
CALIFORNIA TRANSPORTATION QUICK FACTS (2009) 

Transportation System Extent: 
 

State Highways: 15,192 Miles 
Other Public Roads: 156,682 Miles 
All Public Roads: 171,874 Miles 
Number Of Bridges: 24,055 
Class I Railroads Trackage: 5,330 Miles  
Public Use Airports: 249  
 

Goods Movement:  
 

Rail: 164.7 Million Tons*    
Air Cargo: 3.5 Million Tons  
Waterborne Shipments: 193.5 Million 
                                          Short Tons* 
                                                                            

Vehicles and Conveyances: 
 
Automobiles Registered: 21.9 Million  
Motorcycles Registered: 809,129 
Bus Inventory: 10,551  
Rail Transit Systems: 4 Commuter Rail 
                and 6 Transit Rail 
 

Household Travel*:  
 

Average Commute Time: 27.0 Minutes 
Commute By Car Alone: 72.9% 
Commute By Car/Vanpool: 12.0% 
Commute By Public Transit: 5.2% 
Commute By Bicycle And Walk: 3.7% 
 

Road Travel Miles: 
 

Total Roadway Travel: 324.3 Billion   
State Highway Travel: 177.0 Billion  
Local Roadway Travel: 146.4 Billion 
Interstate Highway Travel: 85.7 Billion 
Freeway Travel: 150.4 Billion 
 

Socio-Economics:  
 

Gross State Product: $ 1,847 Billion* 
(Largest Economy In The Nation) 

Median Household Income: $56,344  
Licensed Drivers: 24.6 Million  
Fuel Consumption: 17.4 Billion Gallons 
 
 

Rail, Transit, and Air Passengers:  
 

Intercity Rail (AMTRAK): 5.06 Million 
Bus Passengers: 1 Billion  
Rail, Street Car, Trolley: 422.8 Million  
Air Passengers: 163.9 Million  
 
 

Geographic: 
 

Population: 38.29 Million* 
Land Area: 155,959 Square Miles 
Persons Per Square Mile: 246 
Counties: 58 
Cities: 480 
Land Owned By Federal Govt: 11.8 % 
 

 
 
* 2008 Data 
 
 
Sources:                                                                                                                       
California Department of Transportation, California Department of Finance, California State 
Controller’s Office, California Board of Equalization, California Department of Motor Vehicles 
 
 
Updated: 12/1/2010 
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