site soils). More than one visit may be 
necessary. 

4 

____  Schedule the use of any necessary heavy equipment from Maintenance, or con-
tract with a private operator. 

4 

____  Check the availability of lodging, and arrange for it if necessary. 4 
    

http://www.dot.ca.gov/ser/vol2/chap5.htm
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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING – BRIDGE EVALUATIONS 

 

The attached Bridge Evaluation form is to be used only for the evaluation of temporary bridges, “standard” bridges, and 
culverts, as defined in the text of this Memorandum.  This evaluation is intended to be used in meeting the requirements 
of Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Amended), on a project basis.  The form and its 
attachments shall be included in the Historic Property Survey Report prepared for each specific project.   

 

The following bridge types will be evaluated according to this Memorandum:  

 

1. Temporary Bridges: These are structures constructed generally without engineering design, which were often 
typically built from components originally intended for other use, to provide temporary access.  These would include, 
but not be limited to, log stringer bridges, flat car bridges, or nonpermanent pontoon bridges.  (Note: suspension 
bridges or truss bridges shall not be considered as temporary structures.)   

 

2. “Standard” Bridges:  These are bridges of typical design of the period using standard details.  They were generally 
engineered specifically for the site or selected from a pre-engineered catalog of standard designs.  These may 
include, but not be limited to, plain or reinforced concrete T-beams, flat slabs, or haunched slabs on pile bents, pre-
stressed I-girders, inverted U-girders, precast slabs, rolled or welded steel girders, or timber trestles.  (Note: this 
category would not generally include the prototype nor major examples of a given “standard” type, nor such types as 
truss or suspension bridges, nor concrete, steel, or masonry arch bridges.)   

 

3. Culverts:  These are normally bridge structures of less than twenty feet in length between faces of supporting walls; 
for the purpose of this memorandum, this category also includes bridges made up of multiple spans of culverts 
structures, such as multiple spans of reinforced concrete box culverts.   

 

   o/s          
Ann Barkley, Chief       Date  
Division of Transportation Planning  
Caltrans  

 

    o/s         
  Omar L. Homme        Date  
  Division Administrator  
  Federal Highway Administration  

 
    o/s         
   Dr. Knox Mellon        Date  
   State Historic Preservation Officer  
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BRIDGE EVALUATION SHORT FORM 
 (To be appended to HPSR) 

Note:  This form is to be used only for structure types listed in the Caltrans/FHWA/SHPO 
Memorandum of Understanding dated December 12, 1980. 
PROJECT: Project/report name:  
 E-FIS Project No.:   

LOCATION: Attach map showing structure location. 
 County/Route/Postmile:  
 Bridge number:   
 Bridge name:   
 Feature spanned:   

DESCRIPTION: Attach at least one side photo and one view of the deck along the centerline. 
 Type (temporary, standard, or culvert):   
 Type of superstructure:   
 Type of substructure:   

HISTORY:  Date of construction/designer:   
 Other historical information (e.g., persons, events, WPA/CCC): 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PREPARED BY:   DATE:   
POSITION:  AGENCY/FIRM:  

REVIEWED BY:   DATE:   
POSITION:   AGENCY/FIRM:   
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