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[Blue Text = Instructions to be deleted]



[Red Text = Instructions to be replaced with text

[Project Title]





        

NES (MI)
Natural Environment Study 
(Minimal Impacts)

[General location information]

[General location information]

[General location information]

[District]-[County code]-[Route]-[KP] ([PM])

[EA number]

[Month YEAR]
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CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION




Send comments and questions to Richard E. Hill, DEA Biological Studies Unit, at 916 653 8417.  See the NES and BA/BE templates for additional guidance, including format and style guidance.  These templates can be found on the Standard Environmental Reference (SER) web site at:  http://www.dot.ca.gov/ser/.  This is a short form of the NES that follows the NES format and guidance.  

For use with projects that are:

· Of limited scope and impact.
· Minor A or B projects.

· Not ordinarily intended for projects involving listed species (except as noted below).

· May be used in conjunction with a Biological Evaluation where the biological issues are limited to those covered in the BE.

· Delete FHWA logo for state only projects.  Consultant logos shall not be added.  

· Use the NES template for additional guidance.  If you need the detail of the NES, use that format.

· Delete blue text from final.
All new BA, BE, NES and NES (MI) documents prepared for projects on the State Highway System will be prepared by or reviewed by an Associate Environmental Planner (NS), or by a Senior Environmental Planner with experience as an Associate Environmental Planner (NS).  See Quality Control Guidance for Standard Biological Technical Documents and Reports for additional guidance.
Preparer signature is optional but recommended for Caltrans prepared documents, and is omitted when this page is used only for oversight review and approval.  Preparer and Professional Content reviewer may be at the EP (NS) level when the functional manager determines that the preparer has adequate experience and knowledge for work of average difficulty and for this project.  Duplicate for cooperating agency projects that require Caltrans oversight.

FOR STYLE AND CONTENT GUIDANCE, SEE THE NES TEMPLATE.
1. Summary


[Begin typing here].
2. Introduction


· Project location, history and description.

[Begin typing here].
3. Study Methods


[Begin typing here].
4. Environmental Setting


[Begin typing here].
4.1. Description of the Existing Biological and Physical Conditions

[Begin typing here].

4.2. Regional Species and Habitats of Concern

[Begin typing here].
4.3. Vegetation

[Begin typing here].

4.4. Animals
[Begin typing here].
5. Project Impacts

[Begin typing here]
This format is for projects with minimal impacts.  It should not be used with projects that require a Biological Assessment

6. Mitigation Measures

[Begin typing here].

Projects requiring more than minimal compensatory mitigation need a full NES and should not use this format.

7. Permits Required

[Begin typing here].
8. References


[Begin typing here].
9. Appendix


· Include public domain information from the California Department of Fish and Game Natural Diversity Database or other lists of potential species in the project area, references, photos, etc., as appropriate.
· CAUTION:  DO NOT INCLUDE SPECIFIC INFORMATION, SUCH AS LOCALITY DATA, THAT IS NOT IN THE PUBLIC RECORD.  FOR NDDB SENSITIVE DATA INCLUDE ONLY THE LOCALITY RECORD NUMBER.  Provide appropriate information as necessary so that a reviewer may confirm or review your findings.  Sensitive data should not be made public here.

[Begin typing here].
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